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HISTORY MAINS 2011 

                        QUESTION PAPER I          ( 4.11.2011)  

 
 

 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Answer must be written in the medium specified in the 
Admission Certificate issued you, which must be state 
clearly on the cover of the answer book in the space 
provided for the purpose . No Marks will be given for the 
answers written in a medium other than that specific in the 
Admission Certificate. 
 

Candidates should attempt Question no 1 and 5 which are 
compulsory and any three of the remaining questions 
selecting at least one questions selecting at least one 
question from each Section. 
The number of marks carried by each question is indicated 
at the end of the question. 
Answer should be precise and to the point. An outline map 
is attached to this question paper which is to be used for 
attempting Question No. 1. This map may be detached 
carefully from the question paper and attached securely to 
the answer book by the candidate.  
 
 

 

Vision IAS  
www.visionias.cfsites.org 

www.visionias.wordpress.com 
 

Time Allowed: Three Hours   Maximum Marks: 300 

INTERACTIVE LEARNING PROGRAMME 
() Classroom Program                  () Distance Learning Program 

[ STUDY MATERIAL & MAINS TEST SERIES ] 
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# Geography  # Philosophy   # Psychology   
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SECTION A 
 
1. Mark the following places on the map supplied to you and 
write short descriptive notes on them:                         3 x 20 = 60 
                                                                                                       

i. Chirand 
ii. Kargil 

iii. Basohli 
iv. Lalitgiri 
v. Mandu 

vi. Penukonda 
vii. Samugarh 

viii. Vilinam 
ix. Sigiria 
x. Vikramasila 

xi. Mukhalingam 
xii. Halebid 

xiii. Sanghol 
xiv. Kumbharia 
xv. Sirpur 

xvi. Pangudaria 
xvii. Amarkantak 

xviii. Kibbanhalli 
xix. Jorwe 
xx. Bodaun 

 

2. Trace the development of urbanization from the third 

millennium B.C.E. to 6th century B.C.E.                                 60 

 

3. (a) Evaluate the conceptual basis of the Vedic deities.          30 

         
(b) Assess the importance of Jain tenets and their relevance to 

humanity.                                                                              30 

 

4. (a) Evaluate the introduction of iron technology in the 

development of human history of ancient India.                        20 

 

(b) Discuss the types of lands and the science of agriculture 

mentioned in the literature and epigraphs of ancient India.        20 

 

(c) Assess Ellora as a unique art centre of the different cultural 

streams.                                                                                       20 

 

SECTION B 
 

5. Write short notes in not more than 200 words in the 
following:                                                                   20 x 3 = 60 
                                                                                                       
(a) Assess the contribution of Iltutmish for the expansion and 

consolidation of the Delhi Sultanate. 

(b) Examine critically the agrarian and economic reforms of 

Alauddin Khalji. How did it strengthen the Sultanate? 
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(c) What is your assessment of Ibn Batutah’s Rehla as an 

important source of Indian history. 

 

6. Evaluate the socio economic conditions from the Gupta Period 

to 1200 C.E. as gleaned from the various types of grants or dana 

shasana.                                                                                       60 

 

7. (a) Mughal paintings reflect the contemporary socio-political 

conditions. — Discuss.                                                             30 

 

(b) Examine the mansab and jagir system by Akbar and its 

subsequent failure in the 18th century.                                      30 

 

8. (a) Discuss the causes of the rise and growth of regional 

kingdoms with special reference to the Deccan in the 18th 

century.                                                                                30 

 

(b) Assess the contribution of the Cholas in the expansion of 

Indian culture outside India.                                                   30 
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