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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION IAS MAINS: QUESTIONS TREND ANALYSIS  

PAPER-2: TOPICS ( 1 TO 8)                                                                                                   2009 - 1995  

1:  Evolution of Indian Administration 

1} Comment on the view that despite different contexts, administrative maxims of Kautilya’s 

Arthashastra bear considerable similarity with features of Weber’s ideal bureaucratic model.   (2009/20) 

2}“Bureaucracy developed by the British stifled the village self-rule”. Comment.                       (2009/20) 

3} `Some features of Mughal Administration, in essence, do exist in Indian Administration”. Elaborate.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2008/20) 

4} ”Kautilya’s was not only the foremost politico-administrative thinker of ancient India but he was an 

advocate and preacher of moral values too”. Comment.                                                             (2007/20) 

5} ”In the happiness of his subjects lies the King’s happiness; in their welfare his welfare. Comment on 

Kautilyan state administration. In what respects is modern democratic rulers’ behaviour different from 

Kautilyan rulers?                                                                                                                          (2006/20) 

6} Comment: ‘The Mughal Administrative system was a military rule by nature and was centralized 

despotism”.                                                                                                                                  (2005/20) 

7} Comment: “The main features of British governmental and administrative system continue to 

influence the present Administrative system”.                                                                             (2004/20) 

8} Comment: Though India emerged as a sovereign state after independence, the administrative 

system remained the same as was during the British period”.                                                    (2003/20) 

9} Comment: “The Arthashastra is India’s oldest complete text on public administration”.        (2003/20) 

10} Comment: “The machinery of government designed in Kautilya’s Arthashastra does not exactly 

resemble our modern day polity, but it does contain some principles which could be said to be the part 

of today’s science of public administration”.                                                                                (2001/20) 

VISION IAS  
www.visionias.wordpress.com  

www.visionias.cfsites.org                www.visioniasonline.com  
 

Under the Guidance of Ajay Kumar Singh (  B.Tech. IIT Roorkee , Director & Founder : Vision IAS  )  



©VISION IAS                                                        www.visioniasonline.com   2 

11} Comment: “The period of British rule generated most of the structural and behavioral values of 

Indian Administration not by imitation but through interaction”.                                                   (2000/20) 

12} Comment: ”Kautilya’s Arthashastra has significant relevance to the contemporary Indian 

administration”.                                                                                                                            (1998/20) 

13} Comment: ”Under the company’s rule a distinction was drawn between Regulation and Non 

Regulation provinces”.                                                                                                                 (1997/20) 

14} Comment: `It is not wholly correct to suggest that British rule had seriously attempted to bring about 

unity in India’s administration”.                                                                                                    (1996/20)                                                                   

15} Comment” The purpose of Clive’s famous `double government” was to mask company’s 

sovereignty”.                                                                                                                                (1995/20) 

                              

2:  Philosophical & Constitutional Framework of Government 

1} `Values of Indian administration must be rooted in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution”. Discuss.                   

                                                                                                                                                   (2009/30)  

2} There is constant and continuous collision between bureaucratic values and democratic values 

which adversely affects development. In the light of this statement examine the role of bureaucracy in 

development.                                                                                                                              (2008/60) 

3} `The shift from the Nehruvian to the liberalisation model of development has necessitated 

reinventing government”. Comment.                                                                                           (2008/20)                                              

4} `The 73rd and 74th constitutional Amendments are major landmarks in India’s Constitutional History 

and Local Governance”. Comment.                                                                                            (2006/20) 

5} ‘The basic values of the Constitution of India enshrine social , political and economic philosophy 

symbolizing sovereignty of the people , rule of law and basic characteristics of a socialist, secular , 

democratic, republic”. Comment.                                                                                                 (2006/20) 

6} `After independence, despite the change in socio-economic and political milieu, the basic features of 

colonial impact on administration continues to exist in our administrative system”. Comment.  (2002/60)  
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7} Comment:”Indian federalism is described as federal in form but unitary in spirit”.                 (2002/60)  

8} Comment: `The value premises of our constitution in the era of global constitutionalism”.    (2002/20) 

9} Comment: `The use of the word `Socialist” in the Indian Constitution has become redundant in the 

context of the liberalization of economy”.                                                                                    (2001/20) 

10} `The Indian Constitution considerably influences the nature, role and structure of Indian 

administration”. Elucidate.                                                                                                           (1998/30) 

11} Examine the, motives and intentions of the framers of the Indian Constitution as they opted for the 

system of parliamentary democracy in India.                                                                              (1997/60)   

12} Comment: ”The Directive Principles of State Policy are socialistic in their direction and content”. 

                                                                                                                                                     (1997/30) 

13} Comment: `The Preamble to the Constitution is a key to open the mind of the makers”.     (1997/30) 

14} `The first Article of the Draft constitution of India provided that India shall be a federation”.     

                                                                                                                                                     (1996/20) 

15} `The purists have criticized the Indian Constitution as not conforming to the conception of a 

federation and so being unduly rigid “; Examine the statement”                                                  (1995/60) 

16} Comment: The Indian Constitution is a bag of borrowed materials”.                                                     

                                                                                                                                                     (1995/20)                        

3:  Public Sector Undertakings     

1} `The blame for our poor public sector performance can be laid on the way our bureaucracy is 

structured “.Comment.                                                                                                                 (2007/20) 

2} `Memorandum of understanding scheme” between government and public enterprise has forced 

public undertakings to Improve the overall performance”. Comment.                                         (2007/20) 

3}`In the context of liberalization the role of Public Sector and its welfarist approach is being drastically 

changed”; Elucidate.                                                                                                                    (2004/30) 
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4} `The steady expansion and the gradual decline of the public sector has been one of the most 

conspicuous development in post-Independence India “; Discuss the statement and suggest measures 

to arrest the decline of the public sector in India.                                                                        (2003/60) 

5} Comment: `Public undertakings no longer occupy commanding heights”;                          

(2002/20) 

6} Comment: `The role of public sector has been changing tremendously in the context of 

liberalization”.                                                                                                                               (2002/20)                                                                                                                                                

7}`Despite liberalization , privatization and globalization of economy, the public sector has its own 

relevance for India”; Discuss the functions and role of public sector in the new economic scenario and 

the changes that they need to bring about in them.                                                                     (2001/60) 

8} Discuss the major problems of management and working of Public Sector Undertaking is India . Give 

suggestions in the light of liberalization policy to improve their performance.                             (2000/60) 

9} Comment:” The Public Corporations in India are like exhausted Leviathans”.                        (1999/20) 

10} `Indian public enterprises are neither adequately `public’ nor truly `enterprising”. Comment.  

                                                                                                                                                     (1998/30) 

11} Comment: `The departmental public undertakings have necessarily been placed under the full 

control of the government and parliament”.                                                                                 (1995/20) 

            

4:  Union Government & Administration 

1}  “The respective roles of the Cabinet Secretary of the Government of India and of the Chief 

Secretary of a State are similar in certain respects, and dissimilar in other”. Explain.                (2009/30) 

2} “Administrative talent of a Minister determined his success “.Comment.                                (2009/20) 

3} “The President of India acts like grand-parent in a family. If younger generation does not follow 

his/her advice, he/she is just unable to do anything “.Comment.                                                (2007/20) 

4} “India Prime Minister should not only be accountable to the Indian parliament but should appear to 

be so”. Comment on the accountability of the Prime Minister to the Indian Parliament in the context of 

extra-constitutional power.                                                                                                           (2006/60) 



©VISION IAS                                                        www.visioniasonline.com   5 

5} `Not the Potomac, but the Thames, fertilizes the flow of ‘Yamuna’. In the light of the statement, 

comment on the symbolic institution of the President of India. 

                                                                                                                                                     (2006/20) 

6} “The cabinet secretariat provides the eyes and ears for the Prime Minister to keep in touch with the 

process of official business in Central Government”. Comment                                                  (2005/30) 

7} Comment:” A strong PMO is a salvation for any Indian Prime Minister, but concentration of power is 

a danger to democracy”.                                                                                                              (2005/20) 

8} Comment:” The veto-power of the Indian president is a combination of the absolute, suspensive and 

pocket veto”.                                                                                                                               (2005/20) 

9} Comment:” Presidents of India prior to the passage of 42nd and 44th amendment could afford to be 

more assertive”.                                                                                                                           (2004/20) 

10}”`Looking back to our past experience, the fear that the emergency provisions can be misused have 

at times proved right and wrong at other times”. Discuss with examples.                                   (2003/60) 

11} Comment: `Despite all the powers that he has the Indian Prime Minister cannot become a dictator”.      

                                                                                                                                                     (2003/20) 

12} “The central secretariat is a policy formulating co-coordinating and supervisory agency besides 

being the principal executive agency of the government”. Explain.                                             (2002/40)                  

13} Comment:” The Prime Minister stands out as the most powerful authority even today”.      (2001/20) 

14} “The leadership qualities of a civil servant are tested most during his tenure as the Cabinet 

Secretary-a dream post for every bureaucrat’. ”Elucidate.                                                          (2000/30) 

15} Comment:” Indian Constitution confers vast legislative powers on the President”.               (2000/20) 

16} Comment:” Though the dictatorship of the cabinet is a stark reality in modern times, it does not 

mean that the cabinet is omnipotent”.                                                                                          (2000/20) 

17}  “The rise of the Prime Minister’s Secretariat and the Cabinet Secretariat in India during the past 

three decades is an indication of the growing centralization of policy and decisional authority in the 

positions of the Prime Minister”. Examine.                                                                                  (1999/60) 
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18}  “The Central Secretariat is thus today encumbered with non-essential work and has for a large 

part, become an unwieldy and over-staffed organization”. Elucidate.                                         (1999/30) 

19} It is said that the image and influence of Indian Parliament have suffered a serious decline in recent 

years .How far do you agree with this view-point?                                                                      (1999/60) 

20} Explain the role and structure of the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Government of India. What are 

the challenges being faced by this Ministry? Give suggestions for enhancing the capacity of this 

organization to meet these challenges.                                                                                       (1998/60) 

21} Comment: “Art. 78 of the Constitution confer Executive power on the President”.                 

                                                                                                                                                     (1998/20) 

22} “For national planning, the commission type of organization was deliberately preferred”. Examine 

the statement.                                                                                                                              (1997/30) 

23} “The essential purpose of Cabinet Committee is to relieve the cabinet of some burden of work”.  

                                                                                                                                                     (1996/30) 

24}  “Rather than describing the Prime Minister’s position through phrases, it is better to examine how 

the office of the Prime Minister has actually evolved over time “.Explain                                    (1996/60) 

25} `The Secretariat system of work has lent balance, consistency and continuity to the administration 

and serves as a nucleus for the total machinery of a ministry”. Explain                                      (1995/30) 

26} Comment: “While discussing the President’s position I the Constitution, the model of the British 

monarch being impracticable and the model of the French Presidency having been ruled out, the 

compromise model had to fall back upon some such device as the German one”.                    (1995/20) 
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5:  Plans and Priorities 

1} Discuss the problems in the planning process at the state and sub-state levels.                 (2008/30) 

2}  `In spite of having constitutional status the District Planning Committee is not able to implement 

decentralized planning due to centralized nature of economic planning”. Comment.               (2007/20) 

3} `National Development Council is criticized as an usurping authority – functioning as a virtual super-

cabinet”. Explain                                                                                                                        (2005/30) 

4} `From highly centralized planning system, India has moved towards indicative planning under which 

long-term strategic vision of the future is built and nation’s priorities are decided”. Elucidate. 

                                                                                                                                                     (2005/60) 

5} `Effective implementation of plan projects has been the weakest link in the chain of the entire 

planning program “.Elucidate.                                                                                                      (2004/30) 

6} Comment: `National Development Council was established to co-ordinate between Union 

government, the Planning commission and the “state governments’.                                         (2004/20) 

7}  `The special development programmes taken up for poverty alleviation with a hope that benefits of 

these programmes may reach t the people living below poverty line – have utterly failed to achieve its 

objectives”. Comment.                                                                                                                 (2004/60) 

8}  ` NGOs are fast replacing the government in the implementation of a large number of programmes’. 

Elucidate.                                                                                                                                     (2003/30) 

9} Comment:” Indian planning is highly centralized’.                                                                   (2003/20) 

10} Comment: `National Development Council has virtually become a super – cabinet and tries to 

arrogate itself the functions of Parliament”.                                                                                 (2002/20) 

11} Comment:” Although District Planning Committee and Metropolitan Planning Committees have 

been provided, those remain mostly on paper”.                                                                          (2001/20) 

12} Comment:” National Development Council, it seems, is like a super-cabinet”.                     (2000/20) 

13} Comment: “The Planning Commission continues to exist but some would say that it is withering 

away, along with real planning is itself”.                                                                                      (1999/20) 
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14} Comment:” State and district planning bodies in India have not been effective in achieving their 

goals”.                                                                                                                                          (1998/20) 

15} `After the creation of the Planning Commission, the role of the Finance Commission has started 

diminishing’. Review the statement.                                                                                            (1996/60) 

16}  `Development administration ultimately boils down to effective project implementation, and it is 

implementation that has been badly neglected in India planning”. Critically examine the statement. 

                                                                                                                                                    (1995/30) 

17} `Conceptually, district planning introduces a spatial dimension to the planning process at the state 

level”. Examine, in this context, the role of district planning in practice in different states.         (1995/60) 

6:  State Government & Administration 

1} `The Chief Minister is the real executive of the state, whose effectiveness is largely related to his 

personality traits and equation with central leadership”. Explain and illustrate with relevant examples. 

 (2008/60)                        

2} What are the tension areas in Union–state relations in planning?                                          (2008/30) 

3} `The dispute between secretariat and Directorate is the result of Generalist vs. Specialist 

controversy’. Analyze.                                                                                                                  (2007/60) 

4} There is a separate central Ministry or Department on each subject allocated to state List. Does or 

an emphasis on development administration? Analyze.                                                              (2007/60) 

5} `Because of several judicial pronouncements Governors in states are no longer viewed as agents of 

the `party in power” at the central level”. Evaluate.                                                                     (2007/20) 

6} `The main problem of central – state relations in India is bottlenecks in fiscal federalism”. Comment. 

 (2006/60)                                                                                                                                               

7} `The Chief Minister symbolizes ruling power structure and id the real executive head of the state 

Government”. Discuss the above statement in the light of his position in a coalition Government.   

 (2005/60)         

8} `One of the greatest weakness inherent in a Federal Polity is the possibility of conflict of loyalty and 

responsibility on the part of public Governments”.-Elaborate and comment.                              (2004/60) 
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9} ”The position of Governors towards exercising their discretion and powers has considerably changed 

after 1967”.Discuss.                                                                                                                     (2004/60) 

10} Comment:” The highly significant and elevated position of Chief Secretary is significantly 

undermined in practice today”.                                                                                                    (2004/20) 

11} `Article 163 makes the Governor the sole judge in matters in which he is required to act in his 

discretion”. Explain.                                                                                                                     (2003/30) 

12} The role of local self-government in the state administration is of considerable importance. Evaluate  

the statement in the context of the 73rd and 74th amendments made.                                         (2002/60) 

13} “State Directorates are administrative and implementation units assisting the Department 

functioning from the Secretariat’. Explain.                                                                                   (2001/30) 

14} `In the Chief Secretary, the State Government has an officer whose counterpart does not obtain in 

the Union Government”. Elucidate.                                                                                              (2000/30) 

15}  `Among several other problems, the problem of financial relationship is perhaps the most complex 

one “. Explain in the context of recent developments in Union-State relations in India.              (2000/60) 

16} “The legislative and executive powers of the States are comprehensive, but the exercise of these 

powers are subject to regulation, abridgement and even suspension by the Union”. Comment.(1999/30) 

17} Comment :`It would be a gross fallacy to regard the institution of the Governor as a faint presence 

like a full moon at midday”.                                                                                                          (1999/20) 

18} `The States are constitutionally obliged to ensure that the laws passed by parliament are 

implemented”. Explain the constitutional position fully.                                                              (1997/60) 

19} Comment:” The legislative relations between Union and State governments are more biased 

towards Union government”.                                                                                                      (19997/20) 

20} Comment:” The Governor of a State wears two hats, and therefore, dilemmas have arisen in 

practice”.                                                                                                                                     (1996/20) 

21} Comment:” the Union-State financial relations, as provided in the Constitution, are biased towards 

Union Government in the context of borrowing”. Comment.                                                        (1996/20) 
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7:  District Administration since Independence 

1} ”Many of the programmes of development being implemented at the State and the Local level have 

been initiated or financed by the Union Government. This has transformed the nature of Indian 

federalism’. “Critically examine this assessment.                                                                        (2009/30) 

2} `District Administration is like a small tortoise carrying the load of an elephant”. Discuss.     (2008/20) 

3} ‘The District Collector, the Additional Deputy Commissioner and Sub-Divisional Officer, have virtually 

become `officers-in-attendance” and have lost initiative and independence of judgment”. Comment.  

 (2006/60)                                                                                                                                              

4} `The primary emphasis in District Administration has to be on implementation of development 

programmes in cooperation with active support of people “.Elucidate.                                       (2005/30) 

5} Comment:”The District Collector is an overburdened officer due to the expansion and increasing 

developmental activities”.                                                                                                            (2005/20) 

6}`The district officer as a chief agent and representative of state serves as a channel of 

communication between the Government and the residents of the district”. Explain.                 (2004/30) 

7} Comment: “District Collector has increasingly become multi-dimensional “.                          (2003/20) 

8} `Collector is the representative of the State government in the district and also represents public 

interest”. Comment.                                                                                                                     (2002/30) 

9} Comment: ’The District Collector admirably survived the historical change of role from an alien 

regime to a national one”.                                                                                                            (2001/20) 

10} Comment “It is a major challenge to balance the role of District Collector with the powers of 

democratic bodies”.                                                                                                                     (2000/20) 

11} “The District Rural Development Agency is presently serving as the nodal agency of rural 

development at the district level”. Explain                                                                                  (1997/30) 

12} Critically review the evolving relationship between the district magistrate and the superintendent of 

police in the field of law and order management in a district”.                                                    (1995/60) 

13} Comment:” Special development programmes  seek to solve special problems, but their successful 

implementation depends on complex inter-institutional linkages”.                                            (1995/20) 
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8:  Civil Services 

1} “A fixed tenure in Civil Service postings can increase productivity, accountability, and probity in 

Government”. Comment.                                                                                                             (2009/20) 

2} Do state Services suffer in comparison with the All-India and Central Services Suggest measures for 

enhancing the role, competence and impact of State Services.                                                  (2009/30) 

3} Discuss the relationship between governance and development in any one Indian State, giving 

illustrations.                                                                                                                                  (2009/30) 

4} `There is no basic contradiction between Civil Service neutrality and Civil Service activism”. 

Comment.                                                                                                                                    (2009/20) 

5} `The weakest aspect of Indian administration is the grievance redressal machinery “.Discuss.  

                                                                                                                                                     (2009/20) 

6} `Training of civil servants for capacity building should be in consonance with the needs of the socio-

economic and technological development of the country”. Explain                                             (2008/30) 

7} “A well-designed module-based training for Civil Servants is the best way to achieve the goals of 

good governance”. Analyze.                                                                                                       (2007/20) 

8} `The generalist character of I.A.S is its chief characteristics as well as its chief criticism”. Comment.   

                                                                                                                                                   (2006/20) 

9} Comment: ’One of the most distinctive characteristics of Indian Administrative service is its 

multipurpose character”.                                                                                                             (2005/20) 

10} “In-service training of officers belonging to higher civil services has been perhaps the most 

conspicuous development in Indian administration”. Discuss with reference to training designed for the 

Indian Administrative Service officers.                                                                                       (2003/60) 

11} Comment: ”A distinctive feature of the Indian administration, since Independence, has been the 

noticeable efforts undertaken to make the administrative system effectively reach and respond to 

citizens” grievances”.                                                                                                                  (2003/20) 

12} Comment:” The size of the leviathan goes on expanding, despite the country’s recent commitment 

to downsizing or rightsizing”.                                                                                                      (2003/20) 

13} Comment:” All India services as an institution-is the result of history”.                                (2002/20) 

14} Comment:” The need and significance of all India services has been well recognized in political as 

well as administrative circle“.                                                                                                     (2001/20) 

15} “All India Services play a crucial unifying role in the whole administrative system of the country”. 

Explain                                                                                                                                         (2000/30) 



©VISION IAS                                                        www.visioniasonline.com   12

16} Comment: ‘The All-India Services have, naturally, to be remunerative on a higher level than 

services recruited purely on a local basis”.                                                                                  (1999/20) 

17} Comment: ”Article 320 states that the Government shall consult the U.P.S.C on certain specific 

matters”.                                                                                                                                       (1999/20) 

18} It is argued that the recruitment and training of All India and Central Services have not kept pace 

with the changing needs and time. Give suggestions for improving these processes in order to make 

administrators more effective, committed and honest.                                                                (1998/60) 

19} Comment: ’Central Services are more `All-India” in character than are the All-India Services”.   

 (1998/20) 

20} Comment: ”The machinery of administrative tribunals has been provided for the purpose of speedy 

and cheap justice against official excesses.                                                                                (1997/20) 

21} `Independence of the Public Service Commission’s has been ensured under specific provisions of 

the Constitution”. Examine.                                                                                                          (1996/30) 

22} Comment:” The public services in India have been conferred a Constitutional status “.       (1996/20) 

23} `The Satish Chandra Committee made a valiant attempt to correct the imbalances unnecessarily 

introduced in the selection process for civil servants during the late 1970s “. Comment.           (1995/30) 
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