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General Studies Prelim 2011: Current Affairs 

 

PART I: NATIONAL NEWS 
 

Polity and Governance 

 

January 25 to be National Voters' Day 

 

• January 25 will hereafter be celebrated as National Voters' Day. The date marks the foundation day of the 

Election Commission of India. On that day, young voters, who attain the age of 18 years on January 1, will be 

given Electors' Photo Identity Cards (EPIC). 

• Participation of the youth in the political process was rather low. The youth's involvement has to be 

increased.  

 

Now only six ‘national parties' in India 

 

• The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), which was earlier considered a national party, will henceforth be only a 

recognised State level party in Bihar, Jharkhand and Manipur. Its recognition in Nagaland has been 

withdrawn in view of its poor performance in the 2008 Assembly election there. 

• Now, the six recognised national parties are the Congress, the Bharatiya Janata Party, the Communist 

Party of India (CPI), the CPI (M), the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Nationalist Congress Party. 

  

Background: 

 

National party: 

For getting national party status, a political party should have recognition in at least four States. 

State Party: 

If and only if Condition (A) or (B) is, fulfilled  

(A)  

    * has been engaged in political activity for a continuous period of five years; and 

    * has won in last general election  (i)1/25 seats in the House of the People or (ii) 1/30 seats in the Legislative 

Assembly of that State. 
(B) Total number of valid votes polled by party is in last general election not less than six per cent of the total 

number of valid votes. 

Benefits: A “State party” is entitled to exclusive allotment of its reserved symbol to its candidates in the States 

where it is recognised, and a candidate of a “national Party” can use the reserved symbol throughout India. 

[see. http://eci.nic.in/eci_main/faq/RegisterationPoliticalParties.asp ] 

 

  

VISION IAS ™  
www.visionias.wordpress.com 

www.visionias.cfsites.org                www.visioniasonline.com  
 



 

©VISION IAS                                                   www.visioniaswordpress.com                            

 
2

Bihar scraps MLA fund: first state in India to do away with MLALAD scheme. 

  

Background: 

• The Member of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLAD) was launched by the Government 

of India on 23rd December, 1993, to enable Members of Parliament to recommend works of 

developmental nature with emphasis on the creation of durable community assets based on the locally 

felt needs to be taken up in their Constituencies/States. Initially the MPLADS was under the control of 

the Ministry of Rural Development. The subject relating to the MPLADS was transferred to the Ministry 

of Statistics and Programme implementation in October, 1994. 
• Current fund allocation since from 1998-99 is Rs 2crore.  
• The government is planning to increase it to Rs. 5 crore per annum. 
• Various committees and commissions have recommended to abolish it.  
• The latest NABCONS report says it is the best scheme. NABARD Consultancy Services (Nabcons) is a 

wholly-owned subsidiary of the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) 
• States also started MLALAD fund on the lines of MPLAD. 
• Bihar is the first state in India to do away with MLALAD scheme. 

  

 

Project Vigeye 

• Project Vigeye (Vigilance Eye) is a citizen-centric initiative, wherein citizens join hands with the Central 

Vigilance Commission in fighting corruption in India. 

• It is the platform through which vigilance information flows freely through common public, the government 

agencies and the vigilance commission, making it possible to achieve a step jump in improving the 

corruption index of the nation. 

  

The important features of Project Vigeye are: 

� Citizens have multiple channels(website/mobile application) to air their grievances and complaints to CVC 

� The entire complaint processing is done online, in digital form, enabling fast and accurate processing of 

complaints. 

� The concerned CVO will interact with the complainant directly  to take it forward 

� Status of the complaint is communicated back to the complainant - the communication loop becomes 

complete 

  

 

Kerala House passes Bill to form Plachimada tribunal 

• In a trail-blazing legislative initiative, the Kerala Assembly  passed the Plachimada Coca-Cola Victims Relief and 

Compensation Claims Special Tribunal Bill 2011 to secure for the inhabitants of Plachimada in Palakkad district 

compensation for the ecological damage caused by the Coca Cola unit that used to function in the village. 

  

Background: 

• In Plachimada, Coca-Cola is allegedly responsible for creating problems for communities by creating severe water 

shortages and polluting the groundwater and soil, destroying farms by draining them out completely. The plant 

here used about 900,000 liters of water last year, about a third of it for the soft drinks, the rest to clean bottles 

and machinery. It is drawn from wells at the plant but also from aquifers Coca-Cola shares with neighboring 

farmers. The water is virtually free to all users. These farmers who have been protesting say their problems began 

after the Coca-Cola factory arrived in 1999. 
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Independent MLAs and 10th schedule 

• Under the 10th Schedule of the Constitution of India, an independent MLA has to remain an independent 

throughout the term of the Vidhan Sabha and in case he joins any political party, he is liable to be disqualified 

from the membership of the House. 

• Supreme Court in Jagjit Singh's case had already held that even if an independent MLA does not formally join any 

political party but by his conduct loses his independent character, he is liable to be disqualified from the 

membership of the House. 

• In news: INLD wants Independent MLAs disqualified 

 

Jamia Millia Islamia declared minority institution 

• In a historic order, the National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions (NCMEI) granted minority 

institution status to the Jamia Millia Islamia University.  

Benefits: 

• This will allow the Jamia Millia — started in 1920 and declared a Central university by an Act of Parliament in 

1988 — to reserve up to 50 per cent seats for Muslims.  

• Minority status means the Jamia Millia will no longer have to give reservation to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 

Tribe students. 

Logics 

• Jamia was established for the purpose of keeping Muslim education in Muslim hands, entirely free from external 

contro 

• Section 2(o) of the Jamia Millia Islamia Act, 1988, acknowledges it in no uncertain terms that Jamia was founded 

by the leaders of the Khilafat Movement. It is well known that the Khilafat Movement was spearheaded by 

Maulana Shaukat Ali and Maulana Mohd. Ali Jauhar, and that the movement gave birth to the Non-Cooperation 

Movement launched by Gandhiji.  

Opposition 

• The Human Resource Development Ministry had opposed the move on the ground that a petition challenging the 

minority status of the Aligarh Muslim University was pending in the Supreme Court and its judgment would have 

a bearing on the Jamia case.  

  

NCMEI 

• The Government brought out an Ordinance in November 2004 establishing the Commission.  Later a Bill was 

introduced in the Parliament in December 2004 and both Houses passed the Bill.  The NCMEI Act was notified in 

January 2005. 

• The Commission is mandated to look into specific complaints regarding deprivation or violation of rights of 

minorities to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice.  Protection of rights of minorities 

are enshrined in Article 30 of the Constitution which states that “all minorities, whether based on religion or 

language shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice”.  

• Chairman: Justice M. S. A. Siddiqui (as on 2 Apr 2011) 

 

m-governance policy 

• The government is framing a policy on mobile governance (m-governance) to be able to deliver citizen 

services through cellphones. 

• The department of information technology (DIT) has set up an internal committee to draft a consultation 

paper. 

• The policy will lay down a regulatory framework for m-governance and include mandates on security 

measures, supporting infrastructure and technology standards. It will span areas such as health, education 

and financial services. 
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Armed Forces Tribunal throws up its hands 

 

• The Armed Forces Tribunal (HQ- New Delhi) has expressed its anguish over lack of powers to get its orders 

executed. Many a time it has found itself helpless as its orders are not being implemented by authorities, said the 

Tribunal. 

• It is sad that the power of civil contempt has not been given in the Armed Forces Tribunal Act. It may be an error 

or omission or may be deliberate. 

• Chairperson: Justice A.K. Mathur  

  

Background: 

� The country's first Armed Forces Tribual launched on 8th August 2009. 

� The Armed Forces Tribunal Act, passed by Parliament in 2007, came into effect in June last year.  

� It provides for adjudication by the tribunal of disputes and complaints about commission, appointments, 

enrolment and service conditions in respect of those covered by the Three Services Act, and hearing of 

appeals arising out of orders, findings or sentences of court martial. The tribunal will have original jurisdiction 

in service matters and appellate jurisdiction in court martial matters. 

 

"Hadi Rani"/Country's first all-women police battalion 

� Country’s first all-women battalion, “Hadi Rani”,  was inducted into Rajasthan Police at a convocation 

parade organised at Sultan Singh Stadium at the Police Training Centre in Jodhpur . A total of 480 women 

police officers from various districts have been appointed to the battalion.  

 

e-court project 

� The Union Cabinet recently gave its nod for expanding the scope of the e-court project to cover about 1,000 

more courts under the scheme. With the decision, a total of 14,249 courts in 3,069 court complexes would 

be covered under the scheme, as against the coverage of 13,348 courts in 2,100 court complexes approved 

earlier.  

� E-courts is one of the mission-mode projects of e-governance under the National e-Governance 

Plan(NeGP). Under the project, comprehensive computerisation and Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT) enablement of 12,000 courts in 2,100 court complexes is scheduled to be completed by 

March 2012 and the balance by March 2014.  

� The revised cost estimates make provisions for wide area network connectivity, data entry of pending cases, 

and installation of equipment for uninterrupted power supply for the ICT infrastructure, among other things.  

� An empowerment committee is to be constituted in the Department of Justice to provide strategic direction 

and guidance for the project. 

� The scheme is aimed at facilitating transparent flow of information on case status and other such aspects 

to litigants and other stakeholders, apart from improving court management. 

� It would also provide for establishment of video conferencing facilities in courts and prisons to facilitate 

quicker disposal of cases.  

  

Gudalur Janmam Abolition Act 

� The Gudalur Janmam Estates (Abolition and Conversion into Ryotwari) of 1969 was an act aiming at vesting 

private forest with the state and was specially created for the Gudalur Taluk of Nilgiris District in Tamil 

Nadu State in India. The Act passed by the Tamilnadu State Legislature . 

� This was also included in the ninth schedule of the constitution.  

� The supreme court has held recently that this inclusion in the ninth schedule of the constitution did not 

violate any fundamental right or destroy the basic structure of the constitution. A Bench of chief justice 

held that the purpose of the Act, enacted by the Tamilnadu government, was meant to do away with 

hereditary ship. 
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First UID holder 

� Ranjana Sonawne: 782474317884. With this number, Ranjana has become the first Indian to get the UID 

(Unique Identification). 

� UIDAI was launched AADHAAR program in the tribal village, Tembhli, in Nandurbar district, Maharashtra on 

29th September, 2010. 

 

Babhli project 

� It is a barrage, built over River Godavri, in Maharashtra's Nanded district.  

� The Babhli dam will help irrigate 8000 hectares in Nanded, and provide drinking water to nearly 60 villages 

and towns. 

� Andhra Pradesh fears that it's six districts will turn into a desert due to the project. 

 

Background: 

� The Babhli Project was cleared in 1995, but the construction only began in 2004. 

� In 2005, Andhra Pradesh complained to the Centre that Babhli would deny the state its due share of water. 

The Centre appointed a technical committee to investigate. 

� In 2006, Andhra went to the Supreme Court to stop Maharashtra from constructing the barrage 

� The next year, the court said Maharashtra could continue with the construction but, not install the 13 gates, 

which are the most crucial part of the dam as their height determines how much water can be stored. 

 

Nalanda University Bill 

 

� The University of Nalanda is proposed to be established under the aegis of the East Asia Summit (EAS), as a 

regional initiative. Government of India constituted a Nalanda Mentor Group (NMG) in 2007, under the 

Chairmanship of Prof. Amartya Sen to examine the framework of international cooperation, and proposed 

structure of partnership, which would govern the establishment of this University as an international centre 

of education. The NMG also has representatives from Singapore, China, Japan and Thailand.  

� The University shall have the following schools of education upon its establishment: 

  

1.     Buddhist Studies, Philosophy and Comparative Religions 

2.      Historical Studies 

3.      International Relations & Peace Studies 

4.      Business Management in relation to Public Policy and Development Studies 

5.      Languages and Literature; and 

6.      Ecology and Environmental Studies. 

  

Background: 

Nalanda International University 

Nalanda International University is the name of a proposed university in Nalanda, Bihar based on the ideal of the 

ancient university once situated there. It is a dream project of the former Indian president APJ Abdul Kalam. 

Gopa Sabharwal has been appointed the first Vice Chancellor of this university. 

  

Nalanda 

� Nalanda is the name of an ancient center of higher learning in Bihar. 

�  It  was a Buddhist center of learning from 427 to 1197 CE. It has been called "one of the first great 

universities in recorded history".  

� Some buildings were constructed by the Mauryan emperor Ashoka the Great.   

� According to historians, Nalanda flourished between the reign of the Gupta king  Kumāragupta and Buddhist 

emperors like Harsha as well as later emperors from the Pala Empire.  
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� At its peak, the university attracted scholars and students from as far away as China, Greece, and Persia. 

�  Nalanda was sacked by Turkic Muslim invaders under Bakhtiyar Khalji in 1193, a milestone in the decline of 

Buddhism in India.  

� In 2006, Singapore, China, India, Japan, and other nations, announced a proposed plan to restore and 

revive the ancient site as Nalanda International University. 

 

Narco test & supreme court 

 

• In a major blow to investigating agencies, the Supreme Court held unconstitutional and violation of the 

‘right to privacy' the use of narco analysis, brain-mapping and polygraph tests on accused, suspects and 

witnesses without their consent.  

• The Bench held that if these techniques were used compulsorily if would violate Article 20 (3)[No person 

accused of any offence shall be compelled to be a witness against himself] .  

• Narco analysis technique involves the intravenous administration of sodium pentothal, a drug which lowers 

inhibitions on part of the subject and induces the person to talk freely. The other two techniques measure 

changes in aspects such as respiration, blood pressure, blood flow, pulse and galvanic skin resistance. The 

truthfulness or falsity on part of the subject is assessed by relying on the records of the physiological 

responses 

 

Inter-State water disputes under Inter-State River Water Disputes Act (ISRWD), 1956 

  

River(s) States Date of Constitution 

of Tribunal 

Date of Award 

Krishna Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka 

Apr-69 May-76 

Godavari Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa 

Apr-69 Jul-80 

Narmada Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra 

Oct-69 Dec-79 

Cauvery Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 

Union Territory of Pondicherry 

Jun-90 Report u/s 5(2) 

received 5.2.2007 

Krishna Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and 

Maharashtra 

Apr-04 Jan 2011 

Model/ 

Mandovi/Mahadayi/ 

Goa, Karnataka and Under Construction - 

Vansadhara Andhra Pradesh & Orissa Under Construction - 
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Economic and Social Development 

Population stabilisation target date pushed back to 2070 

� Union Health and Family Welfare Ministry has pushed back the target date for achieving population 

stabilisation to 2070 (with a population of 170 crore) from 2045 , stipulated in the National Population Policy 

(NPP) 2000. 

    Reason: 

1. Total Fertility Rate (TFR) continuing at 2.8 per cent 

2. While there was a declining trend in fertility rates in 14 States, northern and central parts of the country 

continued to have persistently high TFRs ranging from 3 to 3.9 per cent 

 

India Signs Convention of Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage 

• In Vienna on 27th Oct 2010, India signed the Convention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear 

Damage (CSC), which seeks to establish a uniform global legal regime for the compensation of victims in the 

event of a nuclear accident.  
• At the moment four States have signed and ratified the Convention - Argentina, Morocco, Romania and the 

United States. India's signing brings a total of 14 States as current signatories to the Convention.  
• The Convention is set to enter into force on the ninetieth day after date of ratification by at least five States 

who have a minimum of 400,000 units of installed nuclear capacity.  
 

Background 

Adopted on 12 September 1997, the Convention on Compensation for Nuclear Damage was opened for signature at 

the IAEA's 41st General Conference at Vienna that same month. The CSC is consistent with principles set forth in 

previous international agreements governing nuclear liability, including the Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for 

Nuclear Damage and the Paris Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy. It provides a bridge 

between these two regimes, is open to States that are party to neither of these two regimes, and establishes an 

international fund to increase the amount available to compensate victims. The CSC also allows for compensating 

civil damage occurring within a State's exclusive economic zone, including loss of tourism or fisheries related 

income. It also sets parameters on a nuclear operator's financial liability, time limits governing possible legal action, 

requires that nuclear operators maintain insurance or other financial security measures and provides for a single 

competent court to hear claims. 

  

$1-bn innovation fund mooted for inclusive growth 

� The proposal, yet to be approved by the Centre, was agreed to at a recent meeting of the National 

Innovation Council (NIC). 

� It was said that 20 industry clusters and 20 university clusters would be identified to help “seed innovations” 

for promoting inclusive economic growth under this new initiative. 

 

NIMHANS 

� The Union Cabinet today approved the proposal of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare to declare 

National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore as an Institute of National 

Importance on the lines of All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, Post Graduate Institute of 

Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh and Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education & 

Research, Puducherry. 

� This will facilitate NIMHANS to develop patterns of teaching, with the flexibility to device new courses, 

constantly evolving syllabi. The Institute will be able to take up new courses that are required and are not 

currently part of the MCI approved courses.  
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NCDC to become apex institute 

� The National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), Delhi—formerly known as the National Institute of 

Communicable Diseases (NICD) – is all set to become the apex institute for communicable diseases on a par 

with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta, U.S. 

  

Background: 

� Established in 1909 as Central Bureau of Malaria at Kasauli in Himachal Pradesh, the institute was renamed 

Malaria Survey of India in 1927. It was shifted to Delhi in 1938 and renamed as the NICD in 1963 and in July 

2009 as NCDC. The institute has not undergone any upgrade for decades and as such sometimes falls short 

of fulfilling its growing mandate to address to address emerging and re-emerging diseases. 

 

98th Indian Science Congress  

• The 98th Indian Science Congress held at the SRM University, near Chennai, from January 3-7, 2010. 

• 99th Indian Science Congress will be held in Bhubaneswar during January 3-7, 2012. The focal theme will be 

‘Science and technology for inclusive innovation, the role of women.' 

        

Background: 

• Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) is a premier scientific organisation of India,started in the year 1914, 

with Headquarters at Kolkata.. It meets annually in the first week of January every year. 

• The ISCA was established by two British chemists, Professor J. L. Simonsen and Professor P.S. MacMahon to 

promote scientific research in India. As per tradition, Indian Science Congress has always been inaugurated on the 

3rd of January by the Prime Minister of India and is chaired by the Chief Minister of the state in which it is held. 

  

97th Thiruvanantpuram 

96th Shilong 

95th Vishakhapatnnam 
 

Health 

Bird flu strikes India again 

• Where: State Duck Breeding Farm in Agartala 

• With this, India has lost the bird flu-free status it acquired in June 2, 2010. 

• The last outbreak was reported in January 2010 in Khargram block of Murshidabad district in West Bengal. 

National Infant Mortality Rate Down to Fifty 

� As per the latest Sample Registration System (SRS) estimates released by the Registrar General of India (RGI), 

Ministry of Home Affairs for the year 2009, it is noted that  Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)* has dropped by  3 points 

from 53 (during 2008) to 50 infants deaths per 1000 live births during 2009.  The IMR for rural areas has dropped 

by 3 points from 58 to 55 infant deaths per 1000 live births.  

STATE/UT 2009 2008 comment 

Goa 11 10 +1 

Kerala 12 12   

Manipur 16 14   

Puducherry 22 25   

Daman 24 31   
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Chandigarh 25 28   

Lakshadweep 25 31   

Nagaland 26 26   

A&N Islands  27 31 -4 

Tamil Nadu 28 31   

Maharashtra 31 33   

Tripura 31 34   

Arunachal Pradesh 32 32   

W. Bengal 33 35   

Delhi 33 35   

Sikkim 34 33   

Mizoram 36 37   

D&N 37 34   

Punjab 38 41   

Karnataka 41 45 -4 

Uttarakhand 41 44   

Jharkhand 44 46   

Himachal Pr 45 44   

J&K 45 49 -4 

Gujarat 48 50   

Andhra Pr. 49 52   

ALL INDIA 50 53 -3 

Haryana 51 54   

Bihar 52 56 -4 

Chhattisgarh 54 57   

Rajasthan 59 63 -4 

Meghalaya 59 58   

Assam 61 64   

Uttar Pradesh 63 67 -4 

Orissa 65 69 -4 

Madhya Pradesh 67 70   
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� While the national average is 3 points drop, the States of Bihar, Karnataka, Orissa, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 

J&K, Andaman and Nicobar islands have reported 4 points decrease.  

  

Background: 

The Sample Registration System (SRS) is a large-scale demographic survey for providing reliable annual estimates of 

birth rate, death rate and other fertility & morality indicators at the national and sub-national levels.  The SRS sample is 

replaced every ten years based on the latest census frame. At present, SRS is operational in 7,597 sample units (4,433 

rural nd 3,164 urban) spread across all States and Union Territories and covers about 1.5 million households and 7.18 

million population. 

   

*IMR= infant deaths per 1000 live births. 

Indian Geographical/Cultural/other Issues 

 

International Container Transhipment Terminal(ICTT) on Vallarpadam/ India's first ICCT. 

• Prime Minister Manmohan Singh dedicated to the nation the first phase of International Container 

Transhipment Terminal on Vallarpadam Island. It will help exporters access mainline container vessels calling at 

the port. 

• It is India's first ICCT. 

• The project is a near 50-50 partnership between Dubai Ports World (DP World) and the Government of India, 

investing through the Cochin Port Trust. DP World has a 30-year BOT agreement with the Port Trust for the 

facility being commissioned in three phases. The first has a capacity to handle one million TEUs (20-foot 

equivalent unit) of cargo. The design capacity in the final phase is 5.5 million TEUs. 

  

Background: 

� Vallarpadam : is one among the group of islands, that form part of the city of Kochi, Kerala. It is situated in the 

Lake of Kochi. 

  

The need: 

• The absence of a global hub port and the lack of transhipment facilities had put Indian trade at a disadvantage as 

about 60 per cent of the country's export-import containers were transhipped through ports such as Singapore 

and Colombo. 

• Transhipment of India-bound or outbound containers from these foreign ports involved an additional expense of 

$300 a container and an extra seven to 10 days in transit time. 

• Government of India had approved 22 PPP projects at an estimated investment of Rs.9,000 crore. Twenty-two 

more PPP projects were under bidding and would be awarded soon. 

 

Transhipment: 

• Transshipment or Transhipment is the shipment of goods or containers to an intermediate destination, and then 

from there to yet another destination. 

• One possible reason is to change the means of transport during the journey (for example from ship transport to 

road transport), known as transloading.  

• Another reason is to combine small shipments into a large shipment, dividing the large shipment at the other end 

  

Rail Bandhu 

• Passengers on high-end trains like the Rajdhani Express and the Shatabdi Express can now look forward to getting 

Rail Bandhu, an in-house magazine to be published by the Railways, free of cost. 

• The first magazine by the Railways is all set to be launched on Rail Diwas on April 16 by Minister Mamata 

Banerjee. 

• As a pilot project, the Rail Bandhu (rail friend) will be launched in Northern Railway and distributed in high-end 

trains. 
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Renaming of Tuticorin Port Trust as V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust  

• Ports in India are generally named after the city or the town in which these are situated. However, the 

Government, in special cases, after due consideration have renamed Ports after great leaders in the past. 

• There have been frequent demands from several quarters in Tamil Nadu to re¬name Tuticorin Port Trust as V.O. 

Chidambaranar Port Trust. Thiru V.O. Chidambaranar Pillai (5th September, 1872 – 18th November, 1936) hailed 

from Ottapidararn near Tuticorin in Tamilnadu. As part of Swadeshi movement, he started 'the Swadeshi Steam 

Navigation Company', procured two ships and launched the first indigenous Indian Shipping service between 

Tuticorin and Colombo in the year 1906. He was an erudite scholar in Tamil, a prolific writer, a fiery speaker, a 

trade union leader of unique calibre and a dauntless freedom fighter. 

• By renaming the Port of Tuticorin Port Trust as V.O. Chindambaranar, a grateful nation would be remembering 

the invaluable contribution made by the legendary freedom fighter in its freedom struggle.  

 

Jal Hansa 

• First sea plane service in country 
• To boost coastal tourism 
• Joint venture between PHHL and Andeman and Nicobar administration 

Cessna 208A 

• Canada made eight seater Sea plane 
Used in Jal Hansa service 

 

Global Centre for Nuclear Energy partnership 

 

� Haryana would host the world's first Global Centre for Nuclear Energy partnership at village Kheri Jassaur near 

Bahadurgarh in district Jhajjar. 

� The centre would be set up with the assistance of France, Russia and United Statesfor research and development 

of secure and proliferation resistant reactor systems.  

� The Centre would facilitate deliberation and discussions of international experts on various issues including 

innovation in nuclear reactors and the nuclear fuel cycle, development of proliferation-resistant reactors, 

security technologies and the effects of radiation exposure, he further added. 

  

Background: 

[note: India announced the same in Washington Nuclear security summit 2010] 

Geographical 

SAIL to invest Rs. 5,000 cr to develop Chiria mines 

• in Jharkhand 

• to feed its plants in Bokaro, Burnpur, Durgapur and Rourkela.  

• Tagging along 13 conditions, Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh gave forest clearance to SAIL for mining iron 

ore from the Chiria reserves overturning the Forest Advisory Committee's recommendations.  

• The existing mines of the steel major in the eastern part of the country have almost depleted and thus the Chiria 

mines would be the sole source for raw materials for these plants. 

 

Indira Sagar Polavaram project 

� It is a mega project envisaging the construction of a dam across Godavari river, link Krishna and Godavari rivers, 

develop a vast irrigation system that would cover 15 out of 23 districts in Andhra Pradesh, and generate 960 mw 

power. It is a part of National River-Linking Project. 

� Human rights activists came out against the project because of large scale displacement mainly of tribals and 

environmental issues.  Orissa also expressed its concern on the submerging of its land and filed a suit in supreme 

court. 
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Background: 

National River-Linking Project, which works under the aegis of the Indian Ministry of Water Resources, was designed to 

overcome the deficit in water in the country. As a part of this plan, surplus water from the Himalayan rivers is to be 

transferred to the peninsular rivers of India. 

Experts: Lower Subansiri dam height to prevent disaster 

Gogoi: technical team must study Subansiri dam safety 

Background: 

Subansari Dam  

• The Lower Subansari Dam is a  116 meter high concrete dam , 2,000 Mega-Watt under construction hydroelectric 

power project of NHPC limited, over Subansiri river, a tributary of Brahmaputra  located near North Lakhimpur on the 

border of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh . When constructed it will be the largest hydroelectric project in India.  

• There are various security/environmental  concerns has been raised including  in a highly seismic zone issue. 

 

Renuka Dam project 

� Also called Parshuram Sagar project is proposed multipurpose hydropower( including water to Delhi) project on 

Giri river in Himachal Pradesh. 

� The Union Environment and Forests Ministry has decided not to give its approval   on the ground that it would 

involves cutting down of a large number of trees. 

Lavasa  

� Lavasa is planned, India's first hill city since Independence. The project is being developed primarily by HCC India 

near Pune and Mumbai and is spread over 25,000 acres (100 km
2
) of controversially procured land. Construction 

of the city came to a halt on January 2011 as Indian government ruled it illegal over environmental grounds. 

 

Brutanga irrigation project 

� Located in Nayagarh district of Orissa.  

� Concern over submergence of the key elephant corridor and since Brutanga is not a perennial river, the 

project would cause water scarcity in the Baisipalli Wildlife Sanctuary and in the tribal villages dotting the 

forests of the region. 

� Centre rethinking clearance granted 

Innovation Park for Mumbai soon 

• The Maharashtra Government has given its nod for a new world-class Innovation Park to be set up in 

Mumbai. The Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) would be developing the 

Park. 

• The Innovation Park will be the biggest research and development centre in the world. It will have 25,000 

scientists from over a hundred countries, doing research in socially beneficial fields. 

Rohtang Tunnel  

Rohtang Tunnel is a tunnel proposed to be built under the Rohtang Pass in the Leh-Manali Highway. The 8.8 km long 

tunnel will be the longest road tunnel in India and is expected to reduce the distance between Manali and Keylong 

by over 60 km Lying on the Manali-Leh axis, this is the only route to Ladakh as the other route through the Zoji La 

pass on the Srinagar-Drass-Kargil-Leh highway also gets blocked by snow for nearly four months in an year. These 

two routes are vital to feed military supplies into the sub-sector west (facing Aksai Chin) and the Siachen Glacier. 

 

By: The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) (Ministry of Defence ) 

Special: When completed in 2015, the 8.8 kilometre-long tunnel is also set to become the world longest tunnel at 

an altitude between 3053 and 3080 metres. 

  

Status: Inaugurated 
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Cultural 

Makara Jyothi  

• Makara Jyothi is a man-lit fire which appears like a celestial star from the Sabarimala Temple and surrounding areas on 

the day of Makar Samkranti (Winter solstice).  

• Its vision is considered as auspicious by the Hindus. 

  

In news:  

• The Supreme Court has declined to entertain a writ petition for a direction to the Travancore Devaswom Board to stop 

lighting the Makara Jyothi at Ponnambalamedu on Makaravilakku day in January every year, as it is not a miracle but 

man-made fire.  

• CJI told petitioner that he should approach the Kerala High Court as three similar petitions were already pending there. 

 

 Padmanabhaswamy Temple  

• A Division Bench of the Kerala High Court directed the State government to immediately take steps to constitute a 

body corporate or trust or any other authority on the lines of the Guruvayur Devaswom to take over control of the Sree 

Padmanabhaswamy Temple, its assets and management.  

  

Related info: 

It is a famous Hindu temple of Lord Vishnu, located inside the Fort in the city of Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The temple is one 

of the 108 divya desam, the holiest abodes of Lord Vishnu. The main deity, Padmanabhaswamy, is a form of Vishnu in 

Anananthasayanam posture (in eternal sleep of yognidra). 

 

UNESCO's intangible heritage list 
The UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) inscribes three Indian performing-art forms, the 

Mudiyettu, a ritual theatre of Kerala; the Chhau dance, a tradition from eastern India; and the Kalbelia folk songs and dances of 

Rajasthan in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

This annual list, unlike the World Heritage list that focuses on monuments and natural sites, spotlights performing art forms of 

outstanding value and are vulnerable due to lack of support. 

  

Background: 

The Mudiyettu, the ritual dance drama annually performed after the harvest of summer crops in Kerala, is more than 250 

years old. This art form involves elaborate drawings on floors, masks made of areca nut fronds and playing of drums. What was 

once well patronised, now has only three traditional families of regular performers. 

  

The Chhau dance, known for its crafted masks and mock combat movements, is prevalent in the tribal parts of Orissa, 

Jharkhand and West Bengal. The economic backwardness of the area, an extensive survey by the Sangeet Natak Akademi 

reveals, has had a negative impact on the artists of the Chhau and their art. 

 Similarly, the Kalbeli community of snake charmers from Rajasthan are also impacted. As a result, their songs and dances, 

which are characterised by movements and music that evoke serpents, are affected and are in need of support. 

  

So far, about eight Indian heritage elements, including these three, have been inscribed in the representative list. Others are: 

  

• Kutiyattam, Sanskrit Theatre;  
• The Tradition of Vedic Chanting 
• Ramlila - the Traditional Performance of the Ramayana 
• Ramman: religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas 
• Nowruz 

  

It is obligatory on the various governments (132 of them) who have ratified the UNESCO's Convention for Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage and who nominate heritage elements, to ensure that necessary measures, including legal and 

financial, are undertaken to safeguard them. 
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Jaipur's Jantar Mantar inscribed in the World Heritage List 

• Located outside the city palace, this large stone observatory with its many instruments was built by Maharaja 

Sawai Jai Singh II in the 18th century. 

•  It is one of the one of the four existing astronomical observatories in India. The others are located in Varanasi, 

Delhi and Ujjain.  

• The fifth one built in Mathura is not extant.  

• The Samrat Yantra in Jaipur is one of the largest sundials in the world, with its gnomon raising about 73 feet 

above its base.  

Some facts about World Heritage Sites in India 

       Total sites- 28 

� The indian state of Tamil Nadu has the higest number of world heritage site in India. 

� India’s first two sites inscribed on the list at the Seventh Session of the World Heritage held in 1983 were the 

Agra Fort and the Ajanta Caves.  

� Over the years, 26 more sites have been inscribed, the latest site inscribed in 2010 was the Jantar Mantar, Jaipur. 

� Of these 28 sites, 23 are cultural sites and the other five are natural sites.  

� A tentative list of sites/properties submitted by India for recognition includes 30 sites. 

“Project Prahari”  

� The project aimed at fighting the evil ‘witch-hunting' by uplifting the socio-economic status of the people 

launched in a village of Assam is now a state-wide project. 

Vigyan Jyoti 

• a nationwide inspirational drive with an aim to encourage scientific temper among the youth and to spread 

the message of “science for a billion people”. 
• Started on 22 Dec 2010 
• will travel to 10 cities and end its journey in Chennai where the 98th Indian Science Congress will be held at 

SRM University from January 3 to 7 

Indian Diaspora 

9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2011 

• Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated on 9 January every year since 2003 to mark the contribution of Overseas Indian 

community in the development of India. 

• The day commemorates the arrival of Mahatama Gandhi in India from South Africa. 

• 9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was held in New Delhi(7-9 Jan 2011). 

• This year the theme of the event was “Engaging the Indian Diaspora” 

• The North Eastern states of India were partner states for this year’s Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.   

Announcements 

• facility of the Indian Community Welfare Fund has now been extended to all the Indian Missions. 

• The Government has also decided to establish new Indian cultural centres in the US, Canada, Saudi Arabia, France and 

Australia.  

• Government has decided to merge the Overseas Citizen of India Card and the people of Indian Origin Card into a 

single facility.  

• NRIs right to participate in the country’s electoral processes (The Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill, 

2010) 

• The Government is in the process of setting up Indian Worker Resource Centres in countries with a large Indian 

emigrant worker population. (already been established in 18 Indian Missions) 

• Ministry of overseas Indian affairs is launching a project in collaboration with UNIFEM for “Empowering women 

workers from India going to the Gulf countries.” Under the project, innovative institutional arrangements would be set 

up to enable delivery of a host of services for women emigrants. 

• Government has signed Social Security Agreements with twelve countries and has finalised Labour Mobility 

Partnerships with two others to improve the conditions of overseas Indian workers.  

• Similar generic arrangement is also being negotiated with the European Union. 



 

©VISION IAS                                                   www.visioniaswordpress.com                            

 
15 

Background: 

NRI* 

An  Indian citizen who is ordinarily residing outside India and holds  an Indian Passport 

PIO 

A person who or whose any of ancestors was an Indian national and who is presently holding another country’s citizenship/ 

nationality i.e. he/she is holding foreign passport 

PIO card: 

Persons of Indian Origin Card ('PIO Card'''') is a form of identification issued to a Person of Indian Origin. It provides some 

benefits like no  

 requirement of separate visa to visit India etc. 

 

Eligibility PIO Card 

1.Any person who at any time held an Indian Passport;  

or  

2.he or either of his parents or grand parents or great grand parents was born in or was permanently resident in India as 

defined in Government of India Act, 1935 and other territories that became part of India thereafter provided neither was at 

any time a citizen    of    Afghanistan, Bhutan, China,  Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka; 

 or 

3. Who is a spouse of a citizen of India or a person of Indian origin as mentioned above. 

OCI 

• This is a form of Indian nationality, the holders of which are known as Overseas Citizens of India. 

• the Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) Scheme was introduced by amending the Citizenship Act, 1955 in August 2005. 

The Scheme was launched during the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention 2006 at Hyderabad. 

• OCI is not to be misconstrued as ‘dual citizenship’. OCI does not confer political rights. The registered Overseas Citizens 

of India shall not be entitled to the rights conferred on a citizen of India under article 16 of the Constitution with regard 

to equality of opportunity in matters of public employment.  

Eligibility for OCI 

• was a citizen of India on 26 January 1950 or at any time thereafter; or 

• was eligible to become a citizen of India on 26 January 1950; or 

• belonged to a territory that became part of India after the 15 August 1947; or 

• is the child or grandchild of a person described above; 

• has never been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh.  

Some Benefits to OCI 

(i)    A    multiple    entry multi-purpose life long visa for visiting India.  

(ii) Exemption     from registration     with     local police authority for any length of stay in India.  

(iii)    Parity     with     Non resident Indians (NRIs) in respect of economic, financial and educational fields except in relation 

to        acquisition        of agricultural or plantation properties.    No   parity shall be allowed in the sphere of 

political rights.  

Any other benefits to OCIs will be notified by the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) under Section 7B(1) of the    

Citizenship    Act, 

1955. 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

Spice park  
� The Union Government has approved a proposal for establishment of a spice park at Ramganj Mandi in Kota district of 

Rajasthan to promote production and marketing of spices.  

Background: 

� India’s first Spices Park was opened at Chhindwara in Madhya Pradesh . 
� Spices Board has planned to set up Seven such parks . 

Farmer Suicides(facts) 

• Top five states(2009) 
- MH(2872, 4th time),KA(2,282),AP,MP(1395),CH(1802) 



 

©VISION IAS                                                   www.visioniaswordpress.com                            

 
16 

• 1997-2009 
- 2,16,500 

• 2009 

- 17368(highest) 

Kisan gyan kendras 
� The Lupin Human Welfare and Research Foundation has established “Kisan Gyan Kendras” (farmers' knowledge 

centres) in 21 villages of Bharatpur district to provide agriculturists with the latest information on farm technologies, 

bio-farming and animal husbandry. 

Novel Initiative (Internal Administrative reform) 
• Senior bureaucrats (additional secretary and joint secretary) of union agriculture ministry to tour the 

country (institutes such as ICAR, KVK, State Agriculture Universities and villages) to identify the institutes 

and the technology available for dissemination in the field. 
• To submit a report of observations and suggestions. 
• There is a lag in technologies developed in labs and reaching to Indian farmers. 

GMP(Grow More Pulses) Compain 

• The campaign is an initiative supported by Tata Chemicals and Rallis India to promote the cultivation and availability of 

pulses in India. 
• Launched as PPP in Punjab and Tamilnadu. 

Background: 

Why is pulses cultivation important for India? What initiatives have been taken by GOI? 

• Most of the Indian are vegetarian. 
• Pulses, the most important source of protein in the diet of almost every Indian, have long been marginalised. 
• Statistics revel that in 2007–2008, India was the world's largest producer of pulses; it was also the largest consumer. In 

2007–2008, India produced 15.11 million tonnes of pulses and consumed 18 million tonnes. The balance was imported 

from countries such as Canada, Myanmar and China. 
• In an estimate by the World Health Organization, every Indian needs 80 grams of pulses every day to meet his or her 

protein needs. This implies that by the year 2018, India will require 38 million tonnes of pulses to meet its population's 

nutritional requirements. The current demand-supply gap entails the country paying huge import bills to meet its 

pulses needs, a burden which is passed on to the consumer. 
• Govt programs: 

• Technology Mission on Oilseeds and Pulses 
• Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oilpalm & Maize 
• National Food Security Mission – Pulses 
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