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presentation of answer, How to present facts, information & 

knowledge in the answer, Understanding actual requirement  

( key words , Context & Content) of the UPSC in the different 

marks types questions ( 60 Marks , 30 Marks ,  20 marks , 15 marks  

, 2 marks )  and which questions should be attempted for good 

score (strategy & approach) , Understanding your current state 

preparedness & required action plans and Framing your mind 

towards actual pattern, toughness and timing of the actual 

UPSC Examination.  
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1. Answer any one of the following questions (in about 250 

words each)                                                                              30 

a).What is the nature of Indian Constitution? Do you think that it 

is federal or quasi-federal? Substantiate your answer. 

b).What are the essentials of a true federation? Critically 

examine the nature of the Indian federation. 

 

2. Answer any one of the following questions (in about 250 

words each)                                                                              30 

a).Discuss the major extra-constitutional factors influencing the 

working of federal polity in India.  

b). Distinguish between Parliamentary and Presidential forms of 

Government. Do you think that changing over to Presidential 

form will be a solution for better governance? Substantiate your 

answer. 

 

3. Answer any two of the following questions (in about 150 

words each)                                                                      15×2=30                                                                                             

a). What, according to the Supreme Court, constituted ‘ The 

Basic Features ’ which is upheld in case known as 

 (i)    Keshavanand Bharati v/s. State of Kerala 

 (ii)   Minerva Mills v/s. Union of India 

b). What is Social Justice? How can reservation contribute to the 

establishment of a socially just society in India? 

c).On what grounds does Article 15 of the Indian Constitution 

prohibit discrimination? Indicate the way the concept of ‘Special 

protection’ has qualified this prohibition, and contributed to 

social change.       

 

4. Answer the following questions (in about 20 words each)    

                                                                                       10 x1= 10                                

a) What is Habeas Corpus ? 

b) What is meant by ‘double jeopardy’ ? 

c) What is meant by ‘Protem Speaker’ ? 

d) What is Contempt of Parliament ? 

e) What is meant by the ‘lame-duck session’ of the 

legislature ? 

f) What is Consolidated Fund of India ?        

g) What is Casting Vote?  

h) Explain the scope of Article 331. 

i) Sine-die adjournment  

j) What is Ethics Committee of Lok Sabha?             
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5. Answer any one of the following questions (in about 250 

words each)                                                                                30                                                                                 

a). Comment on the nature of Ordinance-making power of the 

President of India. What safeguards are there against possible 

misuse?                                              

b). “There are certain spheres where the Rajya Sabha alone has 

the authority” Comment. 

 

 

6. Answer any one of the following questions (in about 250 

words)                                                                                         30 

a). What do you understand by the term ‘Rule of Law’? How 

does the Constitution of India seek to establish it? 

b). “In India though the Governor is the constitutional head of a 

state just as the President of the country, the former may be 

enjoying more power than the later.” Comment. 

 

 

7. Answer any two of the following questions (in about 150 

words)                                                                              2x 15=30 

a). What is the constitutional position of Directive Principles of 

State Policy vis-à-vis Fundamental Rights? How has it been 

interpreted by the judiciary in recent times? 

b). Bring out the issues involved in the appointments and 

transfers of the Supreme Court and High Courts in India? 

 

 

 

c). Is it possible to distinguish between judicial review and 

judicial activism in India? Does the recent behavior of the Indian 

judiciary partake more of judicial activism? Argue with suitable 

examples. 

 

8. Answer the following questions (in about 20 words each)                     

                                                                                        10 x1= 10 

a) Cut Motion  

b) Point of order  

c) Privilege Motion  

d) Vote on Account  

e) Annual Statement  

f) Call Attention Motion  

g) Fringe Areas  

h) Value based politics  

i) Jonal Council  

j) What do Rule 184 and 193 in Parliamentary Procedure 

signify? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   3    4 



9. Answer any one of the following questions (in about 250 

words)                                                                                         30 

a). Explain the composition and constitutional responsibilities of 

Election Commission. Do you think that CEC has a greater 

power over other ECs?  

b). What do you mean by delimitation of the parliamentary 

constituency? Why is it necessary for the smooth functioning of 

democracy? 

 

 

10. Answer any one of the following questions (in about 250 

words)                                                                                        30 

a). What were the aims with which Panchayti Raj was created in 

India ? Do you think that these aims have been fulfilled?  

b). Is it correct to describe the party system in India as a ‘one 

party dominant in system’? Substantiate your answer. 

 

 

11. Answer any two of the following questions (in about 150 

words)                                                                              2x 15=30 

a). How are the new States formed in India ? Why have the 

demands of separate states like those of Harit Pradesh , 

Purvanchal  etc. not been considered by the Government 

recently? 

 

 

 

 

b). what are the provisions regarding the protection of Linguistic 

minorities in the Constitution? 

c). Distinguish between the status, organization and specific roles 

of the Planning Commission and the Finance Commission in 

India.  

 

12. Answer the following questions (in about 20 words each)    

                                                                                        10 x1= 10                      

a) Appropriation Bill  

b) Public Account Committee  

c) Estimate Committee  

d) Dissolution of the house  

e) Prorogation of the house  

f) Reprieve 

g) Colourable Legislation 

h) Council of Ministers and The Cabinet    

i) Death Sentence and Clemency  

j) Respite 
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