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                                                     LEIBNITZ

Explain and discuss Leibnitz’s Theory of Monads.

Discuss Leibnitz’s Theory of Monads. How are the Monads related to each other?

What does Leibnitz understand by monad? Explain his theory of

monadology.

Monadology

What are Monads?

Leibnitz was a famous scientists and mathematician. He experienced that in

science no phenomenon can be explained in the absence of or without relation to

bodies and motions. In order to explain the concept of motion he found it necessary to

postulate the existence force. This force does not vary in quantity and it is this which

cause motion in bodies and forces them to remain in motion. Everything in universe is

a manifestation of force. It is this which makes thing active. Hence, the essential

characteristic of the universal substance is force and activity rather than extension.

And, therefore on the basis of the principle of conversion of motion a theory of

conservation of force should also be accepted. Substance cannot be accepted as the

fundamental because its extension is divisible and that which is divisible cannot be

substance. According to Leibnitz is force which is the simple invisible substance.

On the basis of this principle of force Leibnitz establishes his theory of monads.

This theory reflects the dual study of mathematics and physics. In physics atom is the

lowest unit which is real but not divisible. On the other hand in mathematics a point is

invisible but not real entity. Neither the atom nor the point can be substance because

the substance must be both real as well as divisible. Monad is the name given by

Leibnitz to such a real and indivisible substance. According to Falkenberg the historian,

in this concept of substance Leibnitz has synthesized the reality of the physical atom

and the individuality of the point of mathematics.

Thus monad is the substance, and therefore in order to understand the

nature of monad it is essential to understand the nature of substance as it is

conceived by Leibnitz. Just as the definition of substance was central to Spinoza’s

philosophy, Leibnitz agrees with Spinoza that substance is that which is free, but
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they differ in their respective interpretations of freedom. According to both, freedom

of substance implies the self- determination and self creation of substance.

According to Leibnitz, on the other hand the freedom of the substance lies not in

existence but in action. Whatever happens in a substance is a manifestation of its

nature and nothing influences it from outside. This concept is later on elucidated

by Leibnitz in his theory of appetition. Actually, both Descartes and Spinoza

believed that substance has the freedom of existence as well as that of action. But

Leibnitz rejects the first kind of freedom in substance and accepts only the freedom

of action. Apparently, the opinion of Descartes and Spinoza is more logical on

this question because, as Spinoza has pointed out, no substance can be conceived

to be independent if its existence is not free. Later on, by introducing his concept

of pre-established harmony Leibnitz in fact contradicts even the freedom of action

that he has postulated to the substance.

A has been pointed out, Leibnitz does not consider the atom to be substance,

because all material substances, even a thing as small as the atom, is divisible. Hence,

the concept of the atom does not provide the real, simple, permanent and indivisible

unit of creation.

Leibnitz believes substance to be active and repudiates all theories which

consider it to be inactive. He has demonstrated that passivity is not the absence of

motion but the result of resistance offered by other forces and hence there is no real

passivity. There is force everywhere; it is obviously active in most circumstances though

in other it may retarted by some obstruction or faction. Since there is force everywhere

no external force is required to cause motion in any substance and all motion is therefore

internal. By accepting force as substance Leibnitz replaces physical atoms by the atoms

of motion that are real as well as indivisible.

Characteristics of monads

It is clear from the above exposition that monads are infinite, simple,

undisturbed forces. They are metaphysical points that are different from the atoms

of physics on the one hand and points of mathematics on the other. Physical atoms

are not points because they can be divided while the points of mathematics have

the quality of invisibility, but they lack reality. Hence, monads are the only real

and actual metaphysical points without which nothing can be real. Monads are
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metaphysical units of all living and non- living objects. They cannot be destroyed

because they are without beginning. Roughly speaking, monads have the following

characteristics:

1. Individuality – As has been pointed out earlier, individuality is an essential

attribute of substance, and because monads are the simplest form of substance

they are indivisible. Hence, they have no form and no extension for they

occupy no space. In the creation and dissolution of objects and living beings

these monads integrate or disintegrate, but they are not themselves influenced

by such processes.

2. Eternity – Accordingly, monads are also eternal, having been present ever

since the beginning of creation and they will continue to exit as long as creation

continues.

3. Windowlessness – According to Leibnitz, monads are windowless. Monads

do not have windows through which anything can enter or leave the monads.

Whatever change takes place in the monads occurs only within the monads

itself. This self- mobility is called appetition by Leibnitz, and it is this which

causes the monads to involve. Every motion of the monad is caused by itself;

no force can activate it from outside.

4. Mobility – Monads are naturally mobile because, as has been pointed

out earlier, they are simplest metaphysical points of force. Leibnitz

believes that they are windowless, meaning that they are immune to

external influence and exercise no such force themselves. He also believes

that monads reflect the universe. The fact that they were windowless is

connected with the act of motion or effort, by virtue of which the monads,

of its own nature, is tendentious towards evolution and activity. Monad,

reflect the universe because they reform the function preparation. The

idea of preparation indicates a unity in diversity. Everything that exists

in one monad also exists in every other monad because each manifests

its own nature, through the nature of all of them is the same. The only

difference is that different monads reflect the universe in different ways

because each monad is a distinct entity. If follows that Leibnitz’s monads

are capable of perception as well as appetition. No one of them can be

neglected. For example, if it is held that monads possess only the power
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of efforts then it would be difficult to conceive of a basic of relation

between them. Windowless monads cannot be mutually related unless it

is believed that each mind reflects the universe. Hence, unless perception

is postulated to the monad it would be impossible to explain the

relationship between one monad and another. On the other hand, if effort

is not postulated to them they cannot be believed to be self created and

hence they cannot be of the nature of substance. Hence, monads must be

believed to possess both preparation and appetition as essential qualities.

5. Uniqueness – Another characteristic of the monad is that each is unique,

unparalleled and independent.

Kind of monads

               According to Leibnitz all monads do not represent the universe equally or

similarly, and for this reason they are divided into three categories.

1. Sleeping or naked monads- This category includes those monads which are called

material, and their representation of the universe amounts to practically nothing.

They can also be said to be unconscious. They lie at the lowest level of creation,

in the order of monads. The different material objects found in nature are

result of a conglomeration of such monads.

2. Dreaming monads or minds – Such monads have consciousness and memory.

By virtue of the quality of memory such monads establish an associative relation

between the different perceptions of the past and present. Such monads are

found in all living beings, or in other words, the mind and memory of every

living being I provided by these monads.

3. Walking monads or selves – These monads are found in human beings and it is

by virtue of them that one can know the inevitable and eternal facts. These

serve to separate human beings from animals. Because of them man receives

knowledge concerning God and the universe. They form the rational self.

In addition to his conception of the universe being composed solely of monads,

Leibnitz further believes that God, too, is monad or a Monas monadum, the monad

of monads.
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Principle of continuity

According to Leibnitz, one can observe continuity in creation, starting

with the sleeping or naked monads a one end and God the supreme monad at the

other.

            In this continuity consciousness increases with every stage in the chain of

monads. The higher a particular Monas is, the greater will be its activity, power

of perception, mobility and force. In Leibnitz’s philosophy the team perception

has been used to comprehend the wider meaning of consciousness. Such perception

is to be observed at different levels of consciousness in varying qualities.

Continuity among the monads is created not merely by the chain-like order but

also by the fact that a monad belonging to a particular level invariably possesses

all the qualities of the lower level besides which it possesses certain characteristics

qualities. Accordingly then all that is found in material objects is found in living

beings but in addition there is something else. Man exhibits the qualities of the

living as well as the non-living, a fact which is proved by the existence of conscious

as well as unconscious perceptions in man. In this way before the advent of modern

psycho- analytic theory it was Leibnitz who propounded that the unconscious

element forms part of man’s mental make- up. According to the theory of continuity,

Leibnitz believes that the possibilities of the future are inherent in the present. He

wrote that every present condition of the monad is the invariable or natural result

of its past state; in this way its present is full of its future. All objects in the

universe, therefore, according to the concept of continuity, are linked to one another

in a definite order. It follows that there is no gap between any two monads in the

universe and that no two monads are alike.

Each monad is unique and even within it the theory of continuity works.

Different events and occurrences within the monad are bound in a continuous

chain. Links in the chain are distinct in respect of their class, not in respect of

kind. For example, motion and inertia differ from each other not in respect of

class but in respect of quantity because inertia does not mean absence of motion

but a very subtle and infinitesimal form of motion. In this manner Leibnitz sees

continuity everywhere, inaction and inaction, good and bad, clarity and confusion,

material and conscious, plants and animals, animals and human beings, simple

and complex. By postulating the theory of continuity Leibnitz manages to bridge



                                           PHILOSOPHY      by    ANOOP KUMAR SINGH
www.visioniasonline.com    Email : ajay_uor@yahoo.com   # 9650617807, 9968029039

                 

 

6

the gaps between his monads, and without it his pluralistic theory is incomplete

because it is this principle which establishes some order between an infinity of

individual existents.

One can understand the characteristics of monads from an examination of

the nature of one’s own soul and because spiritual forces are at work everywhere,

anything that we discover in the soul must necessarily also exist everywhere else.

Another corollary of the theory of continuity is that it is force this is functioning

everywhere, in plants, animals, material objects, men etc. Consciousness exists

everywhere, even through apparently it may appear to be absent and the objects

appear to be unconscious. If one asks as to how plants and objects have a mind,

Leibnitz answers that the nature of mind is not identical in case of objects, plants

and human beings. While Descartes created complete duality between the mind

as perfectly conscious and the matter as contradicting consciousness, Leibnitz

manages to establish a link between the material and psychological world through

his theory of continuity.

Activities of monads

               Monad, according to Leibnitz, is an active substance which exhibits

two kinds of activity, one which he calls perception and the other appetition.

Perception implies that each monad represents or reflects the entire universe. It is

in the world of Leibnitz “a living mirror of the universe”. It is a universe in itself

but the representation of each monad is individual and distinct. Some monads

reflect more precisely while the representation of other monads do not possess

equal clarity. Clarity of representation improves as the monads rise higher in the

order of continuity. Waking monads are more perceptive in man and in the supreme

monad, that is God, the representation or perception is perfect. In the case of

plants and equivalent life the perception is far form clear, while in the case of

animals’ perception is supplemented by memory or consciousness. In man this

consciousness becomes more acute and becomes rational knowledge of the self

or self- consciousness.
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                Besides, each monad presents its own individual view of the universe,

and thus the universe is represented differently by different monads. It follows

that each monad is limited and individualistic. Each monad is most closely related

to other monads of the same body and it represents most powerfully those monads

which are close to it. Leibnitz states, “Everybody feels everything that occurs in

the entire universe, so that anyone who sees all could read in each particular thing

and which happens everywhere else, and, besides, all that has happened and will

happen, perceiving in the present all which is remote in time and space.”

Law of identity of indiscernible

                From the fact of each monad represents the universe from its

individualistic stand –point emerges the theory or law of identity of indiscernible,

the basic of the philosophy of Leibnitz. According to him, all the monads of the

universe are linked to each other in an ascending order in which one can find all

the stages, beginning with the lowest and ending at the highest. Monads differ

because they exist at different levels but even at the same level no two monads

are identical because they possess their own specific existence in relation to time

and space. No two things in the universe can therefore be said to be identical.

Had there been no difference between the monads they should have been identical,

and therefore they should have been referred to as one rather than as two. It is this

which is called the law of identity of indiscernible. It implies that things between

which is called the law of identity of indiscernible. It implies that things between

which there is no difference are one. And things that are not identical are not one.

But because monads differ from each other in respect of their stage in the order of

continuity and in their respective position time and space, there can be on identity

among them. The law of identity if indiscernible is intimately connected with the

theory of continuity. Thus, no two monads in the universe are alike and neither is

there any identity between two monads. When force the second attribute of monads,

becomes active the monads evolve. All monads possess their own centres of

force. Potential energy or force is everywhere being expressed in ever different

forms. No monad can be influenced from outside, and anything that exists in it lies

there in nascent form.
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Pre-establishment harmony

              It is clear from the above exposition that Leibnitz propounds a principle

of pluralism and believes that infinity of substance exist in the universe, each one

of which is independent of the rest. It is natural to enquire about the relation that

exists between monads because in the absence of any relationship our experience

of the universe cannot be explained by this theory and even mutual communication

between one monad and another becomes impossible. No philosophy can neglect

such communication because philosophy is based on the possibility of

communication between human beings. On the one hand, therefore, Leibnitz wants

to maintain the independence and uniqueness of the monad and on the other wants

to find some explanation for the experience of the universe. It is with this end in

view that the theory of pre-established harmony is introduced. Although the monads

do not influence each other, he states, and neither are they influenced by anything

else. God has constructed them in such a way that there are parallel activities in

each of them. But while the concept of pre-established harmony explains the normal

universe, it also deprives the monads of their independence, a concept which is

the fundamental point of the philosophy of Leibnitz. Here one notes the intrinsic

contradiction in his theory.


