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PSYCHOLOGY IAS MAINS: QUESTIONS TREND ANALYSIS  

PAPER-1: TOPICS ( 1 TO 7)                                                                                                   2009 - 1995  

1: Introduction 

      20 & 30 marks questions 

Ques.1} The history of psychology shows `mind – body’ approach as one of the popular ways of explaining 

behaviour. Discuss how this is being revisited in modern psychology.  

                          (2009)                                                                   

Ques.2}` Poverty and level of economic achievement as a social problem can only be explained from the 

psychological perspective”. Comment with relevant research studies.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2008)                                                    

Ques.3} What is the impact of multiculturalism and globalization on psychological studies? Discuss the 

question with the help of salient contemporary trends in psychology.            

                                                                                                                                                   (2007)                                                

Ques.4} Give an evaluative account of the behaviouristic, psychoanalytic and humanistic perspectives of 

psychology.                 

                                                                                                                                                     (2004)                                                                                   

Ques.5} Why should psychology be called a science? Justify your answer with the support of the 

methodology it adopts to study behaviour.                  

                                                                                                                                                     (2004) 

Ques.6} `In the present modern age there is a wide range of application of psychology and consequently the 

present status of psychology is that of exporter of knowledge’. Discuss the statement highlighting your point 

of view.          

                                                                                                                                                     (2003)                                                                                                                                                

Ques.7} `Psychology is a science’. Discuss the statement in the light of its historical development.              

                                                                                                                                                     (2003) 
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   Ques.8} `Psychology is called a science not because of its subject matter but because of    scientific method 

used in studying its subject matter’. Write a detailed explanatory note.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2002)                                                

        Ques.9} Explain why is the humanistic perspective called the third force in psychology.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2001)                                   

   Ques.10} Give your arguments in support of claiming psychology a science.             

                                                                                                                                                     (2000)                                 

60 Marks Questions     

Ques.1} Evaluate critically the contribution of the Gestalt school to the development of the psychology as a 

science with special reference to the study of perception.  

                                                                                                                                                     (1995)                                                    

2: Methods of psychology 

20 & 30 Marks Questions 

Ques.1} “Grounded theory takes a case rather than variable perspective “. Elaborate this statement.      

                                                                                                                                                     (2008)  

Ques.2} How do psychologists use case study and survey to describe behavior? Indicate their advantages 

and disadvantages.           

                                                                                                                                                     (2007)  

Ques.3} State the basic differences between a field experiment and a laboratory experiment especially with 

regard to the external-internal validity of the finding.                   

                                                                                                                                                     (2006)  

Ques.4} Discuss the factor that jeopardize experimenter’s power of scientifically evaluating the effect of 

independent variable in carrying out any research.            

                                                                                                                                                     (2005)  

Ques.5} What is the basic difference between the experimental and correlational methods of psychology?     

                                                                                                                                                     (2000)  

Ques.6} Analyse the salient features of a laboratory experimental design.                  ( 1998) 
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      60 Marks questions 

       Ques.1} why is psychological experiment described as observation under controlled condition? Explain, with        

     illustration ,the difference between control-groups and within-subjects designs of experiment.              

                                                                                                                                                             (1999)  

Ques.2} What would be the major methodological orientation for doing research in    Physiological 

psychology, Social Psychology and Counselling Psychology?               

                                                                                                                                                     (1997)                                                                              

Ques.3} Describe the essential features of an experiment in psychology giving suitable examples. Discuss the 

limitations of the experimental method.                      

                                                                                                                                                     (1995) 

3:  Research methods and quantitative analysis 

20 & 30 Marks Questions 

Ques.1} With suitable examples distinguish between exploratory type and confirmatory type of factor 

analysis. How do you examine the significance level of factor loadings?               

                                                                                                                                                     (2009)  

Ques.2} “The level at which an information is processed has a bearing on recall of that particular 

information.” Discuss in the light of experimental studies.  

                                                                                                                                                     (2008)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Ques.3} Amongst the two statistical techniques ANOVA and regression, which statistical method is superior? 

Discuss the advantages of regression statistical technique.   

                                                                                                                                                     (2005) 

   Ques.4} Explain the usefulness of `interview’ as a method of data collection. State the precautions that you 

would take for its effective use.                

                                                                                                                                                     (2004)  

      Ques.5} What can be done to move from correlational inferences to causal inferences?      

                                                                                                                                                     (2003) 

Ques.6} Evaluate questionnaire as a tool for collecting data for psychological research. Offer suggestions for 

increasing its utility as a research tool.                          

                                                                                                                                                     (2002) 
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Ques.7} Describe the basic assumptions of regression analysis and explain what happens when these 

assumptions are violated.           

                                                                                                                                                     (2001)                                                                                                                  

Ques.8} How experimenter effects and demand characteristics influence the findings of an experimental 

study.                  

                                                                                                                                                     (2000)                                                                            

Ques.9} What are the drawbacks of Ex-Post-Facto design of research?   

                                                                                                                                                     (1997) 

      Ques.10} Theory-testing vs. Theory-developing research.   

                                                                                                                                                     (1996)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

60 Marks Question    

Ques.1} Can Item response Theory be called a latent trait theory? Describe the mathematical functions that 

are used in this theory and explain the various models related to the `theory.                                          

                                                                                                                                                     (2008) 

     Ques.2} Define the scales used in psychological measurement and distinguish between      parametric and 

non-parametric statistics. Illustrate the relative significance of these statistics   by citing relevant research 

problems.      

                                                                                                                                                     (2007) 

Ques.3} Describe experimental designs as the strategy to control variance. Present a classification of 

experimental designs and specify problems associated with matched group designs.                                 

                                                                                                                                                     (2006) 

Ques.4} Differentiate between applied and fundamental research. Discuss major steps in psychological 

researches.                                    

                                                                                                                                                     (2005)                                                                                                                
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4 : Development of Human Behaviour 

20 & 30 Marks Question 

Ques.1} Bring out the differences in the concepts of growth, maturation and development in human 

behaviour. Use suitable examples in your answer.                   

                                                                                                                                                     (2008) 

Ques.2} Critically examine the notion of life-span development. Determine the impact of cultural factors on 

child rearing practices.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2006)                                                                                                                              

Ques.3} How could the knowledge of psychology be used in developing a national character? Answer with 

appropriate examples.          

                                                                                                                                                     (2004) 

Ques.4} Is aggression an innate tendency or an externally elicited behavior? Answer with suitable examples 

to substantiate your view.             

                                                                                                                                                     (2002)  

Ques.5} How do models help in the process of socialization? 

                                                                                                                                                     (2000) 

Ques.6} How can the contributions of heredity and environment be isolated in the study of human 

behaviour?  

                                                                                                                                                     (2000)  

Ques.7} Is national character a valid concept?   

                                                                                                                                                     (2000)  

Ques.8} Is it necessary to conceptualize self as a determinant of behavior besides heredity and 

environment? Give real life examples to support your contention.  

                                                                                                                                                     (1999)                                                                  

Ques.9} Maturation and learning as determinants of behaviour. Give suitable example.      

                                                                                                                                                     (1996)                         

Ques.10} What is culturally conditioned behavior? Give examples.                 

                                                                                                                                                     (1995)                                          
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     60 Marks Question 

Ques.1} What is psychological well- being? Discuss various methods in promoting psychological well-being 

across major stages of the life span.          

                                                                                                                                                     (2009) 

Ques.2} Discuss in detail the critical periods in human development. Give the suggestions to handle these 

critical periods effectively in Indian settings.       

                                                                                                                                                     (2004)  

Ques.3} Discuss in detail the influence of child- rearing practices on the growth and development of an 

individual.         

                                                                                                                                                     (2003)                                                                                      

Ques.4} Discuss fully the relative roles of genetic and environmental factors in determining human 

behaviour .Cite findings of related studies in support of your answer.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2002) 

Ques.5} Describe the process of emergence of self-concept during the late childhood. Citing suitable 

illustrations from Indian social milieu explain the impact of child rearing practices on the emergence of self –

concept.                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                     (2001) 

Ques.6} Analyse the relative contributions of heredity and environment in the development  of human 

behaviour. Illustrate your answer from real life situations.             

                                                                                                                                                     (1998)                                                   

Ques.7} Is there any relation between process of socialization and the social learning theories of 

personality?                                                       

                                                                                                                                                     (1997)  

5: Sensation, Attention and Perception 

       20 Marks Question 

Ques.1} Perception of size is explained from visual angle perspective. Evaluate its adequacy.               

                                                                                                                                                     (2009)  

Ques.2} Discuss the application of signal detection theory in the selection process of defence personnel. 

How do you get and interpret ROC curve?      

                                                                                                                                                     (2009)  
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Ques.3} What are the theoretical and practical implications of research on signal detection and vigilance? 

Discuss in the light of experimental studies.   

                                                                                                                                                     (2007)                                                                                              

Ques.4} Explain the concept of perceptual organization. What are the processes which influence it ? Support 

your answer with theoretical constructs.                      

                                                                                                                                                     (2006)  

Ques.5} What is attention? Discuss factors influencing attention.      

                                                                                                                                                     (2005)  

Ques.6} `Attention develops from unfocussed scanning to focussed planfulness .‘ Discuss giving illustrative 

examples.      

                                                                                                                                                     (2002)  

Ques.7} Is subliminal perception a myth or a reality? Answer citing relevant experimental evidence.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2002)  

Ques.8} How can the phenomenon of perceptual defence be demonstrated experimentally?                  

                                                                                                                                                     (2000) 

Ques.9} How is perception of inanimate objects different from the person perception?     

                                                                                                                                                   (2000)    

Ques.10} Is person perception a critical variable in human interaction? Illustrate your answer.                

                                                                                                                                                   (1998)  

Ques.11} Why do Figural-After-Effects take place?  

                                                                                                                                                    (1997)                                                                                    

Ques.12} Relationship between emotions and perception with special reference to perceptual defence. 

                                                                                                                                                   (1996) 

 60 Marks Question 

Ques.1} Is there a conceptual continuity between sensation and perception? Explain the role of contextual 

constraints in the inferential nature of psychological construct of the perception.                                        

                                                                                                                                                     (2006) 
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Ques.2} Explain in detail the role of Bottom-up and Top-down process in recognition with the help of 

suitable examples.  

                                                                                                                                                      (2005) 

Ques.3} What is perception? Discuss biological factors in perception.    

                                                                                                                                                      (2005) 

Ques.4} How is attention different from perception? Describe the role of various factors that influence the 

attention.     

                                                                                                                                                     (2004) 

Ques.5}  What  is  perceptual organization ? Describe its various factors with the help of examples.                         

                                                                                                                                                    (2003) 

Ques.6} Discuss the characteristic features of perception and bring out the significance of redundancy & 

features derectors in it.                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                    (2001) 

Ques.7} What are perceptual styles? Evaluate attempts to conceptualise them as a personality variables.        

                                                                                                                                                    (1999) 

Ques.8} Do the principles of perceptual organisation point to their inborn nature? Cite experimental 

evidences in this context.     

                                                                                                                                                    (1998)                                                                                                                      

Ques.9} Explain the rationale in using perceptions as a medium for studying personality. Cite major findings 

of research in this area.     

                                                                                                                                                    (1996)                                                                                                                         
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6: Learning 

20 Marks Questions 

 Ques.1} Show how self-efficacy and outcome judgments influence the process of social learning.  Answer with 

the experimental studies.     

                                                                                                                                                             (2006)                                                                 

Ques.2} Citing relevant research study, discuss the significance of modeling in social learning.    

                                                                                                                                                           (2005)               

Ques.3} Discuss the role of vicarious reinforcement in social learning and modeling.  

                                                                                                                                                            (2001)                                 

Ques.4} What is the importance of discrimination and generalization in learning?  

                                                                                                                                                          (2000)                                       

Ques.5} Delineate the principles involved in programmed learning. Is it feasible to programme higher form of 

learning.     

                                                                                                                                                          (1998)                                                                                            

Ques.6} What is the relation between Discrimination learning and Generalization? 

                                                                                                                                                          (1997)                              

Ques.7} Nature of and theory underlying programmed learning and its implication for teaching.                       

                                                                                                                                                          (1996) 

Ques.8} What do you mean by S-O-R paradigm?      

                                                                                                                                                          (1995)                                                                                       

60 Marks Questions  

Ques.1} Discuss various characteristics of probability learning. Prepare an experimental design of probability 

learning following `Bernoulli Sequence’. When is the behaviour of the subject labelled as`gambler’s fallacy? 

                                                                                                                                                          (2009) 

Ques.2} Using the procedure of programmed learning, how would you conduct `anger-reduction’ training for a 

group of individuals who have been assessed high on anger? The training procedure needs to be as per the 

instructional design model.    

                                                                                                                                                          (2008) 
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Ques.3} Explain Bandura’s thory using a suitable social learning task. Extend research support to your answer. 

                                                                                                                                                          (2008) 

Ques.4} What do you mean by S-R & S-S conditioning? Discuss the question with the help of relevant 

experimental evidences.                             

                                                                                                                                                          (2007) 

Quest.5} Explain the nature of `operant conditioning’. Evaluate the various uses in shaping human behaviour.       

                                                                                                                                                          (2004) 

Ques.6} Differentiate between learning and training. Discuss Pavlovian learning theory with the help of 

experimental evidence.    

                                                                                                                                                          (2003) 

Ques.7} What is observational learning? How does it differ from other forms of learning? Give 3 examples to 

explain its nature.     

                                                                                                                                                          (2002) 

Ques.8} Explain how operant conditioning be used to establish behaviour which is not spontaneously emitted by 

explain its nature.      

                                                                                                                                                          (2002) 

Ques.9} Giving an account of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development bring out the difference in the modes of 

thinking at different stages of development. 

                                                                                                                                                          (2000) 

Ques.10} Describe in brief, the typical classical and operant conditioning experiments. Comment on the nature 

of reinforcement in the two. Are they basically different? 

                                                                                                                                                          (1999) 

Ques.11} Can we sustain the statement that much of our behaviour is the result of classical and operant 

conditioning? 

                                                                                                                                                          (1998) 

Ques.12} Give an adequate description of the classical and the operant conditioning situations and compare 

them with respect to the nature of reinforcement and the kind of responses that are learned.     

                                                                                                                                                         (1995) 
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7: Memory 

20 & 30 Marks Questions 

Ques.1} Prepare an experimental design following Sperlings`sampling techniques’ to study iconic memory. What 

does the experiment prove?        

                                                                                                                                                          (2009) 

Ques.2} What is meant by `echoic memory’? How long does this memory last? Discuss with experimental 

evidence. 

                                                                                                                                                          (2008) 

Ques.3} Discuss the role of repression and interference in forgetting.                                         

                                                                                                                                                          (2007) 

Ques.4} Explain the basic processes involved in remembering and also highlight the phenomenon which may 

occur when any one of the basic processes fails to operate properly. 

                                                                                                                                                          (2003) 

Ques.5} What is Reminiscence? Discuss this phenomenon in terms of interference processes. 

                                                                                                                                                          (1999) 

Ques.6} What role does extinction plays in long-term-memory? 

                                                                                                                                                          (1997) 

Ques.7} Is reminiscence a fact or a misnomer? Answer with relevant findings in support.    

                                                                                                                                                          (1995) 

60 Marks Questions 

Ques.1} “Representational knowledge can be investigated neurocognitively through the studies of amnesia.” 

Elaborate this statement. 

                                                                                                                                                          (2008) 

Ques.2} Critically evaluate the efficacy of multi store and multi componential models of memory in the light of 

relevant experimental evidence.     

                                                                                                                                                          (2007) 
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Ques.3} How far is it correct  to state that working memory presents the most complete description of a multi-

components nature of the short term memory? Describe the component of working memory with suitable 

example.   

                                                                                                                                                         (2006)   

Ques.4} Can human memory be improved? If yes what techniques would you recommend? Explain how each 

technique proposed by you can bring about improvement in memory.  

                                                                                                                                                          (2002) 

Ques.5} Present a critical appraisal of stage versus process models of memory and citing suitable  studies show 

how elaborative processing and self- generation improve memory.   

                                                                                                                                                          (2001) 

Ques.6} Discuss the information-processing approach to the study of memory. How does it differ from other 

approaches? Describe the three Interacting systems of memory implied in the approach.                  

                                                                                                                                                          (1996) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERACTIVE DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Under the guidance of experts  

                                                                                                                                                             FEE            

� PSYCHOLOGY MAINS STUDY MATERAL                                                          Rs 8500                                   

� PSYCHOLOGY MAINS TEST SERIES PROGRAMME                                         Rs 6000          

� INTEGRATED MAINS ( STUDY MATERIAL + TEST SERIES : SYNERGY )       Rs 13500                                   

 

 

-THE TEAM VISION IAS -  
  Contact No. : 09650617907 , 09968029039                                                                             Email : ajay_uor@yahoo.com  
 


