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General Studies Prelim 2011: Current Affairs 

 

PART I: PERSONS IN NEWS (INTERNATIONAL & NATIONAL)  

INTERNATIONAL 

Obituary 

Richard Holbrooke  

• President Barack Obama's Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

• He was an American diplomat, magazine editor, author, professor, Peace Corps official, and investment 

banker. 

 

Samuel Theodore Cohen 

• An American physicist who invented the W70 warhead, more popularly known as the neutron bomb. 

 

Balaji Sadasivan  

• (11 July 1955 – 27 September 2010) was an Indian Singaporean politician and neurosurgeon. 

 

Tony Curtis  

• (June 3, 1925 – September 29, 2010) was an American film actor whose career spanned six decades, but had 

his greatest popularity during the 1950s and early 1960s. 

Nestor Kirchner  

• The former Argentine President died. 

• He was the country's most powerful politician along with his wife, current President Cristina Fernandez (first 

elected women president of Argentina). 

 

Chhewang Nima Sherpa 

• One ascent away from equalling the world record of summiting Mount Everest 20 times, which is held by 

Apa Sherpa, is missing and feared dead in the Himalayas. 

 

 

Benoit Mandelbrot 

• A French-American mathematician, father of a new class of mathematical shapes known as “fractals,” has 

died. 
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Ronald Gordon King-Smith 

• Pen name Dick King-Smith. 

• Prolific English children's author, best known for writing The Sheep-Pig. 

 

Jose Saramago 

• José de Sousa Saramago was a Nobel-laureate Portuguese novelist, poet, playwright and journalist. He was 

awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1998. He was living in Canary Island after argument with 

Portuguese government. 

 

Appointments 

Yoweri Museveni 

• Ugandan politician and statesman. 

• Elected president of Uganda for third term. 

• He has been President of Uganda since 26 January 1986. 

• Museveni was involved in the war that deposed Idi Amin Dada, ending his rule in 1979, and in the rebellion 

that subsequently led to the demise of the Milton Obote regime in 1985. 

• Museveni has brought relative stability and economic growth to a country that has endured decades of 

government mismanagement, rebel activity and civil war. 

 

Marc Grossman 

• Marc Grossman, former U.S. Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, to replace the late Richard 

Holbrooke as Obama Administration’ s special representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

 

Nouri al-Maliki 

• Approved by Iraq’s parliament as Prime minister of for second term. 

Background: 

• Jalal Talabani is current president of Iraq.  

  

Paul Kagame 

• Sworn in as president of Rwanda for a second term. 

  

Background: 

•  He rose to prominence as the leader of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), whose victory over the incumbent 

government in July 1994 effectively ended the Rwandan genocide.  

• Under his leadership, Rwanda has been called Africa’s “biggest success story” and Kagame has become a 

public advocate of new models for foreign aid designed to help recipients become self-reliant. 

• However involvement in the Congo Civil War has seen doubts raised over his Government's policies 

  

Jairam Ramesh 

• Jairam Ramesh, Minister of State for Environment and Forests, will be one of the 21 members of the United 

Nations' (UN) newly formed High-level Panel on Global Sustainability. 

  

Background: 

• On 9 August 2010, the Secretary-General launched the High-level Panel on Global Sustainability (GSP) that 
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brings together renowned world figures to formulate a new blueprint for a sustainable future on a planet 

under increasing stress resulting from human activities. 

 

Ingrid Daubechies 

• Ingrid Daubechies of the U.S. was elected as first ever women president of the International Mathematical 

Union for the 2011-14 term.  

 

Preeta D. Bansal  

• Obama administration has appointed Preeta D. Bansal  to serve as the Vice Chair (Government Official) of 

the Council of the Administrative Conference of the U.S. (ACUS).  

Background: 

Indian-American Obama appointees 

1.  Rajiv Shah, Administrator, USAID, 

2.  Vivek Kundra, Federal Chief Information Officer,  

3. Aneesh Chopra, First Chief Technology Officer,  

4. Farah Pandith, Special Representative to Muslim communities,  

5. Richard Verma, Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs at the State Department,  

6. Preet Bharara, U.S. Attorney for Southern District of New York,  

7. actor Kal Penn (Associate Director in the White House Office of Public Engagement, later Resigned), 

  

Roza Otunbayeva  

• She became first female President of Kyrgyzstan. She was sworn in on July 3, 2010, after acting as interim 

leader following the 2010 April revolution which led to the ousting of then President Kurmanbek Bakiyev.  

• Otunbayeva is the first female President of a CIS/SCO member state. 

 

Julia Gillard 

• Julia Gillard, former Deputy Prime Minister,  was recently elected  the first female prime minister of 

Australia.  She was first elected to parliament in 1998. 

• The 2010 federal election saw the incumbent Gillard Labor government elected to a second term over the 

Tony Abbott-led( Liberal party) Coalition opposition. 

  

Background: 

• In 2007 Labor party defeated incumbent Liberal party and Kevin Rudd became prime minister.   

• But in June 2010 Rudd lost the support of his party and stood aside. Then Gillard became federal leader of 

the Australian Labor Party and thus the Prime Minister. 

 

Naoto Kan 

• Naoto Kan, famous for his lack of political lineage, was elected Japan's Prime Minister after Yukio Hatoyama 

resigned  citing breaking a campaign promise to close an American military base on the island of Okinawa as 

the main reason. 

  

Background: 

• Though Japan has parliamentary democracy but unlike India/UK the Prime Minister is not selected by head of 

the state but elected by both houses of the Diet. Both houses elect separately. If there is any disagreement 

and is not resolved by joint committee, the choice of House of Representatives prevails.  

• Last four prime minister of Japan 
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1. Yukio Hatoyama - 2009-10 

2. Taro Aso -2008-09 

3. Yasuo Fukuda  -2007-08 

4. Abe Shinzō - 2006-07 

Kishore Singh 

• Indian Kishore Singh, International law expert, has been nominated as the U.N. Special Rapporteur on the 

Right to Education.  

• The Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education has the thematic mandate to safeguard and promote the 

right to education worldwide.  

Others 

Raymond Davis Incident 

• Raymond Allen Davis, a former United States Army soldier, an alleged private security contractor with CIA, was on 

an American diplomatic mission in Pakistan shot dead two Pakistani locals On January 27, 2011 in what he said 

was in self-defense after they attempted to rob him. Pakistan acted tough on him despite U.S. demands that he 

be freed because he enjoys diplomatic immunity. 

• Davis was jailed and criminally charged by Pakistani authorities with double murder and the illegal possession of a 

firearm. 

• On March 16, 2011, Davis was released after the families of the two killed men were paid $2.4 million in diyya (a 

form of monetary compensation or blood money). Judges then acquitted him on all charges and Davis 

immediately departed Pakistan. 

• The incident led to a diplomatic furor and deterioration in Pakistan – United States relations (U.S. administration 

is reported to suspend high level contacts with Pakistan and may also suspend economical aid). 

  

Ugyen Trinley Dorje 

• Ugyen(or Ogyen) Trinley Dorje is a claimant to the title of 17th Karmapa. 

• The Karmapa is head of the Karma Kagyu school, one of the four main schools of Tibetan Buddhism. Ogyen 

Trinley Dorje and Thaye Dorje are the persisting claimants to that office and title. 

• In January 2011, the Himachal Pradesh Police seized money in currencies of 25 countries including China, valued 

at over  $ 1.3 million (Rs 60 million), during raids on the offices of a trust backed by Ogyen Trinley Dorje. 

• Initially, the police suspected that the money was being used to spread Chinese influence in India, and that the 

Karmapa was a Chinese agent helping the Chinese government control Buddhist monasteries in India. 

• Tibetan community says spiritual pilgrims frequently leave gifts and a tally of how much had not been kept. 

  

Background: 

Karmapa Lama is the spiritual head of the Karma Kagyu tradition of Tibetan Buddhism and is the third most 

important leader in Tibetan hierarchy after the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama 

  

Post Sect Person holding the post 

Dalai Lama Gelug  or Gelug-pa 

Sect 

14th Dalai Lama (birth name-Lhamo Dondrub) 

Panchen Lama Gelug  or Gelug-pa 

Sect 

Gyancain Norbu 

Karmapa Lama  Karma Kagyu Ogyen Trinley Dorje and Thaye Dorje are the persisting claimants to that 

office and title. 
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Anand Satyanand 

• Chief Guest of 9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

• 19th and current Governor-General of New Zealand. 

• Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 

  

Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono          

• Chief Guest of 62nd Republic Day of India. 

  

Background:  

2010         President Lee Myung Bak          Republic of Korea 

2009         President Nursultan Nazarbayev          Kazakhstan 

2008         President Nicolas Sarkozy         France 

2007         President Vladimir Putin          Russia 

1950      Chief guest of at the 1st Republic day of India : Indonesian President Sukarn. 

Omar al-Bashir  

• President Omar al-Bashir arrived in Chad  for an African summit, the first time Sudan's leader has risked 

arrest by travelling to a member state of the International Criminal Court(ICC). 

  

Background: 

• Mr. Bashir faces charges of genocide and crimes against humanity for atrocities committed in Darfur. 

Because Chad is a member of the ICC, it could have Mr. Bashir arrested, but Sudan's government spokesman 

indicated he did not think that would happen.  

 

Roman Polanski  

• The Swiss government declared renowned  film director Roman Polanski(Polish-French citizen) a free man  

after rejecting a U.S. request to extradite him on a charge of having sex in 1977 with a 13 year old girl. 

  

Background: 

• Mr. Polanski was arrested in Zurich by Swiss police, on the basis of a warrant issued in the 1970s by the 

United States, as he was preparing to attend the Zurich Film Festival to receive an award for his film Oliver 

Twist.  

 

Sunita Williams 

• Travel to space for second time in June 2012. 

 

Philippe Croizon 

•  French athlete became the first quadruple amputee (both arms and legs cut ) to swim across the English 

Channel. 

• He swam across the English Channel using leg prostheses that have flippers attached.  

 

Prof. Bingu wa Mutharika 

• The President of Malawi, visited India in Nov on 1st state visit as president studied in Delhi in 60s 

• Awarded honorary doctorate 
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Aung san suu kyi 

• She was released on 13 November 2010 from house arrest.  

 

Sarath fonseka 

• The former commander and General of the Sri Lanka Army and a former candidate for President of Sri Lanka 

who was instrumental  in ending the 26 year old Sri Lankan Civil War in 2009. 

• He was found guilty of corrupt military supply deals and sentenced to three years in prison (court-

martialed). 

 

Rowan Williams 

• Rowan Williams , poet and theologian, Archbishop of Canterbury recently visited India. 

• The Archbishop of Canterbury is the senior bishop and principal leader of the Church of England, the 

symbolic head of the worldwide Anglican Communion. 

 

 

NATIONAL 

Obituary 

K. Subrahmanyam 

• K. Subrahmanyam  was a prominent international strategic affairs analyst, journalist and former Indian civil 

servant.  

• Considered a proponent of Realpolitik, Subrahmanyam has long been an influential voice in Indian security 

affairs.  

• He was most often referred to as the doyen of India's strategic affairs community, and, more contentiously, as 

the premier ideological champion of India's nuclear deterrent. 

• Subrahmanyam was a key figure in framing and influencing Indian security and nuclear policy. And in advocating 

Indian nuclear positions on the global stage, both as a policy wonk and as a journalist. 

•  He is the founding director of the New Delhi-based Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses.  

• He is also noted for having steered several Indian government committees and commissions of inquiry, including 

Kargil review committee.  

  

Related info: 

Realpolitik refers to politics or diplomacy based primarily on power and on practical and material factors and 

considerations, rather than ideological notions or moralistic or ethical premises. 

 

K.G. Kannabiran 

• Eminent civil rights activist and prominent lawyer 

• He was the president of Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee between 1978 and 1994 and went on to 

become the national president of People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL).  

• He authored a book ‘The wages of impunity: power, justice and human rights' 

 

Pandit Bhimsen Joshi 

• Pandit Bhimsen Gururaj Joshi was a vocalist in the Hindustani classical tradition.  

• A member of the Kirana Gharana (school), he is renowned for the khayal form of singing, as well as for his 

popular renditions of devotional music (bhajans and abhangs).  



 

©VISION IAS                                                   www.visioniaswordpress.com                            

 
7

• He was the most recent recipient of the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honour, awarded in 2008 

• Bhimsen Joshi was born in Gadag (Karnataka) on February 14, 1922. 

• He has improvised and combined ragas to create new ragas like the Kalashri and LalitBhatiyar. 

• Some of the famous numbers sung by Bhimsen Joshi include 'Piya milan ki aas', 'Jo bhaje hari ko sada', and 'Mile 

sur mera tumhara'. 

• Bhimsen Joshi was the recipient of several prestigious awards. These include: Padma Shri (1972) Sangeet Natak 

Akademi Award (1976) Padma Bhushan (1985), Padma Vibhushan (1999) and Bharat Ratna (2008). 

 

L.C. Jain 

• Well-known Gandhian and Magsaysay Award winner economist.  

 

K. Karunakaran, 

• The former Chief Minister of Kerala and veteran Congress leader. Karunakaran will be remembered for his 

strong stand against Naxalism in Kerala and for completely removing its roots from the society. 

 

B. S. Ranga 

• Bindinganavile Srinivasa Iyengar Ranga, who was born in Nagamangala taluk,TN, worked as a 

cinematographer, laboratory technician, exhibitor and scriptwriter for more than 100 films in the Kannada, 

Hindi, Telugu and Tamil film industries. (Died recently) 

 

 Prabhakar Bhalji Pendharkar  

• Director-writer 

• His films Bal Shivaji (Marathi) and Bidai (Hindi) won national awards.  

 

Soundara Kailasam 

• Eminent Tamil poet, writer and the mother-in-law of Union Home Minister P. Chidambaram expired. 

 

Jayaben Desai  

• Famous her role in leading the two-year-long strike (1976-78) at the Grunwick Film Processing Laboratories, 

north London, demanding union recognition for its largely Asian and female workforce 
• The striking workers, mostly Indian women, were fondly dubbed as “strikers in saris”. 

 

Ramaprasad Banik 

• Theatre personality: Actor, Director and Playwright. 
 

Guru Gangadhar Pradhan 

• Padma awardee Odissi exponent. 
 

Homi Nusserwanji Sethna 

• He was a nuclear scientist and a chemical engineer, who remained the head of Atomic Energy Commission 

of India during India's first nuclear test in Pokhran in 1974(Smiling Buddha). 

•  He was the primary and central figure in India's civilian nuclear program as well as the construction of 

nuclear power plants. 

• all three padma awardees  
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Pandit Puttaraja Kavi Gavai 

• Padma awardee Pandit Puttaraja Kavi Gavai of the Gwalior Gharana, musician and reformer who 

successfully used the power of Hindustani classical music to bring about economic empowerment and 

social transformation, especially among the visually impaired and the destitute, is no more.  

 

Appointments 

Wajahat Habibullah 

• India's first Chief Information Commissioner Wajahat Habibullah is the next chairperson of the National 

Commission for Minorities (NCM).  

• Mr. Habibullah, a 1968-batch IAS officer, will be filling a post that has been lying vacant for the past five months. 

• His predecessor, Mohammad Shafi Quereshi, retired on September 2, 2010.  

  

Satyanand Mishra  

• Satyanand Mishra, one of six Information Commissioners, has been selected to be the next Chief 

Information Commissioner.Mr. Mishra will replace A.N. Tiwari, who has held the post since October 1, 

2010.  

Background: 

• CIC is appointed by President on recommendation of a committee of 3 comprising of Prime minister, 'Leader 

of Opposion' and a cabinet minister nominated by Prime minister. 

 

Amitabh Mattoo 

• Appointed first Vice Chancellor of the Central University at Jammu 

• A Padma Shri winner, Prof. Mattoo's teaching and research interests include issues of international security, 

India's foreign policy, and arms control and disarmament. 

• He has been a member of National Knowledge Commission and India's National Security Council's Advisory 

Board. 

 

Rahul Mehrotra 

• America's prestigious Harvard University has appointed noted Indian urban designer (architect) and 

educator Rahul Mehrotra professor of Urban Design and Planning and chair of the department of Urban 

Planning and Design. 

 

R. Seetharaman 

• The New York Tamil Sangam, said to be the oldest of its kind in the United States, conferred an award for 

business excellence on R. Seetharaman, Group CEO of Doha Bank. 

 

Priti Kumari 

• Become the first woman to drive a train for Western Railway in its 143 years history. 

 

P. J. Thomas 

• P. J. Thomas, former Telecom Secretary  appointed 14th Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC).  

  

Background: 

• Despite resistance from BJP(Shushma Swaraj) he was appointed CVC.  
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• Mr. Thomas has been charge sheeted in the Kerala palmolein import case but not convicted.   

• Currently Supreme court is  hearing a petition whether a person char sheeted in criminal case can be 

appointed CVC. 

• His role in 2G scam case is also not clear. 

• CVC is appointed by President by warrant under his hand and seal on recommendation of  a committee(of 3) 

consisting of Prime Minister, Home Minister and Leader of opposition in Lok Sabha. 

  

Harishankar brahma  

• Former IAS Harishankar Brahma has been appointed as Election Commissioner.  

 

Balamuralikrishna  

• Carnatic vocalist Mangalampalli Balamuralikrishna has been appointed by the State government as the 

lifetime court musician of the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD). 

• He is the second great personality to be conferred the lifetime status by the TTD in the last two months. Lata 

Mangeshkar was recognised as the lifetime court singer earlier 

 

K.G. Balakrishnan 

Appointed sixth Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 

 

Background 

• Chairperson of NHRC  can be one who has been a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; 

• Appointment- The Chairperson and other  Members are appointed by the 

• President by warrant under his hand and seal on recommendation of  a committee(of 6) consisting of Prime 

Minister, Home Minister, Leader of opposition in Lok Sabha and Rajya sabha, Speaker of Lok Sabha and 

Deputy Chair person of Rajya Savha. 

 

Others 

Ela Bhatt 

•     US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton presented the first Global Fairness Initiative Award to Ela Bhatt, 

founder of the Self-Employed Women's Association that has helped over a million women in India gain 

access to opportunities for themselves and their families. 

 

 Maneka Gandhi 

•     Animal rights crusader Maneka Gandhi  was presented the Shining World Compassion Award from 

Supreme Master Ching Hai International Association . 

 

 

V. R. Mehta 

• The Philippine Parliament has honoured V. R. Mehta, executive president of the Jaipur-based Bhagwan 

Mahavir Vikalang Sahayata Samiti, for helping out physically challenged people in the Philippines through 

the legendary Jaipur Foot.  

• Mr. Mehta had established the Mahavir Philippines Foundation at the Philippine Orthopaedic Centre in 

Manila 25 years ago.  
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Mitali Madhumita 

• first woman officer to be awarded the Sena medal(gallantry) for her brave action overseas. 

• From Army Education Corp (AEC) 

• Major Madhumita's job was to teach at facilities in Kabul, but she rushed to the spot and saved the lives of those 

buried under the debris.  

 

 

Fateh Singh Rathore( ‘Tiger Man') 

 

• Fateh Singh Rathore, one of the last of the mighty men who fought all odds to protect the tiger, was conferred a 

Lifetime Achievement Award by the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF). 
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