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General Studies Prelim 2011: Current Affairs 

January – February   

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  
 

Defence Technology 

Ultra Light Howitzer (ULH) guns 

• The M777 howitzer is a towed artillery piece manufactured by BAE Systems USA(HQ-UK). 

• The Indian Army will soon acquire 145 ultra-light howitzers(M777 155mm 39 calibre towed gun) from the US.  

• The Indian Defence Acquisitions Committee (DAC) has taken a decision to pursue the foreign military sales (FMS) 

route and the deal is expected to be to the tune of $647 million. 

• The ultra-light howitzers are for the mountain artillery divisions of the Indian Army to be used in high-altitude 

frontiers. They can be transported slung from some helicopters. 

• Trials were held by the Army in the hilly terrains of Sikkim and Jammu and Kashmir. The guns, each weighing 

some 4,200 kg, can be transported over the mountains slung under helicopters. The government had paid for 

bringing the gun for trials. 

• In news: Trial report leaked. Probe ordered. 

C-130J Super Hercules 

• The Indian Air Force  inducted the tactical airlift transport C-130J Super Hercules aircraft at the Hindon Air Force 

Station Ghaziabad. 

• After phasing out the Super Constellation in the mid 1970s, the IAF had inducted an American military aircraft. 

• The C-130J is a four-engine turboprop aircraft manufactured by Lockheed Martin. It can be used for troop 

deployment, special operations, air-to-air refuelling, disaster relief and humanitarian aid operations. 

• Its technology and configuration enables the aircraft to perform precision low-level flying, airdrops, and landing in 

blackout conditions. 

• Equipped with night vision imaging, the C-130J is capable of airdropping personnel and material even in complete 

darkness. It can also land on unprepared or semi-prepared landing strips and has self-protection to operate in 

hostile environments. 

• The aircraft is capable of undertaking low-level air-to-air refuelling that enhances its range and rapid forward-

basing of personnel and equipment in emergent situations. 

• The contract for the six aircrafts was signed in 2008 at an estimated cost of under $1.2 billion under the Foreign 

Military Sales programme. 

  

Nishant 

• The DRDO Nishant is an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) developed by  ADE (Aeronautical Development 

Establishment) a branch of DRDO for the Indian Armed Forces. 

• Nishant can be used in roles such as battle field reconnaissance (day and night), surveillance, target tracking and 

localisation and correction of artillery fire.  

• the system consisted of the air vehicle supported by ‘ground control station' equipment mounted on Tatra 

vehicles and has up to four-and-a-half hours' endurance. 

• It requires rail-launching from a hydro-pneumatic launcher and recovered by a Parachute System. 

• Nishant is one of the few UAVs in the world in its weight-class capable of being catapult-launched and recovered 
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by using parachute, thus eliminating the need for a runway as in case of conventional take-off and landing with 

wheels. 

 

• Status: The Army successfully conducted the flight trials recently ahead of taking delivery of a set of four Nishant-

UAVs, together with ground systems 

DRDO's NETRA 

• NETRA is a completely autonomous hovering Unmanned Aerial Vehicle ideal for short range missions. 

• Designed specifically for anti-terrorist and counter insurgency operations. 

• UAV has been designed to carry out surveillance in an area of 1.5 KM Line of Sight (LOS) and has an endurance 

capacity of 30 minutes of battery charge. 

• 'netra', is a collaborative development project between one of Defence Research and Development 

Organisation's Pune-based labs, Research and Development Establishment (Engineers) (R&DE) Pune and  

ideaForge, a company by Mumbai IITians. 

  

Nayan 

• Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is in the process of developing an integrated costal 

defence system under its Project Nayan. 

GTRE GTX-35VS Kaveri Engine 

• Being developed by DRDO’s Gas Turbine research Establishment (GTRE), the Kaveri was initially being developed 

for the LCA Tejas programme but now it will be used on the fifth generation Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft 

(AMCA), which is expected to be ready by 2016-17. 

AUV-150 

AUV (Autonomous Underwater Vehicle) -150 is an unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV) being developed by 

Central Mechanical Research Institute (CSIR-CMERI) scientists, Durgapur, West Bengal. The project is sponsored by 

the Ministry of Earth Sciences and has technical assistance from IIT-Kharagpur. 

  

The vehicle was built with the intent of coastal security like mine counter-measures, coastal monitoring and 

reconnaissance. AUV 150 can be used to study aquatic life, for mapping of sea-floor and minerals along with 

monitoring of environmental parameters, such as current, temperature, depth and salinity. It can also be useful in 

cable and pipeline surveys. It is built to operate 150 metres under the sea and have cruising speed of up to four 

knots. 

  

The AUV has hybrid communication channels. It uses radio frequency while on surface, but switches to acoustic 

communication when submerged. The AUV has its own power, propulsion, navigation and control systems. 

  

Background: 

The National Institute of Ocean Technology [NIOT], Chennai, earlier developed a Remotely Operated Vehicle [ROV] 

with the capability to dive much deeper. AUV-150,  however, is different in that it is not remotely operated from a 

control station ashore. It has an onboard computer that can be pre-programmed to carry out specific tasks, which 

makes it a smart vehicle endowed with the ability to devise its own stratagems to execute a mission. 

AUV 

An autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV) is a robot which travels underwater without requiring input from an 

operator. AUVs constitute part of a larger group of undersea systems known as unmanned underwater vehicles, a 

classification that includes non-autonomous remotely operated underwater vehicles (ROVs) – controlled and 

powered from the surface by an operator/pilot via an umbilical or using remote control. In military applications 

AUVs more often referred to simply as unmanned undersea vehicles (UUVs). 
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Space Technology 

Russia launches Glonass satellite, a boost for India 

• Russia has successfully launched a next-generation navigation satellite for its Glonass global communication 

system. 
• The Glonass-K satellite was hauled into orbit from the northern Plesetsk space centre in Russia by the upgraded 

Soyuz 2-1b launcher, featuring advanced digital avionics and a more powerful Fregat upper stage.  
• The new satellite has a longer design life, more navigation channels and is smaller than previous Glonass-M 

spacecraft. 
• This launch will increase the deployed Glonass grouping to 23 satellites, one short of the minimum needed (24) 

to provide 100-per cent global coverage.  
  
Background: 

• In December the launch of three Glonass-M satellites failed when the carrier rocket crashed into the ocean after 

it was filled with excessive fuel and deviated from course. 
• Russia plans to launch five Glonass satellites this year to replace the ones that crashed and deploy back-up 

satellites.  
• Glonass will be integrated with the U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS), as well as with the European Union's 

Galileo system and China's Compass network when they are deployed.  
• Experts said the use of a two-signal receiver that supports both GPS and Glonass increases reliability by 15 per 

cent. 
• Under a 2007/2010 accord, Russia agreed to share the Glonass signal with India. India will be the only country to 

have access to the military segment of the Glonass system, which will enable the Indian military to greatly 

improve the accuracy of its land-, sea-, air and space-launched weapon systems.  
• In September the two countries signed a deal to jointly manufacture Glonass/GPS twin system receivers and 

other navigational equipment. 
  

Discovery space shuttle's  final launch 

February 24, 2011 

  

Background: 

Space Shuttle 

• The Space Shuttle is a reusable launch system and orbital spacecraft operated by the U.S. National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA) for human spaceflight missions.  

• The system combines rocket launch, orbital spacecraft, and re-entry spaceplane with modular add-ons. The first 

of four orbital test flights occurred in 1981 leading to operational flights beginning in 1982, all launched from the 

Kennedy Space Center, Florida. 

• The system is scheduled to be retired from service in 2011 after 135 launches. 

  

Name Start End Comment 

Columbia April  1981 February 2003 � On February 1, 2003, Columbia disintegrated during re-entry, 

killing its crew of seven. 

� Kalpana Chawla, an Indian-born aerospace engineer was on her 

second space mission died onboard. 

Challenger April  1983 Jan 1986 On January 28, 1986, Challenger disintegrated 73 seconds after launch 

Discovery August 1984 February 24, 

2011 

Retired 
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Atlantis October 

1985 

  Last planned  on April 19, 2011 

Endeavour May 1992   Last planned  on June 28,, 2011 

 
  

Kepler ATV 

The Johannes Kepler ATV, or Automated Transfer Vehicle 002 (ATV-002), is a European unmanned cargo resupply 

spacecraft named after German astronomer Johannes Kepler. The spacecraft was launched on 17 February 2011[3], on a 

mission to supply the International Space Station (ISS) with propellant, air and dry cargo. 

  

Kepler-11  

• Kepler-11 is a sun-like star in the constellation Cygnus, 

located some 2,000 light years from Earth.  

• It is located within the field of vision of the Kepler 

spacecraft, the satellite that NASA's Kepler Mission uses to 

detect planets that may be transiting their stars.  

• Announced on February 2, 2011, the star system is the 

most compact yet discovered and is the flattest known.  

• It is the first discovered case of a star system with six 

planets.  

• All discovered planets are larger than Earth, with the 

larger ones being about Neptune's size. 

• The five inner planets hav orbital periods less than 50 

days. Orbital period of  sixth planet is 118 days. 

• As is the case in our solar system, all of the Kepler-11 

planets orbit in more or less the same plane. 

• All six planets have densities lower than Earth's. 

 
  

  

Kepler-10b 

• Kepler-10b is the first confirmed terrestrial planet to have been discovered outside the Solar System. 

• The planet's discovery was announced on January 10, 2011.  

• Kepler-10b has a mass between 3.3 and 5.7 Earth masses and a radius of 1.4 Earth radii.  

• However, it lies extremely close to its star, Kepler-10, and as a result is too hot (2,500 degrees Fahrenheit ) to 

support life. 

Dream Chaser(Spacecraft) 

• The Dream Chaser is a planned crewed suborbital and orbital vertical-takeoff, horizontal-landing (VTHL) lifting-

body spaceplane being developed by SpaceDev, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC).  
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• The Dream Chaser design is planned to carry seven people to and from low earth orbit. The vehicle would launch 

vertically on an Atlas V and land horizontally on conventional runways. 

• The Dream Chaser was publicly announced on September  2004 as candidate for NASA's Vision for Space 

Exploration and later Commercial Orbital Transportation Services Program (COTS). 

ICT(Information Communication Technology) 

Bharat Operating System Solutions (BOSS) 

• Bharat Operating System Solutions (BOSS) is a free and open source computer operating system developed by 

the National Resource Centre for Free/Open Source Software (NRCFOSS)[CDAC, Chennai] of India. 

• The latest version of this operating system, BOSS GNU/Linux Version 4.0, was released in February 2011. 

• It has enhanced Desktop Environment integrating Indian language support and other packages that are relevant 

for use in the Indian government domain. 

• This software package has been described as "India's own PC operating system" and as "the most meaningful 

product to come out of the Indian software industry" 

Information Technology (Due Diligence observed by intermediaries guidelines) Rules, 2011 (Draft) 

• Internet service providers are usually treated like a telecom provider ie the ISP is not responsible for any sort of 

information provided through its services 

• But with the 2008 amendment in IT act , it stipulated that ISPs need to observe due diligence while discharging 

their duties 

• The new act lists out rules regarding the due diligence 

  

Criticism: 

Draft IT guidelines may gag internet freedom. 

  

Background: 

What is Malware? 

Malware, short for malicious software,  is a software designed to harm or secretly access a computer system without 

the owner's informed consent. The expression is a general term used by computer professionals to mean a variety of 

forms of hostile, intrusive, or annoying software or program code 

What are different type of malware? 

Malware includes computer viruses, worms, trojan horses, spyware, dishonest adware, scareware, crimeware, most 

rootkits, and other malicious and unwanted software or program.  

What are the features of malware? 

Software is considered to be malware based on the perceived intent of the creator rather than any particular 

features. 

What is Rootkit? 

A rootkit is software that enables continued privileged access to a computer while actively hiding its presence from 

administrators by subverting standard operating system functionality or other applications. The term rootkit is a 

concatenation of "root" (the traditional name of the privileged account on Unix operating systems) and the word 

"kit" (which refers to the software components that implement the tool). The term "rootkit" has negative 

connotations through its association with malware. 

What is Virus? 

 A virus is a small piece of software that piggybacks on real programs. For example, a virus might attach itself to a 

program such as a spreadsheet program. Each time the spreadsheet program runs, the virus runs, too, and it has the 

chance to reproduce (by attaching to other programs) or wreak havoc. 
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What is E-mail virus? 

 An e-mail virus travels as an attachment to e-mail messages, and usually replicates itself by automatically mailing 

itself to dozens of people in the victim's e-mail address book. Some e-mail viruses don't even require a double-click -- 

they launch when you view the infected message in the preview pane of your e-mail software. 

  

What is Trojan horse? 

 A Trojan horse, or Trojan, is software that appears to perform a desirable function for the user prior to run or install, 

but (perhaps in addition to the expected function) steals information or harms the system.The term is derived from 

the Trojan Horse story in Greek mythology. 

  

What is Spyware? 

Spyware is a type of malware that can be installed on computers, and which collects small pieces of information 

about users without their knowledge. The presence of spyware is typically hidden from the user, and can be difficult 

to detect. 

  

What is the difference between Spyware and Trojan horse? 

Trojan horse has the ability to take over the system operation, while access to important files are blocked. IT also has 

the characteristics of a spyware by monitoring every keystroke and collecting secret information of the affected 

person. 

  

What is Adware? 

Adware, or advertising-supported software, is any software package which automatically plays, displays, or 

downloads advertisements to a computer. These advertisements can be in the form of a pop-up. The object of the 

Adware is to generate revenue for its author. Adware, by itself, is harmless; however, some adware may come with 

integrated spyware such as keyloggers and other privacy-invasive software. 

  

What is Crimeware? 

Crimeware is a class of malware designed specifically to automate cybercrime. 

  

What is cybercrime? 

cybercrime, refers to any crime that involves a computer and a network. The computer may have been used in the 

commission of a crime, or it may be the target. Netcrime refers, more precisely, to criminal exploitation of the 

Internet. 

What is computer worm? 

A computer worm is a self-replicating malware computer program, which uses a computer network to send copies of 

itself to other nodes (computers on the network) and it may do so without any user intervention. This is due to 

security shortcomings on the target computer.  

What is the difference between worm and Virus? 

Unlike a computer virus, it does not need to attach itself to an existing program. Worms almost always cause at least 

some harm to the network, even if only by consuming bandwidth, whereas viruses almost always corrupt or modify 

files on a targeted computer. 

  

In News: National IPv6 Deployment Roadmap Released 

Task Force to Guide Transition from IPv4 To Ipv6 Formed Major Telecom Operators to be IPv6 Compliant by 

December, 2011 

• The Government has released the roadmap for Internet Protocol Version 6 (IPv6) deployment in the country in a 

time bound manner. It has also decided to form an IPv6 Task Force in Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode for 

timely implementation of IPv6 in the country.  

•  IPv4, the initial version of address platform is already overburdened in India with 18.4 million registered 
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addresses and is expected to exhaust the available space globally by March 2012.  

• [note: On February 3rd, 2011, ICANN announced that it had distributed the last batch of its remaining IPv4 

addresses.] 

•  All Central and State Government Ministries and Departments, including its PSUs, shall switch over to IPv6 

services by March-2012. The transition from IPv4 to IP6 will affect many organisations and no organisation can 

bring this change alone. The Task Force will bring together all stakeholders to discuss, develop and implement the 

strategies for making the transition possible.  

  

Background: 

• Internet Protocol version 6 (IPv6) is a version of the Internet Protocol (IP) that is designed to succeed Internet 

Protocol version 4 (IPv4). 

• Since 1981, IPv4 has been the publicly used Internet Protocol, and it is currently the foundation for most Internet 

communications. 

• IPv6 was developed by the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF)  

• IPv6 provides additional features not present in IPv4. some of these are  

Larger address space: 128 bit address= 2^128 addresses. 

 Multicast: Multicast, the transmission of a packet to multiple destinations in a single send operation, is part of 

the base specification in IPv6. In IPv4 this is an optional although commonly implemented feature 

Better Security: Internet Protocol Security (IPsec)  is an integral part of the base protocol suite in IPv6. IPsec 

support is mandatory in IPv6 but optional for IPv4. 

Simplified processing by routers makes it faster than IPv4. 

 Supports better Mobility features. 

Options extensibility: The extension header mechanism provides extensibility to support future services for 

quality of service, security, mobility, and others, without redesign of the basic protocol. 

 It can support bigger packet sizes called Jumbograms. 

• Transition mechanisms: Until IPv6 completely supplants IPv4, a number of transition mechanisms are needed to 

enable IPv6-only hosts to reach IPv4 services and to allow isolated IPv6 hosts and networks to reach the IPv6 

Internet over the IPv4 infrastructure. Some of the techniques are 

 Dual IP (v4 and v6 )support(stack) implementation by operating system. 

 IPv4-mapped IPv6 addresses 

 Tunneling: encapsulating IPv6 packets within IPv4.  

  

• A 2008 study by Google Inc. indicated that penetration was still less than one percent of Internet-enabled hosts 

in any country at that time. 

• On June 8, 2011 the Internet Society together with several other big companies and organizations will hold 

World IPv6 Day, a global 24 hour test of IPv6 

2G: TRAI for over six-fold price hike 

• The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) (on 9 Feb 2011) recommended that the price of pan-India 2G 

licence (that comes with contracted 6.2 MHz spectrum) be fixed at Rs.10,972.45 crore — over six times higher 

than the 2001 price of Rs.1,658 crore that was charged from new operators in 2008. 

• It also said that each MHz of spectrum on pan-India basis beyond 6.2 MHz should be charged at Rs. 4,571.87 

crore. 

• The earlier price of pan-India 1 MHz spectrum based on the 2001 cost was just Rs. 267.51 crore. The revised price 

now is Rs.1,769.75 crore (up to 6.2 MHz) and Rs. 4,571.87 crore (beyond 6.2 MHz). The TRAI recommended that 

these prices be implemented retrospectively from April 1, 2010. 

 

• Reaction: TRAI suggestion disastrous, say mobile operators. 

  

Space Commission moves to restructure Antrix 

• Reiterating its earlier decision to cancel the two-satellite deal, the Commission, the apex policymaking body for 

space-related issues, set up a three-member committee to select a full-time Chairman-cum-Managing Director 
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for Antrix. 

• Until now, the Secretary, Department of Space (DoS), who is also the Chairman of the Space Commission and 

ISRO, was its Chairman, looking after day-to-day activities. K. Radhakrishnan held all three posts. 

Antrix-Devas S-Band Spectrum deal  

•  Government has decided to annul the Antrix-Devas deal where Antrix reportedly allocated to Devas 70 

MegaHertz of scarce S-band spectrum for a 20-year period through ISRO's to be launched GSAT 6 and 6A 

satellites. 

• Under the deal, Devas Multimedia was to get access to 70 Mhz of broadband spectrum in the 2500 Mhz band. 

• Devas Multimedia  was planning to launch broadband services through a combination of satellite and terrestrial 

networks. 

• This was once used by Doordarshan to deliver programmes by satellite to all parts of the country but is now 

considered to be of enormous commercial value for high-speed, terrestrial mobile communications.  

• The frequency, also known as 2.5 Ghz band, is globally used for providing mobile broadband services using fourth 

generation technologies such as WiMax and Long Term Evolution (LTE).  

• Globally, this frequency band has been put up for auction in many countries and has fetched governments billions 

of dollars. 

• The usability of spectrum depends on how harmonious it is with global usage. That is because mobile device 

makers and network equipment manufacturers can focus on developing products for a specific radio frequency 

for every country. If each country were to have its own plan for using spectrum, then telecom networks and 

devices would become very complex and expensive. 

  

Background: 

Microwave frequency bands 

• The microwave spectrum is usually defined as electromagnetic energy ranging from approximately 1 GHz to 100 

GHz in frequency, but older usage includes lower frequencies. Most common applications are within the 1 to 40 

GHz range. Some of Microwave frequency bands, as defined by the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB), are 

shown in the table below: 

L band 1 to 2 GHz 

S band 2 to 4 GHz 

C band 4 to 8 GHz 

X band 8 to 12 GHz 

Ku band 12 to 18 GHz 

K band 18 to 26.5 GHz 

Ka band 26.5 to 40 GHz 

• Radio Spectrum for Mobile applications in India 

  

Service Bandwidth Allocated in India Frequency Band comment 

2G  for 2G services a bandwidth 

of 30-200 KHz is used 

In India GSM 

technology works in 

the frequency bands 

of 900 and 1800 MHz 

and CDMA technology 

works in the 800 MHz 

band. 

The initial allotment of spectrum along with 

the licence was 4.4 MHz for GSM and 2.5 

MHz for CDMA. This could be further scaled 

up to 6.2 MHz for GSM and 5 MHz for 

CDMA operators depending on availability 

and the operator’s ability to justify the need 

for it. For additional spectrum they had to 

meet the subscriber linked criterion laid 
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down by DoT. 

3G 2x5Mhz(UL+DL) 

(paired) 

2.1 GHz 

(UL-1920–1980 MHz 

DL-2110–2170 MHz) 

  

• Rs. 67,718 cr earned from 

auctioning 

• In USA-1900 MHz used  

BWA 

(Broadband 

Wireless 

access) 

20 MHZ 

(unpaired) 

2.3 GHz(2 blocks) 

2.5 GHz(2 blocks) 

(1 bloc for BSNL/MTNL 

reserved in 2.5GHz) 

• Rs 38,300 cr earned from 

auctioning 

  

 
  

Ankle monitor 

• An ankle monitor (commonly called a tether or Radio Tag) is a device that individuals under house arrest are 

often required to wear. At timed intervals, the ankle monitor sends a radio frequency signal containing location 

and other information to a receiver. If an offender moves outside of an allowed range, the police will be notified. 

• The residence unit uses either a land line or a cellular network to relay information to a service center computer. 

• GPS units are similar in design, but the offender also carries a GPS cell phone unit that receives a signal from the 

ankle unit, or both functions may be combined into one ankle unit. 

  
  

In news: 

• Tri-Valley University, California, USA was shut down on suspicion of immigration fraud and the overwhelming 

majority of the students were from India.  

• Because of VISA issues students were required to wear ankle monitor. 

• India protested against the monitors but USA described it as normal procedure. USA said if monitors were not put 

students have to be arrested and released on bail after paying some $20,000 to $25,000. 

• The issue was worsened when US diplomat described it ‘hep and happening' drawing a parallel with anklets worn 

by her servant maid. 
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software-defined radio  

• A software-defined radio system, or SDR, is a radio communication system where components that have been 

typically implemented in hardware (e.g. mixers, filters, amplifiers, modulators/demodulators, detectors, etc.) are 

instead implemented by means of software on a personal computer or embedded computing device. 

• Software radios have significant utility for the military and cell phone services, both of which must serve a wide 

variety of changing radio protocols/frequency in real time. 

Mobile number portability launched  

        Pan India- 20 Jan 2011 

• Start- 25 November 2010 (Haryana) 

• Fee- ` 19 

Technical Details 

• Mobile number portability (MNP) enables mobile telephone users to retain their mobile telephone numbers 

when changing from one mobile network operator to another. 

• MNP is implemented in different ways across the globe. 

• The International and European standard is different from UK’s standard. 

• India will use some features of UK and some of EU/International. 

Porting: In India MNP is "Donor Led" similar to UK.(where a customer wishing to port his/her number is required to 

contact the Donor to obtain a Porting Authorisation Code (PAC) or UPC (Unique Porting Code) which he/she then has 

to give to the Recipient.) 

       Call Routing: India will use European standard that uses All Call Query (ACQ)/ a central database (CDB) method of call  

       routing as it is more efficient. Network operator makes copies of CDB and queries it to find out which network to send  

      a call to. 

• Customers can port between prepay and post pay options.  

• The master database will be managed by a third party firm.  

• Customer can not port between service areas/circles. 

• The time period of transferring the MNP is 7 days except Jammu and Kashmir, Assam and North East service 

areas where it will be 15 days. 

Energy and Nuclear Technology 

Radioactive Waste Management in India 

Radioactive wastes from the nuclear reactors and reprocessing plants are treated and stored at each site. Waste 

immobilisation plants are in operation at Tarapur and Trombay and another is being constructed at Kalpakkam. Research 

on final disposal of high-level and long-lived wastes in a geological repository is in progress at BARC. 

  

Background: 

Radioactive waste is a waste product containing radioactive material. It is usually the product of a nuclear process such as 

nuclear fission. 

Radioactivity diminishes over time, so in principle the waste needs to be isolated for a period of time until it no longer 

poses a hazard. 

The main approaches to managing radioactive waste to date have been segregation and storage for short-lived wastes, 

near-surface disposal for low and some intermediate level wastes, and deep burial or transmutation for the long-lived, 

high-level wastes. 

Health Technology 

Artemisinin  

• Artemisinin, also known as qinghaosu, and its derivatives are a group of drugs that possess the most rapid 

action of all current drugs against falciparum malaria(Severest malaria). Treatments containing an 

artemisinin derivative  are now standard treatment worldwide for falciparum malaria. 

• The starting compound, artemisinin, is isolated from the plant Artemisia annua, a herb described in Chinese 

traditional medicine, though it is usually chemically modified and combined with other medications. 
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In news:  Resistance to the drug is developing.  

Note: Artemisinin is also a herbal treatment for parasitic infections and malaria that also protects against 

particular types of cancer  

  

Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever (CCHF) 

• Crimean–Congo hemorrhagic  (bleeding) fever (CCHF) is a widespread tick-borne viral disease, a zoonosis 

(An animal disease that can be transmitted to humans) of domestic animals and wild animals, that may 

affect humans. 

• It is a severe disease with a high mortality (death) rate(about 30%). The geographical distribution of the 

virus, like that of the tick that carries it, is widespread. CCHF has been found in Africa, Asia, the Middle East 

and Eastern Europe.  

  

In news: In January 2011, the disease has been reported in Gujarat, India, with 4 reported deaths, which 

consisted of the patient along with the doctor and the nurse who treated the patient. 

  

Related info: 

National Institute of Virology, Pune confirmed the presence in India. 

Scientists in the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) have been studying mitochondrial DNA of various tribal 

communities in India for the past five years. In humans, mitochondrial DNA has 16569 base pairs which is always 

inherited maternally. Most of the tribal communities in India have mitochondrial DNA lineage “M” and its sub-

lineages which are more specific to the Indian sub-continent, indicative of common ancestry. 

Transport Technology 

Dreamliner by year-end 

The Boeing Company announced that it would deliver the first 787 Dreamliner to Air India by the end of the year.  

While Air India has ordered 27 Dreamliners, Jet Airways has ordered 10 aircraft.  

  

Background: 

• The Boeing 787 Dreamliner is a long-range, mid-size, wide-body, twin-engine jet airliner developed by 

Boeing Commercial Airplanes. It seats 210 to 330 passengers, depending on the variant. 

•  Boeing states that it is the company's most fuel-efficient airliner and the world's first major airliner to use 

composite materials for most of its construction.  

• The 787 consumes 20% less fuel than the similarly-sized Boeing 767. 

•  Some of its distinguishing features include a four-panel windshield, noise-reducing chevrons on its engine 

nacelles, and a smoother nose contour. 

3D Express Coach 

• China is planning to test an innovative new type of bus that aims to solve the problem of Beijing’s 

overcrowded roads by straddling traffic lanes, allowing cars to drive underneath.  

• If successful, the 3D Express Coach could reduce vehicle congestion by up to 30 percent on main routes. 

• The bus will run along a fixed route and its passenger compartment spans the width of two traffic lanes. 

• The straddling bus will be electrically powered using overhead lines or other roof electrical contact systems 

designed for it, supplemented with solar power panels, batteries or supercapacitors on board. It will travel 

at a speed of up to 60 km/h (37 mph). 

• The bus will also be equipped with alarms to warn cars traveling too close to the bus and signals to warn 

other vehicles when it is about to turn. It would also have inflatable escape chutes similar to those of an 

aircraft. 
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Robotics 

Robovie-PC Wins World’s First Robot Marathon 

• The world’s first robot marathon, which held in Osaka, Japan, ended  with mini humanoid Robovie PC emerging 

as the winner. Mini humanoid Robovie-PC stands 40cm tall, weighs 24.kg, and has 20 joints. 

• A group of five robots ran around a 100m long course exactly 421 times plus another 95m to complete a full 

marathon (42.195km). Robovie-PC beat his closest rival by “just a second” .  

• He completed the marathon after about 55 hours of running. 

  

Related info: 

The world record time for men over the distance is 2 hours 3 minutes and 59 seconds, set in the Berlin Marathon by 

Haile Gebrselassie of Ethiopia on September 28, 2008. 
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PRIZES / AWARDS 
 

World Famous 

WEF Crystal Award 2011 

• Internationally renowned music composer A.R. Rahman was  honoured with the Crystal Award of the 

World Economic Forum (WEF) at the opening ceremony of its annual meet  being attended by 2,500 

global leaders from the fields of business, government, art, culture and religion. 

• Mr. Rahman, received the award, given to outstanding artists who use their talent for social and 

charitable work. 

• The WEF took note of his work for the welfare of children.  

• Jose Carreras, an opera artist from Barcelona, was also given the Crystal Award for his work for the 

patients of leukemia.  

  

Related info 

Amitabh Bachchan  and  Kuchipudi and Bharatnatyam dancer Mallika Sarabhai received the crystal award 

2009. 

Literary 

Pushkin Gold Medal 

• Russian President Dmitry Medvedev has awarded the prestigious Pushkin Gold Medal to Professor 

Arun Mohanty of the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) for his contribution to studies on Russia and 

promotion of bilateral cultural ties and friendship.  

• The Pushkin Gold Medal is the highest honorary award given in recognition of outstanding 

contributions to the promotion of the Russian language and culture. More than 10 Indian scholars and 

public figures have been awarded the medal since its institution in 1977. 

Nationally Acclaimed 

Ashok Chakra  

• In a first-of-its-kind, an Army doctor, Major Laishram Jyotin Singh became the first officer from Army 

Medical Corps (AMC) to receive the highest peacetime gallantry award - Ashok Chakra - posthumously for 

fighting militants barehanded during an attack on Indians in Kabul last year. 

Padma Awards 

• 128 awards including one duo case (counted as one) and 12 in the category of Foreigners/ NRIs/ PIOs/ 

Posthumous.  
• These comprise 13 Padma Vibhushan, 31 Padma Bhushan and 84 Padma Shri Awards.  
• There are 31 ladies among the awardees. 

 

Padma Vibhushan 

 

Name Discipline Comment 

Dr. (Smt.) Kapila Vatsyayan  Art - Art Administration and 

Promotion.  

  

Mrs. Homai Vyarawalla  Art - Photography    

Shri A Nageshwara Rao Art- Cinema   
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Shri Parasaran Kesava Iyengar  Public Affairs  former Attorney-General and jurist 

Dr. Akhlaq-ur-Rehman Kidwai  Public Affairs    

Shri Vijay Kelkar Public Affairs chairperson of the 13th Finance 

Commission 

Shri Montek Singh Ahluwalia Public Affairs   

Shri Palle Rama Rao Science and Engineering     

Shri Azim Premji  Trade and Industry    

Shri Brajesh Mishra Civil Services   

Prof. (Dr.) Ottaplakkal Neelakandan 

Velu Kurup  

Literature and Education  Jnanpith awards for 2007, 

Malayalam writer 

Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra  Literature and Education    

Late Shri L. C. Jain* Public Affairs    

 

Padma Bhushan 

 

Name Discipline Comment 

Shri Satyadev Dubey  Art - Theatre    

Shri Mohammed Zahur Khayyam Hashmi 

alias Khayyam  

Art - Cinema - Music    

Shri Shashi Kapoor  Art - Cinema    

Shri Krishen Khanna  Art - Painting    

Shri Madavur Vasudevan Nair  Art - Dance - Kathakali  Kathakali exponent 

Ms. Waheeda Rehman  Art - Cinema    

Shri Rudrapatna Krishna Shastry Srikantan  Art - Music-Vocal    

Ms. Arpita Singh  Art - Painting    

Dr. Sripathi Panditharadhyula 

Balasubrahmanyam  

Art - Playback Singing, Music 

Direction & acting  

playback singer 

Shri C.V. Chandrasekhar  Art - Classical Dance-Bharatanatyam    

Shri Dwijen Mukherjee Art   

Smt. Rajashree Birla  Social work Birla Group 

Mrs. Shobhana Ranade  Social work    

Dr. Suryanarayanan Ramachandran  Science and Engineering     

Shri S.(Kris) Gopalakrishnan  Trade and Industry  Infosys Chief Executive 
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Shri Yogesh Chander Deveshwar  Trade and Industry  ITC 

Ms. Chanda Kochhar  Trade and Industry  Managing Director of 

ICICI Bank 

Dr. K. Anji Reddy  Trade and Industry- Pharmacy  Dr. Reddy Laboratories 

Shri Analjit Singh  Trade and Industry    

Shri Rajendra Singh Pawar  Trade and Industry NIIT 

Dr. Gunapati Venkata Krishna Reddy  Trade and Industry  GVK Group 

Shri Ajai Chowdhary Trade and Industry HCL 

Shri Surendra Singh Civil Services   

Shri M. N .Buch Civil Services   

Shri Shyam Saran Civil Services former Foreign Secretary 

Shri Thayil Jacob Sony George  Literature and Education    

Dr. Ramdas Madhava Pai  Literature and Education    

Shri Sankha Ghosh  Literature and Education    

Late Shri K. Raghavan Thirumulpad * Medicine - Ayurveda.    

Late Dr. Keki Byramjee Grant * Medicine - Cardiology    

Late Shri Dashrath Patel* Art   

Padma Shri 

Name Discipline Comment 

Shri Girish Kasaravalli  Art - Film making    

Ms. Tabassum 

Hashmi Khan alias 

Tabu  

Art - Cinema    

Shri Dadi Dorab 

Pudumjee  

Art - Puppetry  puppetry artist  

Smt. Usha Uthup  Art - Music.    

Smt. Kajol Art- Cinema   

Shri Irfan Khan  Art- Cinema   

Shri Sushil Kumar  Sports - Wrestling   

Shri Vangipurapu 

Venkata Sai Laxman  

Sports - Cricket    

Shri Gagan Narang  Sports - Shooting    

Smt. Krishna Poonia  Sports - Discus Throw    
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Shri Harbhajan Singh  Sports - 

Mountaineering  

  

Dr. Indira Hinduja  Medicine - Obstetrics 

and Gynaecology.  

pioneer of the GIFT (test-tube) technique, which resulted 

in the birth of India's first test-tube baby in 1978. 

Ms. Urvashi Butalia # Literature and 

Education  

feminist-publishers  

Ms. Ritu Menon # Literature and 

Education  

feminist-publishers  

Prof. Krishna Kumar Literature and 

Education  

  

Dr. Subra Suresh 

(USA)* 

Science and 

Engineering   

as recently nominated to the (United States) National 

Science Foundation by President Barack Obama. 

Shri Satpal 

Khattar(Singapore)* 

Trade and Industry Singapore-based investor 

Shri Granville 

Austin(USA)* 

Literature and 

Education  

independent historian and a leading authority on the 

Indian Constitution. He characterized Indian federalism as 

"Cooperative federalism" 

Note: * indicates awardees in the category of Foreigners / NRIs/ PIOs/ Posthumous. 

            # indicates duo case. 

  

Padma Awards, the country’s highest civilian awards, are conferred in three categories, namely, Padma 

Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. The Awards are given in all disciplines/ fields of activities, viz. art, 

social work, public affairs, science and engineering, trade and industry, medicine, literature and education, 

sports, civil service, etc. ‘Padma Vibhushan’ is awarded for exceptional and distinguished service; ‘Padma 

Bhushan’ for distinguished service of high order and ‘Padma Shri’ for distinguished service in any field. The 

awards are announced on the occasion of Republic Day every year. The awards are conferred by the President 

of India at a function held at Rashtrapati Bhawan sometime around March/ April. 

  

National Bravery Award 2010 

 

Total -23 boys and girls including Eight children from North-Eastern states. 

 

Award 2010 for 

   1. Bharat Award, since 1987 No award - 

   2. Sanjay Chopra Award, since 1978 Priyanshu Joshi of Uttarakhand saved his sister from a 

leopard 

   3. Geeta Chopra Award, since 1978 Jismi P.M. of Kerala saved two children 

from drowning 

  4. Bapu Gayadhani Award, since 1988 Master Vishnudas K.(17 years) of 

Kerala, 

 Master Moonis Khan (15 years) of 

Madhya Pradesh and  

Master Vishnudas 

saved two children 

from drowning. 

Master Moonis Khan 
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Km. Ipi Basar (16 years) of 

Arunachal Pradesh 

saved an old man 

from a railway 

accident while Km. Ipi 

Basar saved two lives 

in a fire incident. 

   5. National Bravery Award, since 1957 18 boys and girls - 

 

Background 

� The National Bravery Award Scheme is an endeavour by the Indian Council for Child Welfare to give due 

recognition to the children who show exceptional courage and perform meritorious service to inspire 

others to emulate their example.  

� The award is given to around 24 children below the age of 16. One of two coveted awards in this category 

are the Sanjay Chopra Award and Geeta Chopra Award instituted in 1978, in the memory of Chopra 

children who laid their lives while confronting their kidnappers, and are given to a boy and a girl 

respectively for acts of bravery. The highest award in the category is the Bharat Award, constituted in 

1987, and the Bapu Gayadhani Award was instituted in 1988. 

� Children get a medal, certificate and cash under the scheme and the awardees will be granted financial 

assistance until they complete their schooling. The Government has reserved some seats for the awardees 

in medical and engineering colleges and polytechnics.  

� The awards are usually announced on 14 November, Children's Day or in January following year, and later 

given by the Prime Minister of India, on the eve of the Republic Day, and prior to this the President hosts a 

reception in their honour, where the children meet the media. On 26 January, the awardees take part in 

Republic Day Parade at Rajpath, New Delhi. 

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 2011 

1. Sir Anand Satyanand from New Zealand,(Chief Guest) 

2.  Prof. Veena Harbhagwan Sahajwalla from Australia,  

3. Ms. Lata Pada from Canada, 

4. Mr. Harindrapal Singh Banga from Hong Kong,  

5. Mr. Mohammad Munir Nazir Hassan Ansari from Israel,  

6. Mr. Upjit Singh Sachdeva from Liberia,  

7. Tan Sri Dato’ Ajit Singh from Malaysia,  

8. Mr. Saleh Wahid from Netherlands,  

9. Indian Community Benevolent Forum of Qatar,  

10. Dr. Mohiaddin Syed Karimuddin from Saudi Arabia,  

11. Mr. Mano Selvanathan of Sri Lanka,  

12. Mr. Mohan Jashanmal from UAE, 

13.  Baroness (Dr.) Sandip Verma from UK,  

14. Mr. Ashook Kumar Ramsaran from USA and  

15. Dr. Rajiv Shah from USA.  

  

Background: 

� The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA) is the highest honour conferred on overseas Indians. 

� PBSA is conferred by the President of India as a part of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Conventions 

organized annually since 2003 on a Non-Resident Indian, Person of Indian Origin or an organization or 

institution established and run by the Non-Resident Indians or Persons of Indian Origin, who has made 

significant contribution in any one of the following fields: 

  

(a) Better understanding abroad of India; 

(b) Support to India’s causes and concerns in a tangible way; 

(c) Building closer links between India, the overseas Indian community and their country of residence; 
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(d) Social and humanitarian causes in India or abroad; 

(e) Welfare of the local Indian community; 

(f) Philanthropic and charitable work; 

(g) Eminence in one’s field or outstanding work, which has enhanced India’s prestige in the country 

    of residence; or 

(h) Eminence in skills which has enhanced India’s prestige in that country (for non-professional workers).  

  

Scientific, Academic and related 

National e-governance awards 2011 

• The national e-governance awards instituted by department of administrative reforms and public 

grievances have been announced.  

• The awards are given to recognize and promote excellence in implementation of e-governance 

initiatives.  

• This year the awards have been announced in seven categories namely,  excellence in government 

process re-engineering, exemplary re-use of ICT based solutions, outstanding performance in citizen-

centric service deliver, innovative use of technology in e-governance, innovative use of ICT by PSUs for 

customer’s benefits, best government portal and special award for e-governance in agriculture sector.  

• The award were presented at Aurangabad on Feb 10, 2011 by the union government. 

  

The various award winners are : 

  

Category 1 - Excellence in Government Process Re-engineering 

•    GOLD     Processing of Income Tax Returns at Centralized Processing Center, Directorate of Income Tax 

(System), Income Tax Department, New Delhi. 

•    SILVER     e-Stamping for MCA Services, Ministry of Corporate Affairs, New Delhi. 

•    BRONZE     Aasthi(GIS based Property Tax Information System), Directorate of Municipal Administration, 

Urban Development Department, Government of Karnataka. 

  

Category 2 - Exemplary Re-Use of ICT Based Solutions 

•    GOLD     Panch Tantra – Gram Panchayatha Online System, Rural Development and Panchayatha Raj 

Department , Government of Karnataka and NIC 

•    SILVER     Geoinformatics in implementation of Forest Rights Act 2006 in Maharashtra, Tribal Research 

and Training Institute, Tribal Development Department, Government of Maharashtra. 

•    BRONZE     e-grantz, Centre for Development of Imaging Technology (C-DIT), Scheduled Caste/ 

Scheduled Tribes Development Department, Government of Kerala . 

  

Category 3 - Outstanding performance in Citizen-Centric Service Delivery 

•    GOLD     SWAGAT – State-Wide Attention on Grievances by Application of Technology, Chief Minister’s 

Office, Gujarat. 

•    SILVER     Aarogyam, District Health Society, Bagpat & J.P. Nagar, Government of Uttar Pradesh. 

•    BRONZE     Tele Samadhan – Call Centre for Citizen facilitation and grievances redressal, Madhya 

Pradesh State Electronic Development Corporation, Department of IT, Government of Madhya Pradesh. 

  

Category 4 - Innovative use of Technology in e-Governance 

•    GOLD     BTRAC 2010, Bangalore Traffic Police. 

•    SILVER     Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP), Gujarat State Watershed 

Management Agency, Department of Rural Development, Government of Gujarat. 

•    BRONZE     e-Disaster Management Cell, Collector Office, Gadchiroli. 

•    BRONZE     e-Governance, Computer Department, Rajkot Municipal Corporation . 
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Category 5 - Innovative use of ICT by PSUs for Customer’s Benefits 

•    GOLD     Financial Inclusion, Punjab National Bank, New Delhi. 

•    SILVER     Enhanced National Train Enquiry System (ENTES), Centre for Railway Information Systems, 

Indian Railways. 

•    BRONZE     Electronic Fund Transferring System, Rajiv Gandhi Rural Housing Corporation Limited, 

Housing Department, Government of Karnataka. 

  

Category 6 - Best Government Portal 

•    GOLD     Indian Customs EDI Gateway Project (ICEGATE), Directorate General of Systems & Data 

Management, Central Board of Excise and Customs. 

•    SILVER     Net-Portal Project of Geological Survey of India, Geological Survey of India, Kolkata. 

•    BRONZE     National Data Warehouse of Official Statistics, Central Statistics Office, Ministry of Statistics 

and Programme Implementation, New Delhi. 

  

Category 7 - Specific Sectoral Award - Focus Sector – Agriculture 

•    GOLD     Agrisnet – Agriculture Information Service Network, Agriculture Department, Government of 

Tamil Nadu. 

•    SILVER     e-Krishi, Kerala State IT Mission, Department of IT, Government of Kerala. 

•    BRONZE     e-Auction, Tea Board of India, Kolkata. 

 

ILO's Decent Work Research Prize 

• The International Labour Organisation's Decent Work Research Prize has been awarded to economist 

Jayati Ghosh and Professor Eve Landau. 

• Dr. Ghosh, who teaches at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, is honoured for her major contributions to 

the analysis of socio-economic relationships and policy instruments for the advancement of decent 

work. 

• The prize carries a cash reward of $5,000. 

• Dr. Ghosh has also been invited to make a presentation at a special ceremony to be held during the 

ILO's Governing Board session scheduled in Geneva for November.  

  

Ernst & Young announces 2010 year awards 

Dilip Shanghvi, Chairman and Managing Director of Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd., is named as the Ernst & 

Young Entrepreneur of the year 2010. 

  

Category Person and Company 

Entrepreneur Of The Year – 

Lifetime Achievement 

 
Brijmohan Lall Munjal , Hero Honda Motors 

  

Entrepreneur Of The Year 

2010 

 
   

Dilip Shanghvi, Sun Pharmaceutical Industries 
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Business Transformation Rajiv Bajaj, Managing Director of Bajaj Auto 

Life Sciences & Consumer 

Products 

Shyam S. Bhartia, Chairman and Managing Director of Jubilant Life 

Sciences, and Hari S. Bhartia, Co-Chairman and Managing Director 

Services Rahul Bhatia, Managing Director of InterGlobe Enterprises 

Start-up N.K. Chaudhary, Managing Director of Jaipur Rugs Company Pvt. Ltd 

 Energy & Infrastructure Naveen Jindal, Executive Vice-Chairman and Managing Director of Jindal 

Steel & Power 

Manager  R. Sridhar, Managing Director of Shriram Transport Finance Company 

Manufacturing Mallika Srinivasan, Chairman of Tractors and Farm Equipment 
 

Film and Television, Beauty contest etc 

83rd Academy Awards 

• The King's Speech won four top awards in the categories like Best Picture, Best Actor (Colin Firth), 

Best Director (Tom Hooper) and Best Original Screenplay (David Seidler).  

• Leonardo DiCaprio's movie Inception has also got four awards in the Best Cinematography, Best 

Sound Mixing, Best Sound Editing and Best Visual Effects categories. 

•  Other multiple winners included The Social Network with three awards and Alice in Wonderland, 

The Fighter, and Toy Story 3, with two awards each. 

  

Best Picture: The King's Speech 

Best Actor: Colin Firth, The King's Speech 

Best Actress: Natalie Portman, Black Swan 

Best Supporting Actor: Christian Bale, The Fighter 

Best Supporting Actress: Melissa Leo, The Fighter 

Best Directing: Tom Hooper, The King's Speech 

Best Foreign Language Film: In a Better World, Denmark 

Best Adapted Screenplay: Aaron Sorkin, The Social Network 

Best Original Screenplay: David Seidler, The King's Speech 

Best Animated Feature Film: Toy Story 3 

  

Background: 

• The Academy Award, also known as the Oscar, is an accolade bestowed by the American 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) to recognize excellence of professionals in 

the film industry, including directors, actors, and writers. 

• The first Academy Awards ceremony was held in 1929. 

• MGM's art director Cedric Gibbons, one of the original Academy members, supervised the design 

of the award trophy. 

• Peepli Live, the Hindi film produced by actor Aamir Khan, was India's official entry to this year's 

Academy Awards (Oscar) in the Best Foreign Language Film category. 
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Golden Globes awards 2011 

 

• “The Social Network”, a film about Harvard-graduate Mark Zuckerberg’s ultra-popular Facebook 

website, swept up four awards  

• It beat British historical tale The King's Speech, which had entered the awards ceremony with the 

most nominations but collected just one award 

• A.R. Rahman ,missed a second win at the forum. 

• Mr. Rahman, who was nominated for a Golden Globe Award in the Original Score for “If I Rise,” from 

director Danny Boyle's “127 Hours,” lost the Award to Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross. 

  

Important winners: 

1. Best Motion Picture - Drama: "The Social Network" 

2. Best Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture - Drama: Natalie Portman, "Black Swan" 

3. Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture - Drama: Colin Firth, "The King's Speech" 

4. Best Motion Picture - Comedy or Musical: "The Kids Are All Right"  

  

• The Golden Globe Awards are sponsored by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association to recognise 

excellence in film, television both domestic and foreign. 

• Ceremony held in Beverly Hills, California  

Rajiv Gandhi National Quality Awards for 2009 Presented 

The Best of All Award was given to Tata Motors Limited, Lucknow. The other category award winners 

include Glaxosmithkline Consumer Healthcare Limited, Sonepat, Haryana (Large Scale Manufacturing 

Industry); Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation, Banglaore (Large Scale Service Industry); Elin 

Appliances Private Limited, Solan, Himachal Pradesh (Small Scale Manufacturing Industry); and Quality 

Evaluation and Systems Team Private Limited, Bangalore (Small Scale Service Industry). 

  

Background:  

• The award, given annually, was instituted by the Bureau of Indian Standards in the year 1991 with a 

view to encouraging Indian Manufacturing and Service Organizations to strive for excellence and 

giving special recognition to those, who are considered to be the leaders of quality movement in India.  
Related info 

• Bureau of Indian Standards is under Department of Consumer Affairs under Ministry of Food & 

Consumer Affairs. 

Sitaram Jindal announces huge prize for the noble in India 

 

• Saying that he was ashamed to belong to a business community that did not do enough to help the 

rest of society, Sitaram Jindal said that companies should earmark at least 25 per cent of their profit 

for CSR programmes and pledged to spend more than a million dollars of his own every year to 

encourage those working for the welfare of the underprivileged in India. 

• Announcing the institution of five annual prizes of Rs.1 crore each on behalf of the Sitaram Jindal 

Foundation, the aluminium magnate said these would be given away to people working in the 

categories of rural development and poverty alleviation, health including drugless therapy, education 

with an emphasis on moral fortification, science, technology and environment, and peace, social 

harmony and development. 

  

MacArthur Foundation award 

Eleven organisations based in six countries, including one in India(Action Research & Training for 

Health, based in Rajasthan), will receive the MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions, 

the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation has announced in Chicago. These constitute 

grants of $350,000 to $1 million each.  
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BOOKS AND AUTHORS 

Name of Book Author/Editor comment 

Lal Bahadur Shastri 

Past Forward  

Sunil Shastri This book rewinds four decades of Indian history when Shastriji was an active 

participant in the national affairs and brings it forward to 25 years after his 

demise. It also captures the essence of a wholesome relationship between 

father, mother and their son. 

Black Brown and the 

Blue 

well-known artist 

Shuvaprasanna  

  

Witness the Night Kishwar Desai, the 

U.K.-based Indian 

writer and 

broadcaster 

novel Witness the Night, about female infanticide has just been awarded 

Britain's prestigious Costa prize (previously known as the Whitbread award) 

for a first book.  

THE WORLD BANK IN 

INDIA — 

Undermining 

Sovereignty, 

Distorting 

Development 

 Edited by Michele 

Kelley, Deepika 

D'Souza 

The material for this book emerged from a two-year preparation that 

culminated in the holding of the first national “Independent People's 

Tribunal on the Impact of the World Bank Group in India,” held in 2007 in 

New Delhi. Over 150 persons presented testimonies and these were 

discussed or elaborated further at the Tribunal. A 12-member jury went into 

those testimonies and framed as many as 29 ‘charges' (listed in the 

concluding chapter of this volume).  
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COMMITTEES  

Ashok chawla committee 

Central government has setup a committee under Ashok chawla to look into pricing, allocation and utilisation of 

India’s natural resources 

Task force to review deemed universities 

•  to examine applications by the deemed-to-be-universities to review whether they had overcome the 

deficiencies that would allow them to continue with their deemed status. 

• As many as 44 such institutions had been given three years time to overcome their deficiencies in 2009 

• The task force comprises P.N. Tandon, professor emiretus at AIIMS; Goverdhan Mehta, National Research 

Professor; Prof Anandakrishnan, chairman IIT, Kanpur; and Prof Mrinal Miri, former Vice-Chancellor of North 

East Hill University.  

Nilekani to head task force on direct subsidies 

• It will work out a suitable mechanism to provide direct subsidies on kerosene, cooking gas (LPG) and 

fertilizers for the intended beneficiaries. 

• Besides Mr. Nilekani, the task force will comprise secretaries of the Ministries of Finance, Chemicals & 

Fertilizers, Agriculture, Food & Public Distribution, Petroleum & Natural Gas and Rural Development, along 

with the Director-General of UIDAI.  

Malegam panel on MFI 

Recommendations 

• micro finance institutions (MFIs) be allowed to charge a maximum interest of 24 per cent on small loans 

which cannot exceed Rs.25,000. 

• a separate category of non-banking financial companies (NBFC-MFI) for the micro finance sector be created 

• The panel also said small loans of up to Rs.25,000 could be given to families having an income up to Rs.50,000 

per annum. 

• the borrowers should be given the option of weekly or fortnightly or monthly return of the loan. 

• 75 per cent of loans extended by MFIs should be for income generation purposes 

• a borrower cannot take loans from more than two MFIs 

• should be implemented from April 1, 2011. 

• regulations of MFIs, the Malegam Committee should be done by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) in close coordination with the RBI 

  

Background: 

The RBI constituted the committee in October last in the wake of allegations of overcharging and using coercive 

recovery practices by MFIs that led to a spate of suicides in Andhra Pradesh. 

  

The decisions taken by the State government to regulate MFIs slowed down the loan recovery process hitting the 

financial health of the sector. It was further aggravated by the reluctance of banks to support MFIs 

  

Sunder Committee Set up to Review the Motor Vehicle Act Submits its Report 

Expert Committee set up to review the Motor Vehicles Act 1988 and to suggest changes therein submitted its 

report to the Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Shri C.P.Joshi. 

  

Recommendations 

•  Suggested that a unique number be issued to every licensee. It will help to check fake licenses.  (current it is 

possible that different RTO even within the State may allot same number ).  

• To ensure better driving and road safety, there will be different categories of licences.  

• The committee has suggested portability of registration numbers allowing the original registration number 

to remain valid throughout the country instead of changing it with a shift in residence or place of business 
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from one State to another. The implementation of this provision will start with non-transport vehicles.  

• Periodic Fitness Check: Doing away with the present system of registering non-transport vehicles for 15 years 

with no requirement of a fitness certificate till the end of this period, the committee has called for a change 

and left it to the Union government to fix the periodicity. 

• But, for transport vehicles it suggested that the validity period be initially for two years and that the fitness 

certificate be obtained annually. 

• To put a stop to overloading, both the owner and the consignor will be presumed to have committed the 

offence.  

  

More 

• A two-stage procedure has been suggested for grant of the licence and subsequent authorisation where 

necessary.  

• Under the proposed law, the validity of a driving licence for a non-transport vehicle will be for 20 years or 

until the holder attains the age of 50. It could be renewed every five years till the age of 70 and thereafter 

renewal will be based on medical certificate. 

• For a transport vehicle, the driving licence will be for three years and it will be renewed thereafter for periods 

of five years.  

• The government will also provide for disposal of vehicles and components thereof when they cease to be 

roadworthy. 

• The committee has suggested that the Centre withdraw protection to state transport undertakings and 

enable them to use both the public and private sectors to provide public transport. 

  

Background Note: Don’t get confused with another Sunder committee. 

 Sunder Committee on Road Safety and Traffic Management(2007) 

The Committee constituted under the Chairmanship of Shri S. Sundar, former Secretary, Ministry of Surface 

Transport, submitted its report on 20.2.2007, recommending creation of the National Road Safety and Traffic 

Management Board and also creation of a dedicated fund namely ‘National Road Safety Fund’.  
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SCHEMES /PROGRAMMES / POLICIES 

Swabhimaan  

(a special Campaign for Financial Inclusion to bring banking to the masses) 

Swabhimaan is a movement that promises to bring basic banking services to all 73,000 ‘unbanked’ villages with over 

2,000 population by March, 2012. It will facilitate opening of bank accounts, provide need-based credit, remittance 

facilities and help to promote 

financial literacy in rural India. New technologies and Business Correspondents will drive the movement. Swabhimaan is a 

path-breaking initiative by the Government of India and the Indian Banks’ Association to cover the economic distance 

between rural and urban India. 

  

Benefits 

• Banking at the door step through Business Correspondents 

(Bank Saathi) 

• Simplified procedures for opening bank accounts 

• Facility of easy access to credit and savings products 

• Speedy transfer of funds/remittances and payment of Government subsidies and social security benefits directly to 

beneficiary accounts 

• Micro-insurance and Micro-pension products 

  

HighlIghts 

• Covering all 73,000 unbanked rural habitations with over 2,000 population 

• Opening 5 crore new rural bank accounts 

• Providing branchless banking through technology 

• Ensuring safe and secure banking 

• Enhancing linkages between rural and urban markets 

  

Launch: 10 Feb. 2011 

 
 

Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS) 

• CCTNS is a Mission Mode Project under the National e-Governance Pan of Govt of India. 

• CCTNS aims at creating a comprehensive and integrated system for enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of 

policing through adopting of principle of e-Governance and creation of a nationwide networking infrastructure 

for evolution of IT-enabled-state-of-the-art tracking system around 'Investigation of crime and detection of 

criminals'. 

• Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the project in June 2009. 

• It is 100% centrally sponsored scheme. 

  

Objectives of 'CCTNS' 

The objectives of the Scheme can broadly be listed as follows: 

1. Make the Police functioning citizen friendly and more transparent by automating the functioning of Police Stations. 

2. Improve delivery of citizen-centric services through effective usage of ICT. 

3. Provide the Investigating Officers of the Civil Police with tools, technology and information to facilitate investigation 

of crime and detection of criminals. 
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4. Improve Police functioning in various other areas such as Law and Order, Traffic Management etc. 

5. Facilitate Interaction and sharing of Information among Police Stations, Districts, State/UT headquarters and other 

Police Agencies. 

6. Assist senior Police Officers in better management of Police Force 

7. Keep track of the progress of Cases, including in Courts 

8. Reduce manual and redundant Records keeping 

  

Under the CCTNS Project, approx. 14,000 Police Stations throughout the country has been proposed to be automated 

beside 6000 higher offices in police hierarchy e.g. Circles, Sub-Divisions, Districts, Range, Zones, Police Headquarters, 

SCRBx including scientific and technical organizations having databases required for providing assistance and 

information for investigation and other purposes e.g. Finger Print Bureaux, Forensic Labs etc. by 2012. 

Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP)  

Updates 

• Programme achieved a case-detection rate of over 73 per cent and a treatment success rate of over 87 per cent 

in 2010 against the global benchmark of 70 and 85 per cent respectively.  

• RNTCP is being expanded by roping in more private practitioners for providing universal access to quality care. 

• Since the launch of RNTCP in 1997, more than 12.6 million patients have been treated and 2.2 million deaths 

averted. 

• The programme is  well on track to achieve TB-related Millennium Development Goals. It was expected to achieve 

a case detection rate of 90 per cent by 2015, even as the twin challenges posed by multi-drug resistant TB (MDR-

TB) and TB-HIV co-infection were also being addressed. 

  

MDR-TB  

• MDR-TB is a specific form of drug-resistant TB due to a bacillus resistant to at least isoniazid and rifampicin, the 

two most powerful anti-TB drugs. MDR-TB is spread from person to person as readily as drug-sensitive TB and in 

the same manner. 

• Why: This can happen for a number of reasons: Patients may feel better and halt their antibiotic course, drug 

supplies may run out or become scarce, or patients may forget to take their medication from time to time. 

  

TB-HIV co-infection  

• TB is a major cause of death among people living with HIV/AIDS, whose impaired immune systems make them 

particularly vulnerable to the devastating effects of TB. 

  

Background: 

• To control TB, National Tuberculosis Control Programme (NTCP) is in operation in the country since 1962 

• Revised National TB Control Programme (RNTCP), which is an application to India of WHO- recommended 

strategy of Directly Observed Treatment Shortcourse (DOTS), was launched in the country in 1997. 

• India accounting for one-fifth of all global TB cases. 

  

First ever Defence Production Policy (DPrP) Released 

 

Summary: 

• Domestic Entities to get Preference in Defence Procurement 

• Private Sector to be Roped in for Design, Development and Production of Defence Products 

• Bigger Role for Academic and Research Institutions 

• Stage Process to be followed in Defence Production 

• Separate Corpus to be set up for Research Activities  

  

Background: 

• For the armed forces, India procures nearly 70 per cent of the requirements through imports, and according to 

industry estimates, it will spend up to $50 billion on defence procurement over the next five years. 
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• Highly volatile scenario around India was a cause for anxiety, and the country had to not only strengthen but also 

protect its economic and security needs. This led to the government embarking on the programme to modernise 

the armed services. 

• In a land mark policy change, the defence industry was thrown open to the private sector in May 2001. 

• The Government permitted 100 per cent equity with a maximum of 26 per cent Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

component, both subject to licencing. 

  

Highlights : 

• With a view to achieve substantive self reliance in design, development and production of defence equipment, 

weapon systems and platforms, the policy also aims at creating conditions conducive for the private industries to 

play an active role to achieve the objective. DPrP will act as a catalyst to enhance potential of Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs) for indigenisation as also for broadening the defence research and development base of the 

country.  

• As for the DPP, preference will be given to indigenous design, development and manufacture of defence 

equipment. Only if the Indian industry is unable to make and deliver the equipment as per specifications within 

the specified time frame will procurement be made from foreign sources. 

• The time taken for procurement and delivery from foreign sources vis-à-vis the time required for making the 

equipment in the country, along with the urgency and criticality of the requirement, will be examined as per the 

DPP before deciding to proceed with procurement from foreign sources. 

• Sub-systems that are not economically viable or practical to be made within India may be imported, ensuring 

their availability at all times. However, as far as possible, the design and integration of the platforms and systems 

will be undertaken within the country. 

• Based on the approved Long Term Integrated Perspective Plan (LTIPP), equipment, weapon system and platforms 

required ten years and further down the line will by and large be developed within the country. Sub-systems that 

are not economically viable or practical to be made within the country may be imported, ensuring their 

availability at all times. However, as far as possible, the design and integration of the platforms and systems will 

be undertaken within the country.  

• Policies will also be put in place to encourage the DPSUs, OFB and the private sector to strengthen their research 

and development wings so that constant upgradation and improvement in systems under manufacture is 

possible. The government will set up a separate fund to provide necessary resources to public and private sector 

including SMEs as well as academic and scientific institutions to support research and development of defence 

products.  

   

Defence Procurement Procedure-2011 

Intent of the revised Defence Procurement Procedure is to expand our defence industrial base, encourage indigenous 

defence production and reduce defence imports. 

  

Highlights : 

• offset clause*: The scope of Offset Policy Guidelines is being expanded to include “civil aerospace”, “internal 

security” and “training” within the ambit of eligible products and services for discharge of offset obligations. 

• Ship Building: level-playing field to the DPSUs, shipyards and private sector, as well as promote indigenization  

•  In an effort to ensure that Indian Industry is placed at par with the  Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUS), 

the Exchange Rate Variation clause has now been made applicable to all Indian vendors when they compete with 

their foreign counterparts under the “Buy Global” category. 

•  Bank Guarantees under the Integrity Pact have now been linked to the validity of the Commerical Offer 

submitted by vendors and are, therefore, no longer open ended. 

  

Background: 

• The Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) is the defining document published by the Ministry of Defence (MoD) 

to enable decisions regarding defence capital acquisition for the Armed Forces to be made in a cost effective, 

timely and transparent manner. 
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• The scope of the DPP has been enlarged gradually through amendments in 2003, 2005, 2006, 2008 and 2009.  

The categorization of defence procurement proposals also been expanded over the last decade from “ Buy” to 

“Buy and Make”.  “Buy and Make Indian” and “Make” procedures.  The basic thrust of the enlargement has been 

to promote development of indigenenous defence industry.   

• The procedures have also been made more transparent and effective. 

  

Offset Clause 

• The DPP has an inbuilt offset clause that requires the manufacturers in the category of ‘Buy' and ‘Make and Buy” 

for acquisitions over and above Rs. 300 crore to invest 30 per cent of the estimated cost in indigenous defence 

industries. 
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REPORTS  

International 

Scope for generating 68,000 MW of green power: World Bank report 

• The World Bank has stated in its latest report that India can generate 68,000 MW of power, costing less than 

Rs.6 a unit from renewable energy sources, a step that can address the country's energy security concerns.  

• The report released by the multilateral funding agency  said the 68,000 MW of wind, hydro and biomass 

energy can be harnessed at less than Rs.6 a unit. “Developing indigenous renewable energy sources, which 

have low marginal costs of generation, are more economically viable in the long run,'' the study — Potential of 

renewable energy in India — has stated. 

• India's electricity demand is expected to grow at an average annual rate of 7.4 per cent in the next 25 years. 

The generation capacity will have to increase five-fold to keep pace with the growth of demand.  

• At present, the installed capacity of the country stands at about 1.70 lakh MW from all sources of energy, as 

per official data.  

• The report also suggested that renewable energy development can be an important tool for regional 

economic development within the country.  

• Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttarakhand have 65 per cent of India's small hydro power 

resources. Much of the economically attractive wind potential in Orissa or the biomass potential in Madhya 

Pradesh lies largely undeveloped, the report adds. 

• The report emphasises that coal, gas and oil have witnessed considerable price volatility in recent years, 

renewables are the only free hedging mechanism against price volatility of fossil fuels. The risk-adjusted cost 

of renewable energy is lower than that of fossil-based fuels, and their use enhances the price certainty of the 

portfolio and increases energy security, the report says.  

• The entire renewable potential, including solar, is less expensive than diesel, where the existing 20,000 MW of 

diesel based installed capacity points to innovative possibilities of scaling up renewable in a big way, according 

to N. Roberto Zagha, World Bank Country Director in India. 

• The government has set an ambitious target of installing at least 44,000 MW of additional capacity of 

renewables in the next 10 years. 

  

National 

Panel for revamping crop data collection 

• The Vaidyanathan Committee of Experts on Agricultural Statistics has recommended restructuring of the 

methodology for collection of farm statistics in a phased manner to ensure objective, reliable and timely 

estimates of crop areas and yields. 

• It has suggested setting up of a National Crop Statistics Centre (NCSC) as the nodal agency to undertake the 

work in collaboration with the Departments of Agriculture and Space.  

• The primary responsibility of such a centre will be to provide reliable and timely estimates of area under major 

crops through complete enumeration of plots in selected sample villages and of the crop yields based on 

properly conducted crop cutting experiments at the State and Central levels. 

• The experts' panel, headed by Professor A. Vaidyanathan, was constituted in 2009 to study the system of 

working out agricultural statistics and to recommend improvements. 

• Highlighting the deficiencies in the area and crop yield estimation in the current system, the report said there 

were “serious lacunae'' in institutional arrangements to collect, supervise and validate basic data on a large 

scale on diverse crops. 

• The committee also suggested strengthening of the Directorate of Economics and Statistics for effective 

implementation of the recommendations of the Committee. 
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G.R.Majithia Wage Board for Journalists- Recommendations 

The Wage boards formed for Working Journalists, Non-Journalists and other newspaper employees have submitted 

their recommendations to the Central Government. G.R. Majithia has been acted as Chairman of the Wage Boards. The 

recommendations have sparked a row with managements of newspapers. The Boards for Journalists and non 

journalists were formed 3 years back for fixing and revising wages and allowances for working journalists and non—

journalists and other newspaper employees. Following are the important recommendations of G.R. Majithia Wage  

 

Board: 

1. Hike in basic pay from 2.5 to 3 times 

2. Fixing the retirement age at 65. 

3. Revised basic pay has to be calculated after merging the existing basic pay, DA and the 30 per cent interim 

relief already granted besides 35 per cent variable pay.  

4. The recommendations have to be implemented from 8th January 2008 if accepted by the Govt. of India. 

5. Introduced variable pay concept for all employees working in newspaper establishments and news agencies. 

The Boards proposed a variable pay of 35 per cent.  

6. Variable Pay has to be implemented from 1st July 2010. 

7. The basic pay at the entry level could be somewhere around Rs. 9,000 and Basic Pay at senior level could be 

around Rs. 25,000 in a category 1 media organisation. 

8. Need of a permanent tribunal to redress grievances between employers and employees 

9. DA should be paid bi-annually with effect from July 1 and January 1 every year. 

10. Need of revision of allowances such as HRA, transport allowance, night shift allowance etc. 

11. HRA shall be paid at the 30 percent, 20 percent and 10 percent of the basic pay based on the areas specified.  

12. Medical allowance of Rs. 1000 and Rs. 500 per month per employee working in newspaper establishment of 

classes I and II and classes III and IV respectively. No medical allowance for employees covered by ESIC. 
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SUMMITS / CONFERRENCE  

 

Name Place Date Outcome/Background 

Environment Ministers 

of the BASIC bloc — 

Brazil, South Africa, 

India and China meeting 

New Delhi Feb 27, 

1011 

‘Fast start finance for climate change has not even passed double 

digit' 

rich nations are attempting to sneak in their existing aid to large 

developing economies as part of the “fast start finance” package. 

[Background: 

At the U.N. climate change summit at Copenhagen in December 

2009, rich nations pledged to give $30 billion in “fast start 

finance” between 2010 and 2012 to help the poorest countries 

and those most affected by climate change. 

] 

INDIA-LDC MINISTERIAL 

CONFERENCE 

New Delhi Feb 18-

19 2011 

largest-ever gathering of LDC Ministers hosted by India 

  

G20-Finance ministers 

and central bank 

governors meeting 

Paris, France Feb 19 

2011 

G-20 Ministers reach compromise deal to correct global 

economic imbalances. 

INDIPEX 2011: The 

World Philatelic 

Exhibition 

Delhi Feb 11 

2011 

After 14 long years  

To make the event memorable, India Post will also release a set 

of stamps on six legendary actors — Meena Kumari, Nutan, 

Kanan Devi, Devika Rani, Leela Naidu and Savitri. The department 

has earlier released stamps honouring actors like Madhubala, 

Nargis, Guru Dutt and Raj Kapoor, singers like K.L. Saigal, 

Mukesh, Kishore Kumar, Mohammad Rafi, Hemant Kumar and 

Begum Akhtar, and directors like Dada Saheb Phalke, Satyajit Ray 

and Bimal Roy, to name a few. 

Aero India 2011 Bangalore Feb 9  

2011 

40 countries participated in the show  

      • born business professor at the University of Geneva. 

World Social Forum 

2011 

Dakar(Senegal) Feb 7-

10 

• The World Social Forum (WSF) is an annual meeting, 

based in Brazil, which defines itself as "an opened space – 

plural, diverse, non-governmental and non-partisan – that 

stimulates the decentralized debate, reflection, proposals 

building, experiences exchange and alliances among 

movements and organizations engaged in concrete actions 

towards a more solidary, democratic and fair world....a 

permanent space and process to build alternatives to 

neoliberalism." 

• It tends to meet in January at the same time as its "great 

capitalist rival", the Word Economic Forum's Annual Meeting 

in Davos, Switzerland. 

• Originated by Oded Grajew, the first WSF was held from 

25 January to 30 January 2001 in Porto Alegre, Brazil 
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Commonwealth Law 

Conference 

Hyderabad Feb 5 

2011 

Came back to India after four decades. 

‘Emerging economies and the rule of law: Challenges and 

Opportunities.'  

it is worthwhile to know and understand the experiences of 

different countries in the Commonwealth in tackling the 

problems raised by emerging issues, and which may be usefully 

drawn upon, consistent with the constitutional scheme and 

ethos of each country. 

Delhi Sustainable 

Development Summit  

Delhi Feb 3  

2011 

organised by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) 

Annual Meeting of the 

World Economic Forum. 

 

Davos,Switzerland 

 Jan 27-

30, 

2011 

• The World Economic Forum (WEF) is a Swiss non-profit 

foundation, based in Geneva, best known for its annual 

meeting in Davos. 

• The meeting brings together top business leaders, 

international political leaders, selected intellectuals and 

journalists to discuss the most pressing issues facing the 

world, including health and the environment. 

• Beside meetings, the foundation produces a series of 

research reports and engages its members in sector specific 

initiatives 

• The foundation was founded in 1971 by Klaus Schwab, a 

German- 

Geospatial World Forum 

meeting  

Hyderabad Jan 18, 

2011 

• A bill to establish a National Geospatial Data Authority 

would be introduced in the budget session of Parliament 

• Lifetime Achievement award of the Forum conferred to 

Dr. Kasturirangan.  

9th meeting of the 

BCIM (Bangladesh, 

China, India and 

Myanmar) Forum 

Kunming, China Jan 17-

18, 

2011 

  

21st Annual Conference 

of Indian Nuclear 

Society on ‘Impact of 

Radiation Technology 

on human health and 

environment' 

Bhabha Atomic 

Research Centre, 

Mumbai 

Jan 16, 

2011 

out of the 61 nuclear reactors under construction in the world, 

39 are in Asia.  
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

Polity and Governance 

Kerala House passes Bill to form Plachimada tribunal 

• In a trail-blazing legislative initiative, the Kerala Assembly  passed the Plachimada Coca-Cola Victims Relief and 

Compensation Claims Special Tribunal Bill 2011 to secure for the inhabitants of Plachimada in Palakkad district 

compensation for the ecological damage caused by the Coca Cola unit that used to function in the village. 

  

Background: 

• In Plachimada, Coca-Cola is allegedly responsible for creating problems for communities by creating severe water 

shortages and polluting the groundwater and soil, destroying farms by draining them out completely. The plant 

here used about 900,000 liters of water last year, about a third of it for the soft drinks, the rest to clean bottles 

and machinery. It is drawn from wells at the plant but also from aquifers Coca-Cola shares with neighboring 

farmers. The water is virtually free to all users. These farmers who have been protesting say their problems began 

after the Coca-Cola factory arrived in 1999. 

JPC of 2G probe: 

• motion in the Lok Sabha by Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee  

• 30-member (20 Lok sabha+ 10 Rajya Sabha) 

• Chairman:  

  

Terms of reference: 

• To examine the policy prescriptions and their interpretation thereafter by successive governments, including 

decisions of the Union Cabinet and the consequences thereof, in the allocation and pricing of telecom licences 

and spectrum from 1998 to 2009. 

• To examine irregularities and aberrations, if any, and the consequences thereof in the implementation of the 

overnment decisions and policy prescriptions from 1998 to 2009. 

• To make recommendations to ensure formulation of appropriate procedures for implementation of the laid down 

policy in the allocation and pricing of telecom licences. 

  

Centre hikes election expenditure limit by 60% 

• The spending limit for a Parliamentary constituency in major States, now stands at Rs. 40 lakh as against Rs. 25 

lakh earlier. The limit for Assembly constituencies in the major States moves from Rs. 10 lakh to Rs. 16 lakh.  

• Poll expense limits are not uniform across the country and vary according to the size, demographics and other 

factors of the smaller States and Union Territories 

Independent MLAs and 10th schedule 

• Under the 10th Schedule of the Constitution of India, an independent MLA has to remain an independent 

throughout the term of the Vidhan Sabha and in case he joins any political party, he is liable to be disqualified 

from the membership of the House. 

• Supreme Court in Jagjit Singh's case had already held that even if an independent MLA does not formally join any 

political party but by his conduct loses his independent character, he is liable to be disqualified from the 

membership of the House. 

• In news: INLD wants Independent MLAs disqualified 

Jamia Millia Islamia declared minority institution 

• In a historic order, the National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions (NCMEI) granted minority 

institution status to the Jamia Millia Islamia University.  

Benefits: 

• This will allow the Jamia Millia — started in 1920 and declared a Central university by an Act of Parliament in 

1988 — to reserve up to 50 per cent seats for Muslims.  
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• Minority status means the Jamia Millia will no longer have to give reservation to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 

Tribe students. 

Logics 

• Jamia was established for the purpose of keeping Muslim education in Muslim hands, entirely free from external 

contro 

• Section 2(o) of the Jamia Millia Islamia Act, 1988, acknowledges it in no uncertain terms that Jamia was founded 

by the leaders of the Khilafat Movement. It is well known that the Khilafat Movement was spearheaded by 

Maulana Shaukat Ali and Maulana Mohd. Ali Jauhar, and that the movement gave birth to the Non-Cooperation 

Movement launched by Gandhiji.  

Opposition 

• The Human Resource Development Ministry had opposed the move on the ground that a petition challenging the 

minority status of the Aligarh Muslim University was pending in the Supreme Court and its judgment would have 

a bearing on the Jamia case.  

  

NCMEI 

• The Government brought out an Ordinance in November 2004 establishing the Commission.  Later a Bill was 

introduced in the Parliament in December 2004 and both Houses passed the Bill.  The NCMEI Act was notified in 

January 2005. 

• The Commission is mandated to look into specific complaints regarding deprivation or violation of rights of 

minorities to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice.  Protection of rights of minorities 

are enshrined in Article 30 of the Constitution which states that “all minorities, whether based on religion or 

language shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice”.  

• Chairman: Justice M. S. A. Siddiqui (as on 2 Apr 2011) 

Health and HRD Ministries agree on medical education jurisdiction 

The National Commission for Human Resources in Health (NCHRH) will get to lay down the minimum standards of medical 

education, while all health-related research will come under the purview of the National Commission for Higher Education 

and Research (NCHER), promoted by the HRD Ministry.  

Quraishi suggests “none of the above” option in EVMs 

The Election Commission has suggested to the Union government that the law be amended for making a provision in 

electronic voting machines to enable voters to exercise the option of not casting their votes (Rule 49-O of the Conduct 

of Election Rules). 

  

Background: 

Rule 49-O 

• Rule 49-O states that a voter can opt for a ‘negative/neutral vote’, if he/she finds the candidates are not up to the 

mark. The presiding officer will remark about the voter’s decision on the voter's list and the latter has to sign or 

give thumb impression against the remark.  

• The major flaw is the violation of secret voting since the voter has to inform the presiding officer about the 

further procedure of remarking.  

• To overcome this, there should be an option such as ‘None of the Above’ in the ballot paper and Electronic Voting 

Machines (EVM).  
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1-year RI for former Kerala Minister, two others in Idamalayar project case 

• The Supreme Court on Thursday convicted and sentenced the former Minister of the Kerala Congress (B), R. 

Balakrishna Pillai; the former Chairman of the Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB), Ramabhadran Nair; and 

P.K. Sajeev, a close friend of Mr. Pillai, to one-year rigorous imprisonment in the Idamalayar Hydroelectric 

Power Project case.  

• The prosecution case was that Mr. Pillai, who was the Electricity Minister in the UDF government during 

1980-87, caused a pecuniary loss of about Rs. 2 crore to the KSEB by awarding contracts for the construction 

of a power tunnel and surge shaft of the Idamalayar project to K.P. Poulose (now deceased) at 

“extraordinarily high rates.” 

  

Background: 

The Idamalayar Dam is a multipurpose concrete gravity dam located at Ennakal, near Bhoothathankettu, on the 

Idamalayar River, a tributary of the Periyar River in Kerala. It was completed in 1985. 

m-governance policy 

• The government is framing a policy on mobile governance (m-governance) to be able to deliver citizen 

services through cellphones. 

• The department of information technology (DIT) has set up an internal committee to draft a consultation 

paper. 

• The policy will lay down a regulatory framework for m-governance and include mandates on security 

measures, supporting infrastructure and technology standards. It will span areas such as health, education 

and financial services. 

First state/UT to have children courts- Delhi 
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Armed Forces Tribunal throws up its hands 

• The Armed Forces Tribunal (HQ- New Delhi) has expressed its anguish over lack of powers to get its orders 

executed. Many a time it has found itself helpless as its orders are not being implemented by authorities, said the 

Tribunal. 

• It is sad that the power of civil contempt has not been given in the Armed Forces Tribunal Act. It may be an error 

or omission or may be deliberate. 

• Chairperson: Justice A.K. Mathur  

  

Background: 

• The country's first Armed Forces Tribual launched on 8th August 2009. 

• The Armed Forces Tribunal Act, passed by Parliament in 2007, came into effect in June last year.  

• It provides for adjudication by the tribunal of disputes and complaints about commission, appointments, 

enrolment and service conditions in respect of those covered by the Three Services Act, and hearing of appeals 

arising out of orders, findings or sentences of court martial. The tribunal will have original jurisdiction in service 

matters and appellate jurisdiction in court martial matters. 

 

  

Centre plans website for Indians studying abroad 

Concerned over the fate of Indian students who were enrolled in the now-derecognised Tri-Valley University (TVU) in the 

United States, the Human Resource Development Ministry has asked Educational Consultants India Limited (EdCIL) to 

prepare a project report on creating and maintaining a web page that could be dedicated to students abroad. 

  

EdCIL, a public sector undertaking, offers consultancy and technical services in different areas of education, not only 

within the country but also on a global basis.  

  

Economic and Social Development 

Railways announce project near Nandigram 

 

New factories of Railway 

Type Place Comment 

wagon component 

factory 

Nandigram   

diesel multiple unit 

(DMU) factory  

Haldia   

wagon component 

factory 

Jellingham near 

Nandigram 

a joint venture of the Railways, Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) and 

Burn Standard. 

      

Kisan Vision project 

(a perishable cargo 

centre of the 

Railways) 

Singur Kisan Vision Project has been initiated by identifying six locations, namely 

Dankuni, Mechheda, Nasik,New Jalpaiguri, New Azadpur and Singur for 

implementation as pilot projects 

Haldia Dock II at 

Shalukkhalli 
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98th Indian Science Congress  

• The 98th Indian Science Congress held at the SRM University, near Chennai, from January 3-7, 2010. 

• 99th Indian Science Congress will be held in Bhubaneswar during January 3-7, 2012. The focal theme will be 

‘Science and technology for inclusive innovation, the role of women.' 

        Background: 

• Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) is a premier scientific organisation of India,started in the year 1914, 

with Headquarters at Kolkata.. It meets annually in the first week of January every year. 

• The ISCA was established by two British chemists, Professor J. L. Simonsen and Professor P.S. MacMahon to 

promote scientific research in India. As per tradition, Indian Science Congress has always been inaugurated on the 

3rd of January by the Prime Minister of India and is chaired by the Chief Minister of the state in which it is held. 

  

97th Thiruvanantpuram 

96th Shilong 

95th Vishakhapatnnam 
 

Health 

Bird flu strikes India again 

• Where: State Duck Breeding Farm in Agartala 

• With this, India has lost the bird flu-free status it acquired in June 2, 2010. 

• The last outbreak was reported in January 2010 in Khargram block of Murshidabad district in West Bengal. 

National Infant Mortality Rate Down to Fifty 

 As per the latest Sample Registration System (SRS) estimates released by the Registrar General of India (RGI), Ministry 

of Home Affairs for the year 2009, it is noted that  Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)* has dropped by  3 points from 53 

(during 2008) to 50 infants deaths per 1000 live births during 2009.  The IMR for rural areas has dropped by 3 points 

from 58 to 55 infant deaths per 1000 live births.  

STATE/UT 2009 2008 comment 

Goa 11 10 +1 

Kerala 12 12   

Manipur 16 14   

Puducherry 22 25   

Daman 24 31   

Chandigarh 25 28   

Lakshadweep 25 31   

Nagaland 26 26   

A&N Islands  27 31 -4 

Tamil Nadu 28 31   

Maharashtra 31 33   

Tripura 31 34   

Arunachal Pradesh 32 32   
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W. Bengal 33 35   

Delhi 33 35   

Sikkim 34 33   

Mizoram 36 37   

D&N 37 34   

Punjab 38 41   

Karnataka 41 45 -4 

Uttarakhand 41 44   

Jharkhand 44 46   

Himachal Pr 45 44   

J&K 45 49 -4 

Gujarat 48 50   

Andhra Pr. 49 52   

ALL INDIA 50 53 -3 

Haryana 51 54   

Bihar 52 56 -4 

Chhattisgarh 54 57   

Rajasthan 59 63 -4 

Meghalaya 59 58   

Assam 61 64   

Uttar Pradesh 63 67 -4 

Orissa 65 69 -4 

Madhya Pradesh 67 70   

  

     While the national average is 3 points drop, the States of Bihar, Karnataka, Orissa, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, J&K, 

Andaman and Nicobar islands have reported 4 points decrease.  

  

Background: 

The Sample Registration System (SRS) is a large-scale demographic survey for providing reliable annual estimates of 

birth rate, death rate and other fertility & morality indicators at the national and sub-national levels.  The SRS sample is 

replaced every ten years based on the latest census frame. At present, SRS is operational in 7,597 sample units (4,433 

rural nd 3,164 urban) spread across all States and Union Territories and covers about 1.5 million households and 7.18 

million population. 

   

*IMR= infant deaths per 1000 live births. 
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Indian Geographical/Cultural/other Issues 

 Balimela Reservoir  

The Balimela Reservoir is located in Orissa. 

  

International Container Transhipment Terminal(ICTT) on Vallarpadam/ India's first ICCT. 

• Prime Minister Manmohan Singh dedicated to the nation the first phase of International Container 

Transhipment Terminal on Vallarpadam island. It will help exporters access mainline container vessels calling at 

the port. 

• It is India's first ICCT. 

• The project is a near 50-50 partnership between Dubai Ports World (DP World) and the Government of India, 

investing through the Cochin Port Trust. DP World has a 30-year BOT agreement with the Port Trust for the 

facility being commissioned in three phases. The first has a capacity to handle one million TEUs (20-foot 

equivalent unit) of cargo. The design capacity in the final phase is 5.5 million TEUs. 

  

Background: 

Vallarpadam : is one among the group of islands, that form part of the city of Kochi, Kerala. It is situated in the Lake of 

Kochi. 

  

The need: 

• The absence of a global hub port and the lack of transhipment facilities had put Indian trade at a disadvantage as 

about 60 per cent of the country's export-import containers were transhipped through ports such as Singapore 

and Colombo. 

• Transhipment of India-bound or outbound containers from these foreign ports involved an additional expense of 

$300 a container and an extra seven to 10 days in transit time. 

• Government of India had approved 22 PPP projects at an estimated investment of Rs.9,000 crore. Twenty-two 

more PPP projects were under bidding and would be awarded soon. 

 

        Transhipment: 

• Transshipment or Transhipment is the shipment of goods or containers to an intermediate destination, and then 

from there to yet another destination. 

• One possible reason is to change the means of transport during the journey (for example from ship transport to 

road transport), known as transloading.  

• Another reason is to combine small shipments into a large shipment, dividing the large shipment at the other end 

 

  

Census 2011 will begin on February 9 

• Census 2011, billed as the largest peacetime mobilisation in the world, will see the massive exercise of population 

enumeration across the country simultaneously, between February 9 and 28.  

• While a column on the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes would be there in Census 2011, the 

government decided to hold caste-based enumeration as a separate exercise from June to September 2011.  

• For the first time, enumerators would collect such information as ownership of mobile phones, computers and 

the Internet, having treated or untreated drinking water facility and banking services. 

• The exercise will mark a milestone as the first ever NPR will also be prepared; all persons above 15 would be 

photographed and fingerprinted to create a biometric national database. With this, India would probably become 

the first democratic nation in the world that has its population fingerprinted in a year from now. 

• Once the NPR's final database was created, it would be sent to the Unique Identification Authority of India for 

duplication and generation of UID number and for issue of identity smart card. 

• Census 2011 would cover all people living in the country, including illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. It would 

cover anyone living in India, and enumerators would not ask their nationality. 
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Rail Bandhu 

• Passengers on high-end trains like the Rajdhani Express and the Shatabdi Express can now look forward to getting 

Rail Bandhu, an in-house magazine to be published by the Railways, free of cost. 

• The first magazine by the Railways is all set to be launched on Rail Diwas on April 16 by Minister Mamata 

Banerjee. 

• As a pilot project, the Rail Bandhu (rail friend) will be launched in Northern Railway and distributed in high-end 

trains. 

Renaming of Tuticorin Port Trust as V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust  

• Ports in India are generally named after the city or the town in which these are situated. However, the 

Government, in special cases, after due consideration have renamed Ports after great leaders in the past. 

• There have been frequent demands from several quarters in Tamil Nadu to re¬name Tuticorin Port Trust as V.O. 

Chidambaranar Port Trust. Thiru V.O. Chidambaranar Pillai (5th September, 1872 – 18th November, 1936) hailed 

from Ottapidararn near Tuticorin in Tamilnadu. As part of Swadeshi movement, he started 'the Swadeshi Steam 

Navigation Company', procured two ships and launched the first indigenous Indian Shipping service between 

Tuticorin and Colombo in the year 1906. He was an erudite scholar in Tamil, a prolific writer, a fiery speaker, a 

trade union leader of unique calibre and a dauntless freedom fighter. 

• By renaming the Port of Tuticorin Port Trust as V.O. Chindambaranar, a grateful nation would be remembering 

the invaluable contribution made by the legendary freedom fighter in its freedom struggle.  

  

Geographical 

SAIL to invest Rs. 5,000 cr to develop Chiria mines 

• in Jharkhand 

• to feed its plants in Bokaro, Burnpur, Durgapur and Rourkela.  

• Tagging along 13 conditions, Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh gave forest clearance to SAIL for mining iron 

ore from the Chiria reserves overturning the Forest Advisory Committee's recommendations.  

• The existing mines of the steel major in the eastern part of the country have almost depleted and thus the Chiria 

mines would be the sole source for raw materials for these plants. 

  

Cultural 

Makara Jyothi  

• Makara Jyothi is a man-lit fire which appears like a celestial star from the Sabarimala Temple and surrounding 

areas on the day of Makar Samkranti (Winter solstice).  

• Its vision is considered as auspicious by the Hindus. 

  

In news:  

• The Supreme Court has declined to entertain a writ petition for a direction to the Travancore Devaswom Board to 

stop lighting the Makara Jyothi at Ponnambalamedu on Makaravilakku day in January every year, as it is not a 

miracle but man-made fire.  

• CJI told petitioner that he should approach the Kerala High Court as three similar petitions were already pending 

there. 

     Koro 

• Koro, discovered in 2008, is spoken by about a thousand people in Arunachal Pradesh and belongs to the Tibeto-

Burman language family.  

 Padmanabhaswamy Temple  

• A Division Bench of the Kerala High Court directed the State government to immediately take steps to constitute 

a body corporate or trust or any other authority on the lines of the Guruvayur Devaswom to take over control of 
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the Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple, its assets and management.  

  

Related info: 

It is a famous Hindu temple of Lord Vishnu, located inside the Fort in the city of Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The temple 

is one of the 108 divya desam, the holiest abodes of Lord Vishnu. The main deity, Padmanabhaswamy, is a form of Vishnu 

in Anananthasayanam posture (in eternal sleep of yognidra). 

Indian Diaspora 

9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2011 

• Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated on 9 January every year since 2003 to mark the contribution of Overseas 

Indian community in the development of India. 

• The day commemorates the arrival of Mahatama Gandhi in India from South Africa. 

• 9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was held in New Delhi(7-9 Jan 2011). 

• This year the theme of the event was “Engaging the Indian Diaspora” 

• The North Eastern states of India were partner states for this year’s Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.  

  

Announcements 

• facility of the Indian Community Welfare Fund has now been extended to all the Indian Missions. 

• The Government has also decided to establish new Indian cultural centres in the US, Canada, Saudi Arabia, 

France and Australia.  

• Government has decided to merge the Overseas Citizen of India Card and the people of Indian Origin Card into a 

single facility.  

• NRIs right to participate in the country’s electoral processes (The Representation of the People (Amendment) 

Bill, 2010) 

• The Government is in the process of setting up Indian Worker Resource Centres in countries with a large Indian 

emigrant worker population. (already been established in 18 Indian Missions) 

• Ministry of overseas Indian affairs is launching a project in collaboration with UNIFEM for “Empowering women 

workers from India going to the Gulf countries.” Under the project, innovative institutional arrangements would 

be set up to enable delivery of a host of services for women emigrants. 

• Government has signed Social Security Agreements with twelve countries and has finalised Labour Mobility 

Partnerships with two others to improve the conditions of overseas Indian workers.  

• Similar generic arrangement is also being negotiated with the European Union. 

  

Background: 

NRI* 

An  Indian citizen who is ordinarily residing outside India and holds  an Indian Passport 

PIO 

A person who or whose any of ancestors was an Indian national and who is presently holding another country’s 

citizenship/ nationality i.e. he/she is holding foreign passport 

PIO card: 

Persons of Indian Origin Card ('PIO Card'''') is a form of identification issued to a Person of Indian Origin. It provides 

some benefits like no  

 requirement of separate visa to visit India etc. 

Eligibility PIO Card 

1. Any person who at any time held an Indian Passport;  

or  

2. he or either of his parents or grand parents or great grand parents was born in or was permanently resident in 

India as defined in Government of India Act, 1935 and other territories that became part of India thereafter provided 

neither was at any time a citizen    of    Afghanistan, Bhutan, China,  Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka; 

 or 

3.  Who is a spouse of a citizen of India or a person of Indian origin as mentioned above. 
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OCI 

• This is a form of Indian nationality, the holders of which are known as Overseas Citizens of India. 

• the Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) Scheme was introduced by amending the Citizenship Act, 1955 in August 

2005. The Scheme was launched during the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention 2006 at Hyderabad. 

• OCI is not to be misconstrued as ‘dual citizenship’. OCI does not confer political rights. The registered Overseas 

Citizens of India shall not be entitled to the rights conferred on a citizen of India under article 16 of the 

Constitution with regard to equality of opportunity in matters of public employment.  

Eligibility for OCI 

• was a citizen of India on 26 January 1950 or at any time thereafter; or 

• was eligible to become a citizen of India on 26 January 1950; or 

• belonged to a territory that became part of India after the 15 August 1947; or 

• is the child or grandchild of a person described above; 

• has never been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh. 

  

Some Benefits to OCI 

(i)    A    multiple    entry multi-purpose life long visa for visiting India.  

(ii)Exemption     from registration     with     local police authority for any length of stay in India.  

(iii)    Parity     with     Non resident Indians (NRIs) in respect of economic, financial and educational fields except in 

relation to        acquisition        of agricultural or plantation properties.    No    parity shall be allowed in the sphere of 

political rights.  

Any other benefits to OCIs will be notified by the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) under Section 7B(1) of the    

Citizenship    Act, 

1955. 

  

*For different purposes "ordinarily residing outside India" may be defined differently. 

Provisions under the I.T. Act  

The residential status for the Income Tax Act is determined in section 6 as under: 

1. An individual will be treated as a resident in India in any previous year if he fulfills any of the following two 

conditions: 

(a) he/she is in India in that year for period or periods amounting in all to 182 days or more, or 

(b) Having within the four years preceding that year been in India for a period or periods amounting in all to 365 days 

or more, and has been in India for 60 days or more in that year. 

Foreign Exchange Regulation Act 

The concept of Non-Resident under FERA is different as compared to that under Income Tax Act. Under Income Tax 

Act, the residential status of a person is determined on the basis of number of days he stays in India whereas under 

FERA, it is the intention of a person to be in India or outside India would be an important factor determining his 

residential status. 

Miscellaneous 

Godhra train fire case Verdict 

• 31 convicted, 63 acquitted 

• Coach S-6 of the Sabarmati Express, in which 59 people, mostly ‘kar sevaks' returning from Ayodhya were 

travelling, was burnt on February 27, 2002 at Godhra. 

3 of 6 WWF volunteers freed 

• Three volunteers, all women, of the World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF), who were among the six 

abducted by combat uniform-clad gunmen on 6 Feb 2011 from the Manas Tiger Reserve, were released on 

Tuesday night. Three men are still being held captive.  

• These young volunteers were part of the WWF team carrying out tiger habitat occupancy surveys in the 

area.  

  



 

©VISION IAS                                                   www.visioniaswordpress.com                            

 
43 

WWF 

• The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) is an international non-governmental organization working on issues 

regarding the conservation, research and restoration of the environment, formerly named the World Wildlife 

Fund. 

• It is the world's largest independent conservation organization with over 5 million supporters worldwide, working 

in more than 90 countries, supporting around 1300 conservation and environmental projects around the world. 

• It's  mission is "to halt and reverse the destruction of our environment".  

• WWF's ultimate goal is to build a future where people live in harmony with nature.  

  

Hum Dono 

Hum Dono is a 1961 Hindi film produced by Dev Anand and Navketan films. It has been relaunched in Colour exactly 

after 50 years on 4th February 2011. 

  

Related info 

• Film colorization may be done as a special effect, or to modernize black and white films, or to restore color films. 

Examples date from the early 20th century, but colorization has become common with the advent of digital 

image processing. 

• Mughal-e-Azam is the first full feature-length movie to be revived/colorized for a theatrical re-release in the 

history of world cinema. Some Hollywood movies have been colorized, but only for re-release on home video. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS  

India takes over as co-chair of Asia Pacific FATF 

Macau is the other co-chair of the FATF group, which consists of more than 30 countries and has a ministerial 

mandate for establishing the standards. 

India backs U.N. curbs on Qadhafi 

• India voted in favour of sanctions against Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, his relatives and associates. 

• The Council unanimously approved curbs on travel, freezing of financial assets, weapon sales and a 

reference to the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague. 

• Libyan Permanent Representative helped tilt the decision in referring the Libyan leader's case to the ICC, 

criticising the regime that appointed him. 

• Libya was among the countries that had voted against the setting up of the ICC and is not a member.  

• India is opposed to broad-based sanctions as it believes they spare the ruling elite and hit the people at 

large.  

  

Background: 

International Criminal Court 

• The International Criminal Court(ICC) is a permanent tribunal to prosecute individuals for genocide, crimes 

against humanity, war crimes, and the crime of aggression (although it cannot currently exercise 

jurisdiction over the crime of aggression). 

• It came into being on 1 July 2002—the date its founding treaty, the Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court, entered into force—and it can only prosecute crimes committed on or after that date.  

• The court's official seat is in The Hague, Netherlands, but its proceedings may take place anywhere 

• The court can generally exercise jurisdiction only in cases where the accused is a national of a state party, 

the alleged crime took place on the territory of a state party, or a situation is referred to the court by the 

United Nations Security Council. 

• India is not a member. 

• India has consistently opposed the court. It abstained in the vote adopting of the statute in 1998, saying it 

objected to: 

  The broad definition adopted of crimes against humanity 

  The right given to the Security Council to refer cases, delay investigations and bind non-State 

Parties. 

 The use of nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction not being explicitly outlawed 

• China and Pakistan are also not a member. 

• Israel, Sudan and the United States—have "unsigned" the Rome Statute. 

  

Preah Vihear Temple 

• is a Hindu temple built during the reign of Khmer Empire on border of Cambodia and  Thailand . 

• In 1962, following a lengthy dispute between Thailand and Cambodia over ownership, a majority of the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague awarded the temple to Cambodia. 

• On July 7, 2008, Preah Vihear was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

• The ongoing conflict between Cambodia and Thailand over the site since 2008 has led to periodic outbreaks 

of violence. 

• In February 2011, whilst Thai officials were in Cambodia negotiating the dispute, Thai and Cambodian 

troops clashed, resulting in casualties and deaths on both sides. 

India joins hands with LDCs to seek global action programme 

• India, along with a large number of least developed countries, has called for an international programme of 

action aiming at reducing the number of LDCs by half over the next decade. 

• India made this demand after noting that the lack of international efforts led to the number of LDCs 

increasing from 25 in 1971 to 48 this year. 
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• India and the LDCs also pressed for strengthening international support mechanisms in favour of the 

LDCs and called for augmenting the Official Development Assistance and South-South cooperation. In 

this respect, the declaration called for implementing suggestions emanating from South-South 

conferences such as the Nairobi outcome document, the Marrakech Framework and the 

Yamoussoukro Consensus. While calling for a more concerted action plan by the international 

community, the declaration expressed satisfaction over the increase in South-South cooperation and 

South-South trade and investment flows. Although this has had a positive impact on the LDCs' 

development process, “we see [this] as a complement, and not a substitute for North-South 

cooperation.” 

• Inaugurating the largest-ever gathering of LDC Ministers hosted by India, External Affairs Minister S.M. 

Krishna unveiled a $500-million credit line facility over the next five years to be used specifically for 

projects and programmes of the LDCs, five additional scholarships annually for all 48 LDCs and a special 

fund for the four laggards 

  

Background: 

LDC 

Least Developed Country (LDC) is the name given to a country which, according to the United Nations, exhibits 

the lowest indicators of socioeconomic development, with the lowest Human Development Index ratings of all 

countries in the world. The concept of LDCs originated in the late 1960s and the first group of LDCs was listed by 

the UN in 1971. 

 

MARRAKECH FRAMEWORK OF IMPLEMENTATION OF SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION  

Outcome of High-level Conference on South-South Cooperation held in Marrakech, Morocco, from 16 to 19 

December 200 

 

Nairobi outcome document 

Outcome of High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation in December 2009  

 

Yamoussoukro Consensus on South-South Cooperation 

Intergovernmental Follow-up and Coordination Committee on Economic Cooperation among Developing 

Countries Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire, 10-13 June 2008 

Muslim Brotherhood 

• The Society of the Muslim Brothers (often simply The Brotherhood or MB) is an Islamic transnational 

movement and the largest political opposition organization in many Arab states. 

• It was founded in 1928 in Egypt by the Islamic scholar and schoolteacher Hassan al-Banna. 

• The Muslim brotherhood started off as a social organization, preaching Islam, teaching the illiterate, 

setting up hospitals, and even launched commercial enterprises. As it continued to rise in influence, 

starting in 1936, it began to oppose British rule in Egypt. 

•  Many Egyptian nationalists accuse the Brotherhood of violent killings during this period. 

• After the 1948 Arab defeat in the First Arab-Israeli war, the Egyptian government dissolved the 

organization and arrested its members; its founder was assassinated.  

• After the Egyptian Revolution of 1952, which was supported by the Brotherhood, it was once again 

banned and repressed.  

• Though the Brotherhood spread to other countries, it was suppressed there too: in 1982, Syria 

violently crushed a Brotherhood revolt (the Hama massacre).  

• Starting in the 1980s it entered Egypt's political arena, forming alliances with other parties, and fielding 

"independent" candidates. 

•  When in 2005, the Brotherhood won 20% of the seats, Hosni Mubarak cracked down on the group.  

• As of 2011, the Brotherhood took an active part in the Egyptian protests 
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Southern Sudan referendum 

• A referendum on independence for Southern Sudan was held in January 2011, with 98.83% of the 

electorate opting for secession.  

• The President of Sudan, Omar al-Bashir, accepted the results and issued a Republican Decree 

confirming the outcome of the referendum. Southern Sudan is expected to become an independent 

country on 9 July 2011. 

 

Background: 

Southern Sudan  

• Southern Sudan  is a landlocked autonomous region in the southern part of the Sudan. 

• Juba is its capital city.  

• It is bordered by Ethiopia to the east; Kenya, Uganda, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the 

south; and the Central African Republic to the west. 

• Two decades of war between the predominantly Muslim north and rebels in the Christian-animist 

south killed at least 2 million people before a 2005 peace agreement(NAIVASHA AGREEMENT) was 

reached. 

• President - Salva Kiir Mayardit (since 2005) 

  

 
Darfur Conflict 

• The Darfur Conflict is an ongoing guerrilla conflict or civil war centered on the Darfur region of Sudan.  

• It began in February 2003 when the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and Justice and 

Equality Movement (JEM) groups in Darfur took up arms, accusing the Sudanese government of 

oppressing non-Arab Sudanese in favor of Sudanese Arabs.  

• One side of the conflict is composed mainly of the official Sudanese military and police, and the 

Janjaweed, a Sudanese militia group recruited mostly from the Arab Abbala tribes of the northern 

Rizeigat region in Sudan; these tribes are mainly camel-herding nomads.  

• The other combatants are made up of rebel groups, notably the SLM/A and the JEM, recruited 

primarily from the non-Arab Muslim Fur, Zaghawa, and Masalit ethnic groups.  

• Sudanese government publicly denies that it supports the Janjaweed. 

• In July, 2010, Sudan's president Omar al-Bashir was finally charged by ICC(International Criminal 

Court),Hague for orchestrating Darfur genocide. 

• The Sudanese government and the JEM signed a ceasefire agreement in February, 2010, with a 

tentative agreement to pursue further peace.  
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Khanal sworn in Premier 

Nepal's President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav administered the oath of office and secrecy to newly-elected Prime 

Minister and chairman of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist) Jhalanath Khanal on 6 Feb 

2011.  

  

Background: 

Nepal had no proper government since Madhav Kumar Nepal resigned in June 2010. Sixteen rounds of voting 

in parliament since July were unable to produce a new prime minister as no political party could muster a 

majority 

However, on 3 February 2011 the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (Nepal's largest party) withdrew 

its candidate, Pushpa Kamal Dahal (“Prachanda”), and backed Khanal, who as a result became the third Prime 

Minister of Nepal since it became a republic in 2008. 

However, on 3 February 2011 the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (Nepal's largest party) withdrew 

its candidate, Pushpa Kamal Dahal (“Prachanda”), and backed Khanal, who as a result became the third Prime 

Minister of Nepal since it became a republic in 2008 

“Civilian” President for Myanmar 

 

• Thein Sein, a military general-turned-civilian leader, was elected Myanmar's first President under its 

2008 Constitution, which came into force recently.  

• Mr. Thein Sein (65) was chosen by the Presidential Electoral College in Myanmar's administrative 

capital of Nay Pyi Taw. The College was constituted on the basis of results of a controversial 

“democracy-restoring” general election, which was held in November last. New civilian representatives 

and the junta's military nominees formed the Electoral College.  

• Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD), which was de-

registered before the 2010 general election, did not participate in it. 
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• 

 

40 years of UAE 

• The United Arab Emirates , often abbreviated as UAE or shortened to The Emirates  is a federation. 

• It consists of seven states, termed emirates (because they are ruled by emirs), which are Abu Dhabi, Ajman, 

Dubai, Fujairah, Ras al-Khaimah, Sharjah and Umm al-Quwain. 

• The rulers of Abu Dhabi and Dubai decided to form a union between their two emirates independently, 

prepare a constitution, then call the rulers of the other five emirates to a meeting and offer them the 

opportunity to join. It was also agreed between the two that the constitution be written by December 2, 

1971. 

• On that date, at the Dubai Guesthouse Palace, four other emirates agreed to enter into a union called the 

United Arab Emirates. Ras al-Khaimah joined later, in early 1972. 

• Islam is the official religion, and Arabic is the official language. 
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50 years of The Elysée Treaty  

On January 22, 1963, German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and French President Charles de Gaulle signed a 

cooperation Treaty, the founding text of the cooperation between the Federal Republic of Germany and France. 

Deal on post-UNMIN mechanism 

• As a part of a three-point agreement, the two sides(Nepal government and the Unified Communist Party of 

Nepal (Maoist)) decided to form a special mechanism, consisting of three members of the all-party Special 

Committee for Supervision, Integration and Rehabilitation of Maoist combatants and three members from the 

committee's secretariat, to monitor the arms and armies of both the government and the Maoists, meaning the 

Nepal Army and the People's Liberation Army respectively. 

  

Background: 

United Nations Mission in Nepal(UNMIN) 

• Following the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed on 21 November 2006 between the Government of 

Nepal and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) at the end of the Nepalese Civil War, the United Nations 
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received a request for assistance, and established the political mission United Nations Mission in Nepal 

(UNMIN) on 23 January 2007 to monitor the disarmament of Maoist rebels and the preparations for 

Constituent Assembly elections. 

• The mission provided support to the historic elections for a Constituent Assembly in 2008, which was one of 

its key tasks, along with monitoring the implementation of the arms monitoring agreement and the 

ceasefire code of conduct 

• In 2009 the mandate was renewed, but with a phased withdrawal of UNMIN staff. 

• UNMIN ceased operations on January 15, 2011. 

  

  

CHINA-TAJIKISTAN BORDER DISPUTE SETTLED 

• China and Tajikistan on January 13, 2011, said that they have settled a century-old border dispute, after the 

Central Asian nation agreed to cede land to China. 

• The Tajik parliament voted on Wednesday to ratify a 1999 deal handing over 386 square miles (1,000 sq km) 

of land in the remote Pamir mountain range. 

• The Tajik foreign minister said that this represented 5.5% of the land that Beijing had sought.  

• It should be remembered that basically China has territorial demands on all of south East Asia. Vietnam, 

Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Burma, to mention a few states, are important for Chinato control on the rise 

of China as a global power. 

  

ETA ceasefire  

The armed Basque separatist group ETA recently consolidated its four-month ceasefire by making it “permanent, 

general and internationally verifiable.” 

  

Background: 

• ETA or Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (English: Basque Homeland and Freedom) is an armed Basque nationalist and 

separatist organization.  

• The group was founded in 1959 and has since evolved from a group promoting traditional Basque culture to 

a paramilitary group with the goal of gaining independence for the Greater Basque Country(pans the border 

between France and Spain on the Atlantic coast.). 
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INDIA AND WORLD  

India and Malaysia Signs CECA – To Promote Foreign Investments  

(Bilateral Trade to Touch US $ 15 Billion by 2015) 

The Agreement will come into effect on 1st July 2011 and the first review will be held within a year of coming into force  

  

India-Malaysia infra fund proposed 

India proposed the creation of a dedicated fund for the construction of infrastructure projects in India with Malaysian 

collaboration. 
 

Japan to extend Rs. 2,557-crore aid to India 

• Japan is to extend an aid of Rs.2,557 crore (Yen 46.401 billion) to India for three projects through its Overseas 

Development Assistance (ODA) window.  

• The projects pertain to cleaning the Yamuna in the national capital, crop diversification promotion in Himachal 

Pradesh and biodiversity conservation and greening in Tamil Nadu.  

India-Japan Signs CEPA – to give Greater impetus to trade and Investments  

(Bilateral trade to Touch US $ 25 Billion by 2014, doubling of present level) 

•  This Agreement is the most ambitious agreement signed by India so far and covers trade in goods, services 

and investment under its ambit.  

• This Agreement follows from the commitment of the two Prime Ministers in October, 2010. 

•  India stands to gain significantly through this Agreement and 90% of tariff lines are covered while Japan has 

covered 5% more lines than India.  

• The Agreement has ensured that the sensitive sectors for India are fully protected including agriculture, 

fruits, spices, wheat, basmati rice, edible oils, wines and spirits and also certain categories of industrial 

products such as auto and auto parts.  

G4 nations to press for urgent UNSC reforms 

G4 nations 

• The G4 is an alliance among Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan for the purpose of supporting each other’s 

bids for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council. 

• The G4 suggested that two African nations, in addition to themselves, be included in the enlarged UNSC. In 

several conferences during the summer of 2005, the African Union was unable to agree on two nominees: 

Egypt, Nigeria and South Africa all lay claim to a permanent African UNSC seat 

India, Iran resolve crisis 

In a major breakthrough that put an end to more than a month of uncertainty, India and Iran recently arrived at a 

settlement and agreed to use euro to pay for Iranian crude oil through a German bank(EIH Bank).  

  

Background: 

Reserve Bank of India has barred companies from using the Asian Clearing Union (ACU) to process current account 

transactions for oil and gas imports — a decision that directly hits at Indian energy imports from Iran. 

  

150 years of arrival of Indians in South Africa 

• On November 16, 1860 more than 300 labourers from southern India arrived in South Africa to work on the 

country's sugar cane plantations. 

• A wall inscribed with the names of first batch of 200 Indian labourers, who arrived in South Africa 150 years 

ago, has been unveiled at the Freedom Park in Pretoria. 
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India, Sri Lanka sign MoU on ferry 

• The MoU envisages putting in place ferry services between Colombo and Tuticorin and Talaimannar and 

Rameswaram.  

• Ferry service was suspended in 1982 due to LTTE issue. 

  

Background: 

• V.O. Chidambaranar Pillai first started ferry service  Tuticorin and Colombo in the year 1906. 

India, Bangladesh finalise deal on Teesta, Feni river waters 

• agreed to sign a 15-year interim accord on sharing the waters of common rivers Teesta and Feni.  

• decided at a Secretary-level meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh Joint River Commission (JRC) in Dhaka. 

• The agreement is expected to be signed during Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's visit to Dhaka this year 

• discussions included formulation of a working plan on the sharing of the waters of five other common rivers 

— Dharla, Dudhkumar, Manu, Khowai, Gumti and Muhuri.  

  

Teesta  

River Teesta (source in Lake Cholamo)  is said to be the lifeline of Sikkim, flowing for almost the entire length of 

the state and carving out verdant Himalayan temperate and tropical river valleys. The emerald-coloured river 

then forms the border between Sikkim and West Bengal before joining the Brahmaputra as a tributary in 

Bangladesh. 

Feni 

Feni River is a river in Tripura and southeastern Bangladesh. 

 

State Visit of President Yudhoyono in January 2011 

• The President of Indonesia, Mr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono paid a State Visit to India as the Chief Guest for 

India’s Republic Day from January 24-26, 2011.  

• There were 17 MoUs/Agreements signed during the visit including the Extradition Treaty, Mutual Legal 

Assistance   Treaty,  Cultural  exchange  Programme  and  MoU  on  Cooperation  in  the Education sector.  

• The visit  also witnessed signing of business deals worth $ 15 billion between the two sides.  

• In the Joint  Statement  issued during the visit, inter alia, the two countries have agreed to the establishment 

of the Eminent Persons’ Group, set up a trade target of $ 25 bn by 2015, agreed to Biennial Trade Minister’s 

Forum and biennial Defence Ministers Forum and established an Energy Forum. It was also announced to 

extend tourist visa on arrival facility to Indonesian nationals. 

• announcement        on the        commencement of CECA negotiations. 

  

Related info: 

• India implemented FTA on goods with Indonesia w.e.f. 1 October 2010. 

• While India and the Asean grouping signed a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) on goods in August, 2009, which 

came into force from 1 January 2010, it was to be separately notified by New Delhi for each member 

country. 

• Comprehensive  Economic  Cooperation  Agreement (CECA) cover goods and services both. 
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ECOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT  

Karnataka bans use of endosulfan 

• Kerala was the first State to ban endosulfan, on October 31, 2006. 

• Endosulfan is primarily used during certain periods of the year. With the ban, the State can prevent its use for a 

period not exceeding 60 days. 

  

Background: 

Aerial spraying of endosulfan was undertaken every year (from 1983) by the Karnataka Cashew Development Board in 

many villages in Puttur, Belthangady and Bantwal taluks in Dakshina Kannada. Over 60 countries have banned the use 

of this deadly pesticide after they found viable alternatives.  

 

No tobacco in plastic pouches from March 

The Supreme Court refused to relax its order banning the sale of tobacco products in plastic sachets beyond March 1, 

taking note of the Centre's submission that 86 per cent of oral cancer cases were caused by chewing of tobacco.  

 

Harit Moksha 

• New environment friendly, fuel-efficient wood-based cremation system. 

• It is capable of saving wood up to 60% besides reducing air and river pollution significantly. 

• ‘Harit Moksha’ project is a CSR(corporate social responsibility ) initiative by Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGC) in association with Mokshda Paryavaran Evam Van Suraksha Samiti (Mokshada PEVSS) 

• So far, ONGC plans to set up 30 units in eight cities — including 10 in Mumbai and six in Delhi — at a cost of 

Rs.9.19 crore. 

• The MPEVSS, which will implement the project on a turnkey basis over the next three years, estimates that it 

would help in saving 13,700 tonnes of wood and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 26,500 tonnes every 

year. Air and river pollution would also be reduced. 

  

  

Related info: 

• Two lakh hectares of forest area being felled annually just for burning bodies in the rites of death. 

Plastic Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2011 Notified  

  

(Explicit Recognition to Waste Pickers under New Rules) 

  

• The Ministry of Environment and Forests has today notified the Plastic Waste (Management and Handling) 

Rules, 2011. It replaces the earlier Recycled Plastics Manufacture and Usage Rules,1999 (amended in 2003). 

These Rules have been brought out following detailed discussions and consultations with a wide spectrum of 

stakeholders including civil society, industry bodies, relevant Central Government Ministries and State 

Governments.  

• Some of the salient features of the new Rules are ban on use of plastic materials in sachets for storing 

,packing or selling gutkha, tobacco and pan masala, no food stuffs will be allowed to be packet in recycled 

plastics or compostable plastics, recycled carry bags to have specific BIS standards, colour to the 

prescription by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), uniform thickness shall not be less than 40 microns in 

carry bags etc.  

• One of the major provisions under the new Rules is the explicit recognition of the rule of waste pickers. The 

new Rules require the municipal authority to constructively engage agencies or groups working in waste 

management including these waste pickers. This is the very first time that such a special dispensation has 

been made.  
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New breeding centre soon for Siberian cranes at Keoladeo Park 

• About a decade after the celebrated Siberian cranes ceased to visit the Keoladeo National Park near Bharatpur in 

Rajasthan, the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests is planning to take up a captive breeding programme 

for the rare birds in the same terrain. The last pair of Siberian cranes was spotted at the national park in 2002.  

• It is believed that the flock, which visited South Asia from distant Siberia every winter, is extinct, though there are 

a few birds left in two other flocks that migrate to Iran and China.  

• Though the project is at a very preliminary stage at present, the Minister said initially the birds would be brought 

from a breeding centre in Belgium.  

India set to get Asia's first tidal power plant 

• With the proposed commissioning of a 50-Mw tidal power project off the coast of Gujarat in 2013, India is ready 

to place its first “seamark” that will be a first for Asia as well. 

• London-based marine energy developer Atlantis Resources Corporation, along with Gujarat Power Corporation 

Ltd, has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Gujarat government to start this project. 

China has highest wind power capacity: report 

• China has the world's highest wind power capacity after adding 62 percent or 16 gigawatts (GW) in new capacity 

last year. 

• Top 10 wind power countries (as of March 2011) 

  

Country Wind power capacity (MW) 

China 42,287 

United States 40,180 

Germany 27,214 

Spain 20,676 

India 13,065 

Italy 5,660 

France 5,660 

United Kingdom 5,204 

Canada 4,009 

Denmark 3,752 

  

Meghalaya to have another elephant reserve 

• As man-elephant conflicts are on the increase in Meghalaya, the state government has decided to create another 

elephant reserve in an effort to cut down the incidents. 

• A project is being conceived to declare a forest area inthe northern part of Ri Bhoi and West Khasi Hills districts 

bordering Assam as an elephant reserve. 

• Of the total 22,000 sqare-kilometre geographical area of the state, the forest cover is 15,657 square kilometres. 

But unlike in other states which have well-demarcated forest areas and reserves, most of the forested areas are 

not under the direct control of the state government. 

• Only 1,027.20 square kilometres are under the control of the State Forest Department constituting only 4.58 per 

cent of the total geographical area of the state and 6.56 per cent of the total forest area of the state. 
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Related info: 

Project Elephant 

• Project Elephant (PE), a centrally sponsored scheme, was launched in February 1992 to provide financial and 

technical support to major elephant bearing States in the country for protection of elephants, their habitats and 

corridors. 

2010 tied for warmest year on record 

 

• The warmest year on record is a three-way tie- 2010, 2005 and 1998.  

• ten warmest years after records began in 1854 have all occurred since 1998.  

• So says WMO (HQ-Geneva), providing further evidence  that the planet is slowly but surely heating up. 

• The average worldwide temperature for the 20th century was 13.88 degrees Celsius.  

• The year 2010 also was the wettest on record, according to the Global Historical Climatology Network. But since 

rain and snowfall patterns varied greatly around the world, scientists say more research is needed to establish a 

link between the warmer temperatures with the unusual moisture.  

POSCO: Conditional clearance  

• The project has been granted conditional clearance with 60 more conditions. 

• Union Minister for Environment and Forests Jairam Ramesh also sought an assurance from the Orissa 

government that there was no violation of the Forest Rights Act in the land acquisition 

  

Background: 

Posco Project: 

• In June 2005, South Korea’s Pohang Steel Company (Posco), the world’s fourth largest producer of steel, signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Orissa government for setting up India’s largest iron and steel plant to 

date.  

• The project — to be located in Kujang tehsil of Jagatsinghpur district and completed in three phases — envisaged 

production of 12 million tonnes of steel every year, almost equal to what six of India’s existing public sector units at 

Bhilai, Bokaro, Durgapur, Rourkela, Burnpur and Salem together produce in a year.  

• Most of the steel produced here would be exported. For this purpose, the company is setting up a captive minor 

port, about 12 kilometres south of Paradip port, and a captive power plant as well. The company is also awaiting 

finalisation of mining licences to source its raw material, iron ore, for the steel plant.  

• The combined investment for the entire project is US$ 12 billion, or more than Rs 51,000 crore, which makes it 

the single largest foreign direct investment in this country.  
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ECONOMY 

Industry 

Trading in renewable energy certificate launched 

• Indian Energy Exchange (IEX) has announced the launch of trading in Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) on its 

platform. 

  

Background: 

• INDIAN ENERGY EXCHANGE (IEX) is India’s first-ever, nationwide, automated, and online electricity trading 

platform. It has been conceived to catalyse the modernisation of electricity trade in the country by ushering in a 

transparent and neutral market through a technology-enabled electronic trading platform. 

  

Economy Growth projections 

  

  GDP 2011-12 GDP 2010-11 comment 

Prime Minister's Economic Advisory 

Council (PMEAC)  

(Chairman C. Rangarajan)(as on 21 Feb 

2011) 

9% 

(Agriculure-3%, 

Industry-9.25% 

Services-10.3%) 

8.6% 

(Agriculure-5.4%, 

Industry-8.1% 

Services-9.6%) 

  

pitches for stimulus 

withdrawal 

 

India to resume rare earth exports after seven years 

• India is set to export about 6,000 tonnes of rare earth chloride to a Japanese company, marking its first 

entry into the rare earth exporters club, which is now totally dominated by China. 

• The decision to enter into such a partnership was taken during a summit meeting between Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh and his Japanese counterpart, Naoto Kan, in Tokyo last year.  

• Indian Rare Earths Limited, a public sector undertaking under the Nuclear Power Corporation of India 

Limited (NPCIL), will make the supplies of rare earth chloride to Toyota Tsusho. 

• Good prices: The Indian move to enter the rare earth exports market comes at a time when China is cutting 

down export quotas to ensure that its industry moves up the value chain instead of simply selling raw 

material for value addition by other companies and countries. India had stopped producing rare earths for 

exports in 2004 but is now confident of exporting it at good prices due to firming up of prices in the 

international market. 

• India and Japan are now looking at the possibility of a joint venture between IREL and Toyota Tsusho. “This 

will take India-Japan ties to the truly strategic level,” said diplomatic sources. 

  

Tata forms venture with Lockheed Martin 

to manufacture aerostructures for the C-130 aircraft produced by Lockheed Martin(USA).  

India’s largest Naphtha Cracker plant at Indian Oil’s Panipat Complex was dedicated to the Nation 

• The Naphtha Cracker Unit at Panipat will produce 800 KTA of Ethylene and 600 KTA of Propylene, which will 

act as feed for downstream polymer units like Polypropylene Unit (600,000 MTPA), Linear Low Density/ High 

Density Polyethylene Swing Unit (350,000 MTPA), High Density Polyethylene unit (300,000 MTPA) and Mono 

Ethylene Glycol unit (300,000 MTPA).  

• These polymer products will be used for manufacture of moulded plastic containers/barrels, heavy duty 

films, stretch wrap films, shopping bags, automobile parts, pipes and sheets, moulded furniture, Yarn & 

Fibre and many morehousehold & industrial items. 
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Background: 

• Naphtha normally refers to a number of different flammable liquid mixtures of hydrocarbons, i.e. a distillation 

product from petroleum or coal tar boiling in a certain range and containing certain hydrocarbons. It is a broad 

term covering the lightest and most volatile fraction of the liquid hydrocarbons in petroleum. Naphtha is a 

colorless to reddish-brown volatile aromatic liquid, very similar to gasoline.  

Exports grow 33 % in Jan 

Shipments are expected to cross $220 b this fiscal. 

 
  

Industrial growth plunges to 1.6 % in Dec 2010 

• Barely 1 per cent growth in manufacturing sector  

 
What is IIP? 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an abstract number, the magnitude of which represents the status of production 

in the industrial sector for a given period of time as compared to a reference period of time It is a statistical device 

which enables us to arrive at a single representative figure to measure the general level of industrial activity in the 

economy. Strictly speaking the IIP is a short term indicator measuring industrial growth till the actual result of detailed 

industrial surveys become available. This indicator is of paramount importance and is being used by various 

organisations including Ministries/Departments of Government of India, Industrial Associations, Research Institutes 

and Academicians.  
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How and when is it computed? 

• The scope of the index has been confined to mining, manufacturing and electricity sectors and does not cover 

gas, water supply and construction. 

• The IIP estimate for a given month is always released within six weeks from that month. The data for the IIP 

estimate is supplied by 15 source agencies which include Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, Indian 

Bureau of Mines, Central Statistical Organisation and Central Electricity Authority, among others.  

  

 The distribution of items covered by the index with 1993-94 base year are as follows :- 

No. of Items 

Sector                     1993-94 

Mining                       64 

Manufacturing        478 

Electricity                  1 

Total                          543 

  

MMTC in Johannesburg  

first branch office of state-run commodity trading enterprise MMTC 

Money and Banking 

Rs.150 coin /Rs 5 Coin 

• to mark the number of years of taxation(Income Tax Department) in India. 

• The reverse faces of the Rs. 150 and Rs. 5 coins, minted to commemorate ‘Income Tax — 150 years of Building 

India,' bear the portrait of ‘Chanakya and Lotus with Honeybee' at the centre representing his famous lines, “..... 

Ideally, governments should collect taxes like a honeybee, which sucks just the right amount of honey from the 

flower so that both can survive...” The left and right peripheries of the coins are flanked with the words: “Income 

Tax — 150 years of Building India” in both Hindi and English. 

• The Rs. 150 coin is not only unique for its denomination but also for its size and metal composition. The 44-mm 

circular coin is made of 50 per cent silver. 

  

Background: 

• Direct tax collections during the current fiscal had so far posted a growth of 20 per cent to touch nearly Rs. 3.35 

lakh crore. 

• In the last five years, direct tax collections have grown at an average annual rate of 24 per cent and nearly 

trebled from the Rs.1,32,771 crore in 2004-05 to about Rs.3,78,000 crore in 2009-10. Alongside, the share of 

direct taxes in the country's gross domestic product (GDP) also increased from 4.1 to 6.1 per cent 

  

Recapitalization of Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) to improve their Capital to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) 

• The Union Cabinet approved the recapitalization of Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) to improve their Capital to Risk 

Weighted Assets Ratio CRAR) in the following manner: 

• Share of Central Government i.e. Rs.1,100 crore will be released as per provisions made by the Department of 

Expenditure in 2010-11 and 2011-12. However, release of Government of India share will be contingent on 

proportionate release of State Government and Sponsor Bank share. 

• A capacity building fund with a corpus of Rs.100 crore to be set up by Central Government with NABARD for 

training and capacity building of the RRB staff in the institution of NABARD and other reputed institutions. The 

functioning of the Fund will be periodically reviewed by the Central Government. An Action Plan will be prepared 

by NABARD in this regard and sent to Government for approval. 

• Additional amount of Rs.700 crore as contingency fund to meet the requirement of the weak RRBs, particularly 

those in the North Eastern and Eastern Region, the necessary provision will be made in the Budget as and when 

the need arises. 
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Background:  

  

• The Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) were established in 1975 with the objective to create an alternative channel to 

'cooperative credit structure' with a view to ensure sufficient institutional credit for rural and agriculture sector. 

The RRBs are integral segment of the Indian banking system with focus on serving the rural areas. As on date 82 

RRBs are functioning in the country. 

• RRBs are jointly owned by Government of India, the State Government concerned and the Sponsor Banks. The 

issued capital of RRBs is subscribed by Central Government, State Government and sponsor banks in the 

proportion of 50%, 15% and 35%, respectively. 

• Subsequent to review of the financial status of RRBs by the Union Finance Minister in August, 2009, it was felt 

that a large number of RRBs had a low Capital to Risk weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR). A committee was therefore 

constituted in September, 2009 under the Chairmanship of Dr K C Chakrabarty, Deputy Governor, RBI to analyse 

the financials of the RRBs and to suggest measures including re-capitalisation to bring the CRAR of RRBs to at 

least 9% in a sustainable manner by 2012. The Committee had submitted its report in May, 2010. The committee 

has inter-alia recommended the following: 

• RRBs to have CRAR of at least 7% as on 31
st

 March 2011 and at least 9% from 31
st

 March 2012 onwards.  

• Recapitalisation requirement of Rs. 2,200.00 crore for 40 of the 82 RRBs. This amount is to be released in two 

installments in 2010-11 and 2011-12. 

• The remaining 42 RRBs will not require any capital and will be able to maintain CRAR of at least 9% as on 31
st

 

March 2012 and thereafter on their own.  

• A fund of Rs. 100 crore to be set up for training and capacity building of the RRB staff. 

Trade, Commerce, Investments and External Sector 

Transaction Cost in Exports 

• The transaction cost for exports is very high in India estimated at 7-10 per cent of the cargo value.the average 

cost to an exporter on account of transaction costs has been monetized at a level of US$ 945 per container as 

compared to US$ 460 in China, US$ 450 in Malaysia and US$ 625 in Vietnam. 

• The Task Force chaired by sri Jyotiraditya M Scindia, Minister of State for commerce and Industry was constituted 

in October 2009 to identify and suggest ways to achieve significant improvement in the functioning of export 

processes and reduce time and money spent in export transactions, with a view to enhance the competitiveness 

of Indian exports. 

• It is expected that implementation of 23 issues identified by Task Force is likely to mitigate the transaction cost by 

approximately Rs.2100 crore.  

• Permanent reduction of transaction cost through these initiatives will have a long term positive impact on the 

competitiveness of India’s exports. 

• The key benefits of these measures will especially accrue to the small and medium enterprises, who lack 

resources and infrastructure to deal with various aspects of regulatory framework. 

Economy to grow at 8.6 %: CSO 

• Pumped by a strong agriculture growth and allied activities, the Central Government declared that the economy 

would grow at an estimated 8.6 per cent during the current financial year as against 8 per cent a year ago. 

• According to data released, agriculture and allied activities are projected to grow by 5.4 per cent this fiscal, as 

against 0.4 per cent a year ago. 

• The growth rate of 8.6 per cent during 2010-11 has been due to the growth rate of over 8 per cent in sectors of 

manufacturing, construction, trade, hotels, transport and communication, financing, insurance, real estate and 

business services. 

• During the current fiscal, the trade, hotel, transport and communication sectors are projected to grow by 11 per 

cent as against 9.7 per cent last fiscal and construction by 8 per cent as compared to 7 per cent in 2009-10. 

Furthermore, the finance, insurance, real estate and business services sectors are likely to grow by 10.6 per cent 

this fiscal as against 9.2 per cent last fiscal. 

• However, community social and personal services are likely to witness a slowdown in growth and register just 5.7 

per cent expansion as compared to 11.8 per cent in the year-ago period. 
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• The size of the economy at current prices is projected to rise to Rs.72,56,571 crore at the end of the current fiscal, 

up 18.3 per cent from Rs.61,33,230 crore in 2009-10.  

  

  

 
  

Electricity Losses 

Responding to a question on the losses of electricity distribution companies, Planning Commission Chairman said that 

a committee headed by former Comptroller and Auditor General V. K. Shunglu had been constituted to examine 

whether their losses were higher than what was reported. 

“Without a healthy supply sector, it is not possible to have a healthy growth of the power sector,” he said. 

  

Background: 

  

• Electricity losses in India during transmission and distribution are extremely high and vary between 30 to 45%. 

• India has installed capacity of over 1.62 lakh MW, and the power deficit is about 13-14 per cent. 

• Transmission and distribution losses in developing countries such as USA  is around 6-7%. 

  

RPower gets nod for carbon credits 

• Anil Ambani owned Reliance Power on recently said it expected to generate over Rs.2,000 crore by use of energy 

efficient and environment friendly coal technology at its 4,000 MW Ultra Mega Power Project at Sasan in Madhya 

Pradesh.  

• According to an official statement issued, the company's Sasan project, using super-critical technology, has been 

registered with the Clean Development Mechanism Executive Board of United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

• The registration with CDM-EB allows the Sasan project to earn certified emission reduction (CER) credits, each 

equivalent to one tonne of CO2.  

• The project will generate about 22.5 million CERs in the initial ten years of operations with the expected 

incremental revenue from sale of CERs of over Rs.2,000 crore. 

• The Sasan project is the first UMPP to be registered with the CDM–EB. 

IT-BPO sector revenue to rise 19 % to $76 b 

• The National Association of Software and Service Companies (Nasscom) recently said the Indian IT-BPO sector 

was estimated to grow 19 per cent in the current financial year to reach $76 billion in revenues. 

• Exports would continue to be the mainstay of the industry with estimated growth of 18.7 per cent to $59 billion 

revenue, while the domestic market is estimated to grow 16 per cent to aggregate Rs.78,700 crore (about $17 

billion) in 2010-11.  

• Direct employment is expected to reach nearly 25.40-lakh, an addition of 2.40-lakh employees in 2010-11. 

• In the next fiscal, the software and services growth is expected to grow at 16-18 per cent and aggregate revenues 
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of $68-70 billion, while the domestic market is estimated to grow by 15-17 per cent with revenues of Rs.90,000-

92,000 crore ($19-20 billion) 

  

Summary of IT BPO sector: 

Revenue: $76 Billion 

Export: $59 Billion 

Domestic: $17 Billion 

Direct Employment: 25.4 Lakhs 

  

SBI plans merger of 5 associate banks 

State Bank of India (SBI) plans consolidation of remaining five associate banks with itself in the next 12-18 months. 

In the last two years, SBI merged two associates namely State Bank of Saurashtra and State Bank of Indore. State Bank of 

Saurashtra amalgamation took place in August 2008 while State Bank of Indore merged with the parent last year. 

  

Background: 

5 associate Bank of SBI 

  Bank Established Comment 

1 State Bank of Mysore 1913   

2 State Bank of Patiala 1917   

3 State Bank of Hyderabad 1942   

4 State Bank of Travancore 1945   

5 State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur 1963   

        

  State Bank of Indore 1920 merged with SBI in August 2010  

smallest of SBI's six associate bank subsidiaries 

  State Bank of Saurashtra 1902 merged with SBI in 2008 

  

CSO Data (31 Jan 2011/8 Feb 2011) 

 

  2007-08 2008-
09(PE) 

2009-
10(QE) 

Comment  2010-
11(AE) 

Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP)  
at factor cost 

[at constant (2004-05) prices] 

3,898,958 4,162,509 4,493,743 The growth rate of 8.0 per cent in the 

GDP during 2009-10 has been achieved 

due to high growth in transport, 

storage and communication (15.0%), 

community, social and personal 

services (11.8%), financing, insurance, 

real estate & business services (9.2%), 

and manufacturing (8.8%). 

  

  (9.3) (6.8) (8.0) GDP growth rate at current 
prices=16.1% 

8.6 

PER CAPITA NATIONAL 

INCOME 

  Rs. 31,801 Rs. 33,731 

(6.1%) 

At current price- Rs. 46,492 Rs. 
36,0003. 
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(real terms, i.e. at 2004-05 

prices) 

(6.7%) 
(Rs. 
54,527) 

DOMESTIC SAVING 

(current prices) 

% of GDP 

  32.2 % 33.7%  • The increase in the rate of 

GDS has mainly been due to the 

increase in the rates of savings of 

public sector from 0.5 per cent in 

2008-09 to 2.1 per cent in 2009-10 

and private corporate sector from 

7.9 per cent in 2008-09 to 8.1 per 

cent in 2009-10.   

• In respect of household 

sector, the rate of saving has been 

decreased from 23.8 per cent to 

23.5 per cent. 

  

  

Gross Domestic Capital 

Formation at current prices  

% of GDP 

  34.5% 36.5 %     

PE=Provisional estimates, QE=Quick Estimates, AE=Advances Estimates 

  

Background: 

The Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has released the Quick estimates 

of national income, consumption expenditure, saving and capital formation for the financial year 2009-10.  The estimates 

of GDP and other aggregates for the previous years have been revised on account of using the new series of Wholesale 

price Index (WPI) with base 2004-05 and also subsequent revision in Index of industrial production (IIP). The revision in 

estimates is also on account of use of latest available data on agricultural production, industrial production, government 

expenditure and also detailed and more comprehensive data available from various source agencies.  

$7.4 b ADB assistance for infrastructure 

• The ADB(HQ-Manila) and the Union Government have agreed on a new three-year business plan that will provide 

lending assistance of $7.4 billion to support inclusive and environmentally sustainable growth in the country. 

• A major thrust of ADB's ‘India Country Operations Business Plan' (COBP) for 2011-13, will be to support 

infrastructure development, particularly through public-private partnership (PPP) programmes.  

• The ADB noted that supporting the government's efforts to redress inter-State economic disparities is also a key 

cornerstone of the COBP which is aligned to the country's XI Plan (2007-12) and the bank's long-term strategy for 

reducing poverty in the region.  

• Continued assistance for development of the vital energy sector by means of projects involving clean and 

renewable energy is another key focus area. 

• The ADB said that it would continue with its projects in transport, energy and urban sectors in States like Assam, 

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan to help bridge inter-State economic 

disparities.  

• It would also continue to provide assistance for the national rural roads development programme in Assam, 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, and West Bengal and for public resource management in Assam and 

Mizoram.  

  

Uttarbanga RINL RAIL Karkahana Limited  

• Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Limited(Visakhapatnam Steel Plant) has signed MoU with Indian Railways for setting up an 

axle plant under the name of Uttarbanga RINL RAIL Karkahana Limited at New Jalpaiguri in West Bengal. 

• The plant will manufacture and supply rail axles for box in wagons and others to meet the growing requirement 

of Indian Railways 
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2011-12 to be Declared Civil Aviation Centenary Year 

 

• Indian Civil Aviation is completing 100 years on 18th February, 2011.   

• The year 2011-12 will be declared as the Civil Aviation Centenary Year, starting from 18th February, 2011 and 

ending on the same date in 2012.  

• On this date in 1911, the first commercial plane flew in India between Allahabad and Naini.   

• Since then, aviation in India has grown from strength to strength.  

• Today India is the 9th largest civil aviation market in the world and this forward march is likely to culminate in 

India becoming one of the three largest markets in the world by 2020. 

Budget and Public Finance 

New CPI:  

• India has adopted the new Consumer Price Index (CPI) that will reflect the actual movement of prices at the 

micro-level. 

• The Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, has introduced the new 

series of consumer price indices for all-India, and States and union territories separately for rural, urban and 

combined for the purpose of intra temporal price comparison with effect from January, 2011, with 2010 as the 

base year.  

•  India is one of the few countries in the world using the WPI as benchmark. Experts say the new CPI is likely to 

help policymakers like the Reserve Bank of India in better framing of decisions.  

 

• The initial data showed that retail inflation stood at 6 per cent in January this year. However, inflation, as 

measured by the Wholesale Price Index — which remains the top benchmark — stood at 8.23 per cent in January. 

  

The New CPI index will be based on state stats .Each state will have two* consumer price indices, one for rural and 

another for urban areas. These CPI rural and urban will be added up to arrive at urban and rural retail indices at the 

national level. These indices will then be combined based on their relative weights to get a composite retail index. 

Advantages: 

 Help assess the origin and impact of price shocks, allowing faster and effective intervention.  

 provide a good retail measure of inflation 

problems with current CPIs 

 numerous: too narrowly targeted 

 Poor quality: irrelevant for macro policy formulation.  

 large divergence between the wholesale price index (WPI) and the retail measures of inflation 

  

  

FSAP 

India has voluntarily sought a comprehensive Financial Sector Assessment Programme (FSAP) by IMF and World Bank. 

Why: It will boost confidence in Indian Financial Sector. 

Background: 

• The Financial Sector Assessment Program (FSAP), established in 1999, is a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of 

a country’s financial sector. 

• It is a key instrument of the Fund’s (IMF) surveillance and provides input to the Article IV consultation. In 

jurisdictions with financial sectors deemed by the Fund to be systemically important, financial stability 

assessments under the FSAP are a mandatory part of Article IV surveillance, and are supposed to take place every 

five years; for all other jurisdictions, participation in the program is voluntary. 

• In developing and emerging market countries, FSAPs are conducted jointly with the World Bank. 

  

RBI wants foreign banks to take subsidiary route 

• The Reserve Bank of India is in favour of foreign banks taking the subsidiary model — which has clear advantages 
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over the branch model despite certain downside risks — while setting up their operations in India. As no foreign 

bank has approached the RBI for setting up a subsidiary under the existing policy, there may be a need to 

incentivise subsidiary form foreign banks by liberalising the branch expansion policy, the RBI has said in a 

"Discussion paper on the presence of foreign banks in India". 

• While deciding the approach towards conversion of existing foreign bank branches, India’s commitments to WTO 

will have to be kept in mind, it said. It may not, therefore, be possible to mandate conversion of existing branches 

into subsidiaries. 

  

Background: 

  

• In 2005, the Reserve Bank released the “Road map for presence of foreign banks in India” laying out a two track 

(either choose to operate through branch presence or set up a 100% wholly owned subsidiary (WOS))and 

gradualist approach aimed at increasing the efficiency and stability of the banking sector in India.  

• Currently, there are 34 foreign banks in India and collectively they have at least 310 branches, 0.43% of the 

71,998-strong branch network across the nation. 

• As of 31 March 2010, the share of foreign banks in total banking assets stood at 10.52%, out of which that of the 

top five was 7.12%, RBI said. Among these, Citibank has 1.6% of the total assets of the banking system, while that 

of HSBC is 1.52% and Standard Chartered Bank is 1.5%. 

• Under a 1997 World Trade Organization (WTO) agreement,total assets of foreign banks in India cannot exceed 

15% of the total banking system. But RBI, in its discussion paper, has changed the limit in terms of capital and 

reserves of banks. 

• As per this, when the capital and reserves of foreign banks in India exceed 25% of capital of the banking system, 

the regulator will put restrictions on the further entry of new banks, branch expansion and will make it 

mandatory to get prior approval for capital infusion, RBI said. 

• Presently, the net worth of 21 foreign banks stands at 15% of the total banking system. Their market share in 

banking assets is 7.65% for the year ended 31 March 2010. 

• Under the WTO agreement, RBI needs to give 12 new branch licences to foreign banks every year, including those 

given to new entrants and existing players, but the Indian regulator has all along been allowing foreign banks to 

open more branches, going beyond its commitment, but not as many as the foreign banks want. 

   

 Review of Monetary Policy 2010-11  

  

  Jan-25-2011 Mar-17-

2011 

Comment 

Repo 6.5 (+25bp) 6.75   

Reverse Repo 5.5(+25bp) 5.75   

CRR 6.0 (no 

change) 

6   

SLR 24% (no 

change) 

24 • statutory liquidity ratio (SLR) of SCBs(Scheduled Commercial Banks) 

was reduced from 25 per cent of their NDTL to 24 per cent with effect 

from December 18, 2010 

• The maximum and minimum limits for the SLR was 40% and 25% 

respectively in India. Following the amendment of the Banking 

regulation Act(1949) in January 2007, the floor rate of 25% for SLR was 

removed. 

GDP Growth 

projection 

8.5 % for 

2010-11 
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Constitutional Issues/Supreme Court Decisions 

Court caution on power of pardon 

• President or Governor cannot encroach into judicial domain and give a finding on guilt 

• ‘Governor's power is a constitutional power; hence it is amenable to judicial review' 

• ‘Deciding on innocence or otherwise of an accused is within exclusive domain of Court' 

  

Sex workers entitled to a life of dignity: Supreme Court 

• The Supreme Court on directed the Centre and the States to prepare schemes for rehabilitation of 

physically and sexually abused women all over the country.  

• The Bench said: “A woman is compelled to indulge in prostitution not for pleasure but because of 

abject poverty. If such a woman is granted an opportunity to avail herself of some technical or 

vocational training, she would be able to earn her livelihood by such vocational training and skill 

instead of by selling her body.” 

Mere membership of banned organisation not a crime: Supreme Court 

• “In our opinion, Section 3(5) cannot be read literally as otherwise it will violate Articles 19 9(free speech) 

and 21 (liberty) of the Constitution. It has to be read in the light of our observations made above. Hence, 

mere membership of a banned organisation will not make a person a criminal unless he resorts to violence 

or incites people to violence or creates public disorder by violence or incitement to violence,” a Bench of 

Justices Markandeya Katju and Gyan Sudha Mishra said in an order. 

• Section 3(5) of the TADA makes mere membership of a banned organisation a criminal offence. 

Supreme Court warns of drastic steps to maintain rule of law 

Takes serious view of stir in Haryana(Mirchpur case) and Rajasthan by Jats and Gujjars 

Amend Evidence Act to expedite corruption case trial: Santosh Hegde 

Karnataka Lok Ayukta Santosh Hegde has made a strong pitch for amending the Evidence Act and the 

procedural law to ensure trial and either conviction or acquittal is completed within six months in corruption 

cases, arguing that the country could ill-afford long periods of litigation.  

Make changes in Contempt of Courts Act or scrap it: experts 

• Even as the debate over the limitations of the media in covering judicial proceedings is continuing, a 

section of legal professionals favoured amendments to the “Contempt of Courts Act” or its scrapping 

altogether. 

• Media counsel for Bloomberg News Charles Glasser said contempt of court did not make sense any 

more when so much of information was available on the Internet. “What is the point in preventing 

the press from giving information that is already available? You cannot silence the press anymore.”  

Euthanasia 

• The Supreme Court on recently decided to examine whether mercy killing or euthanasia will come 

within the ambit of Article 21 (right to life and liberty) of the Constitution. 

• A writ petition was filed by a patient Aruna Ramachandra Shanbaug, lying in a Mumbai hospital bed 

for 37 years in a vegetative state, through her next friend Ms. Pinki Virani of Mumbai, for mercy killing 

by stopping mashed food given to her. 

•  Supreme Court directing a three-member committee of doctors to look into the physical and mental 

status of nurse Aruna Shanbaug. 

     Final Verdict:  

• while active euthanasia (mercy killing) was illegal, yet "passive euthanasia" can be permissible in 

exceptional circumstances.  

• The apex court said that as per the facts and circumstances of Aruna's case, medical evidence and 

other material suggest that the victim need not be subjected to euthanasia. 



 

©VISION IAS                                                   www.visioniaswordpress.com                            

 
66 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

International 

Obituary 

Ronald Gordon King-Smith 

• pen name Dick King-Smith 

• prolific English children's author, best known for writing The Sheep-Pig 

Appointments 

Yoweri Museveni 

• Ugandan politician and statesman. 

• Elected president of Uganda for third term. 

• He has been President of Uganda since 26 January 1986. 

• Museveni was involved in the war that deposed Idi Amin Dada, ending his rule in 1979, and in the rebellion that 

subsequently led to the demise of the Milton Obote regime in 1985. 

• Museveni has brought relative stability and economic growth to a country that has endured decades of 

government mismanagement, rebel activity and civil war. 

Marc Grossman 

Marc Grossman, former U.S. Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, to replace the late Richard Holbrooke as Obama 

Administration’ s special representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Other 

Raymond Davis Incident 

• Raymond Allen Davis, a former United States Army soldier, an alleged private security contractor with CIA, was on 

an American diplomatic mission in Pakistan shot dead two Pakistani locals On January 27, 2011 in what he said 

was in self-defense after they attempted to rob him. Pakistan acted tough on him despite U.S. demands that he 

be freed because he enjoys diplomatic immunity. 

• Davis was jailed and criminally charged by Pakistani authorities with double murder and the illegal possession of a 

firearm. 

• On March 16, 2011, Davis was released after the families of the two killed men were paid $2.4 million in diyya (a 

form of monetary compensation or blood money). Judges then acquitted him on all charges and Davis 

immediately departed Pakistan. 

• The incident led to a diplomatic furor and deterioration in Pakistan – United States relations (U.S. administration 

is reported to suspend high level contacts with Pakistan and may also suspend economical aid). 

  

Ugyen Trinley Dorje 

• Ugyen(or Ogyen) Trinley Dorje is a claimant to the title of 17th Karmapa. 

• The Karmapa is head of the Karma Kagyu school, one of the four main schools of Tibetan Buddhism. Ogyen 

Trinley Dorje and Thaye Dorje are the persisting claimants to that office and title. 

• In January 2011, the Himachal Pradesh Police seized money in currencies of 25 countries including China, valued 

at over  $ 1.3 million (Rs 60 million), during raids on the offices of a trust backed by Ogyen Trinley Dorje. 

• Initially, the police suspected that the money was being used to spread Chinese influence in India, and that the 

Karmapa was a Chinese agent helping the Chinese government control Buddhist monasteries in India. 

• Tibetan community says spiritual pilgrims frequently leave gifts and a tally of how much had not been kept. 
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Background: 

Karmapa Lama is the spiritual head of the Karma Kagyu tradition of Tibetan Buddhism and is the third most important 

leader in Tibetan hierarchy after the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama 

  

Post Sect Person holding the post 

Dalai Lama Gelug  or Gelug-pa 

Sect 

14th Dalai Lama (birth name-Lhamo Dondrub) 

Panchen Lama Gelug  or Gelug-pa 

Sect 

Gyancain Norbu 

Karmapa Lama  Karma Kagyu Ogyen Trinley Dorje and Thaye Dorje are the persisting claimants to that 

office and title. 

      

  

Anand Satyanand 

• Chief Guest of 9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

• 19th and current Governor-General of New Zealand. 

• Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 

  

Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono          

Chief guest of 62nd Republic Day of India. 

  

Background:  

2010         President Lee Myung Bak          Republic of Korea 

2009         President Nursultan Nazarbayev          Kazakhstan 

2008         President Nicolas Sarkozy         France 

2007         President Vladimir Putin          Russia 

1950      Chief guest of at the 1st  Republic day of India : Indonesian President Sukarno 

  

National 

Obituary 

K. Subrahmanyam 

• K. Subrahmanyam  was a prominent international strategic affairs analyst, journalist and former Indian civil 

servant.  

• Considered a proponent of Realpolitik, Subrahmanyam has long been an influential voice in Indian security 

affairs.  

• He was most often referred to as the doyen of India's strategic affairs community, and, more contentiously, as 

the premier ideological champion of India's nuclear deterrent. 

• Subrahmanyam was a key figure in framing and influencing Indian security and nuclear policy. And in advocating 

Indian nuclear positions on the global stage, both as a policy wonk and as a journalist. 

•  He is the founding director of the New Delhi-based Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses.  

• He is also noted for having steered several Indian government committees and commissions of inquiry, including 

Kargil review committee.  
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Related info: 

Realpolitik refers to politics or diplomacy based primarily on power and on practical and material factors and 

considerations, rather than ideological notions or moralistic or ethical premises. 

K.G. Kannabiran 

• Eminent civil rights activist and prominent lawyer 

• He was the president of Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee between 1978 and 1994 and went on to 

become the national president of People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL).  

• He authored a book ‘The wages of impunity: power, justice and human rights' 

Pandit Bhimsen Joshi 

• Pandit Bhimsen Gururaj Joshi was a vocalist in the Hindustani classical tradition.  

• A member of the Kirana Gharana (school), he is renowned for the khayal form of singing, as well as for his 

popular renditions of devotional music (bhajans and abhangs).  

• He was the most recent recipient of the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honour, awarded in 2008 

• Bhimsen Joshi was born in Gadag (Karnataka) on February 14, 1922. 

• He has improvised and combined ragas to create new ragas like the Kalashri and LalitBhatiyar. 

• Some of the famous numbers sung by Bhimsen Joshi include 'Piya milan ki aas', 'Jo bhaje hari ko sada', and 'Mile 

sur mera tumhara'. 

• Bhimsen Joshi was the recipient of several prestigious awards. These include: Padma Shri (1972) Sangeet Natak 

Akademi Award (1976) Padma Bhushan (1985), Padma Vibhushan (1999) and Bharat Ratna (2008). 

Appointments 

Wajahat Habibullah 

• India's first Chief Information Commissioner Wajahat Habibullah is the next chairperson of the National 

Commission for Minorities (NCM).  

• Mr. Habibullah, a 1968-batch IAS officer, will be filling a post that has been lying vacant for the past five months. 

• His predecessor, Mohammad Shafi Quereshi, retired on September 2, 2010.  
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