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GENERAL STUDIES (Mains 2011)             

 TEST (1): Geography of India + Ecology & 

Environment + Current Affairs  

 

 
 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Answer must be written in the medium specified in the 

Admission Certificate issued you, which must state clearly 

on the cover of the answer book in the space provided for the 

purpose. No Marks will be given for the answers written in a 

medium other than that specified in the Admission 

Certificate. 
 

Candidates should attempt all questions strictly in 

accordance with the instructions given under each question. 

 

The number of marks carried by each question is indicated 

at the end of the question. 
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1. Answer any four the following questions (in about 150 words 

each)                                                                            15x 4 = 60 

 

(a) With respect to various ongoing river cleansing projects in 

India, highlight the spatial components of major polluting agents. 

 

(b) “The demographic situation of India is said to have entered 

into a transitional phase which is often argued to have created a 

demographic divide in the country.” Elucidate 

 

(c) Soil erosion has become a major concern for food security 

issues in India; bring out its spatial patterns drawing an outline 

map of India. Suggest the way out? 

 

(d) “Nuclear Energy is the hope of the future”; how relevant is the 

statement today for Indian energy preferences? Comment in the 

light of recent nuclear disasters in Japan and the news of prevalent 

leakages of radioactive material in most of the US nuclear 

reactors?     

 

(e) In spite of being a threat to human existence the concerns of 

climate change could not gather enough mileage from some of the 

key developed countries and translated into action during COP 15 

at Copenhagen. What are the steps taken to overcome them in 

COP-16, at Cancun?  

 

2. Write about the following (in about 30 words each)    

                                                                                       3 x10 = 30                                 

a) Norwesters     

b) National Water Grid 

c) Pong Dam      

d) Ramsar Convention  

e) Super highways     

f) Social forestry 

g) Silent Valley National Park   

h) Ubbalamadugu Falls 

i) Tso Moriri      

j) The Great Himalaya National Park 

 

3. Answer any four of the following questions (in about 125 

words each)                                                              12.5x 4 = 50 

 

(a) How do „small holdings‟ have become one of the most irritant 

factors of Indian agriculture? Suggest measures to overcome it. 

 

(b) What is garland canal? Give critical asessment of the project. 
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(c) “Coastal security constitutes a significant element in stabilizing 

various forms of terrorist outfits” do you agree? Bring out the 

recent changes of the coastal security scenario in India. 

 

(d) “The offshore oil-exploitations and related activities including 

the various forms of accidents are significant determinant of 

coastal ecology” elucidate. 

 

(e) What is the present status of distribution of natural vegetation 

in India? What is needed to be done in this regard? 

 

4. Answer any two of the following questions (in about 150  

words each)                                                                 15x 2 = 30 

 

(a) With respect to controversies surmounting around the use of 

BT varieties  of seeds that have roared the Indian agriculture 

recently, outline the role of Indian council of agricultural research 

(ICAR) Does it have to assume wider responsibilities? 

 

(b) Solid waste management remains a major concern in India as 

solid wastes constitute a significant polluting agent to the 

environment of our cities and Towns. Describe the spatial 

components of solid wastes management in the Country. 

(c) Water has been a scarce resource to the mankind; with the 

changing trends of availability and variability of water in India, 

bring out measures for its equitable and judicious distribution to 

the diverse Indian masses. 

 

5. Answer any two of the following questions (in about 250  

words each)                                                                 20x 2 = 40 

 

(a) How does physiographic barriers play role in containing the 

spread of cross border terrorism? What is the status of Indian 

physiographic situation? What is the distributional pattern of 

terrorist spread in India. 

 

(b) “The recent trends of regionalism have shown rigid and 

restrictive attitudes, which in turn have affected the ongoing 

developmental process in India” Do you agree? Substantiate your 

argument with suitable examples. 

 

(c) What are the roles played by bio-diversity reserves, National 

Parks and the Wild Life Sanctuaries in the restoration and 

conservation of our Environment and Ecology so far? 
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6. Answer any two of the following questions (in about 150 words 

each)                                                                              15x 2 = 30 

 

(a) “The tourism industry has an immense potentiality in 

mitigating the rural-urban divide in India. With reference to the 

above statement, suggest ways and means to achieve it. 

 

(b) Bring out the spatial distribution of tribal population in the 

country. How do our industrial needs and aspirations pose a threat 

to their existence? What is the way out? 

 

(c) Why Bundelkhand is a drought prone area? What measures 

have been announced by the Government of India recently? 

Explain in brief. 

 

7. Answer any four of the following questions (in about 150  

words each)                                                                  15x 4 = 60 

 

(a) In the pretext of vast growing population, evaluate the 

achievements of Millennium Development Goal initiatives of the 

Government of India. 

 

  

(b) With respect to Wage Policies under MGNREGA comment 

how to protect the vast and vulnerable unorganized sector in India. 

 

 (c) Outline the salient features of the Employees State Insurance 

(Amendment) Bill-2009. 

 

 (d) What do you understand by National Knowledge Network? 

What is its present status in the country? 

 

 (e) What approach has been adopted by the government to handle 

Naxal spread in tribal areas? Explain. 
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