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ANALYSIS / APPROACH / SOURCE / STRATEGY: GENERAL STUDIES MAINS 2011 PAPER I  
- TEAM VISION IAS    

Difficulty Level ( DL )                                                   : Easy (E), Medium (M), Difficult (D), Very Difficult (V) 

Nature of Question (Nature )                                   : Fundamental, Conceptual, Conventional  (F), Current Affairs ( CA) , Fundamental + Current Affairs ( FCA) , Unconventional ( U) 

APP / UAPP                                                                  : Approachable Questions (APP): Your limit / Unapproachable (UAPP) (beyond your limit) 
 

Questions Marks Difficulty 

Level 

( DL ) 

Nature of 

Questions 

( F /CA / 

FCA / U ) 

Approachable/  

Unapproachable 

questions 

( APP / UAPP) 

Source  Comment ( If any reasons for framing this questions ) 

1-(a) ‘Essentially all that is contained in Part IV-A of the 

constitution is just a codification of tasks integral to the Indian 

Way of Life’ Critically examine this statement. ( 20 ) 

20 M F APP DD Basu/ Laxmikanth   

(b) ‘The Exercise of executive clemency is not a privilege but is 

based on several principles, and discretion has to be exercised in 

public consideration.’ Analysis this statement in the context of 

the judicial powers of the president of India. ( 20) 

20 M FCA APP DD Basu+ Indian Express 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/pre

sidents-power-to-pardon-death-is-

absolute/702433/0 

# President Pardoning Power related 

questions in the GS Test 2 : 7 (b)   

( Vision IAS GS Mains test Series 2011) 

 

President’s pardoning powers are regularly in 

news for the past so many months because of 

Rajiv Gandhi’s assassins. 

(c) Discuss the extent, cause and implications of the ‘nutrition 

transition’ said to be underway in India. ( 20) 

20 D CA APP Government website  

(www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publ

ications/ifpridp01085.pdf) 

 

Nutrition transition discussed in few RBI 

statements 

(d) Bring out the salient feature of the PCPNDT Act , 1994 and 

the implications of its amendment in 2003. (20) 

20 M CA APP Vision IAS Current Affairs Notes- 

March, April- Pg 34  
http://visionias.wordpress.com/2011/05/

24/csat-%e2%80%93-ias-general-studies-

prelim-2011-%e2%80%93-current-affairs-

notes-march-%e2%80%93-april/ 

 

PC PNDT was in news due to low CSR ratios 

found in Census 2011 

2-(a) Trace the salient sequence of events in the popular revolt 

that took place in February 1946 in the then ‘Royal Indian Navy’ 

and bring out its significance in the freedom struggle. Do you 

agree with the view that the sailors who took part in this revolt 

were some of the unsung heros of the freedom struggle?  (20) 

20 E F APP Bipin Chandra- India’s Struggle for 

Independence 
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(b) Evaluate the influence of the three important women’s 

organizations of the early twentieth century in India on the 

country’s society and politics. To what extend do you think were 

the social objectives of these organizations constrained by their 

political objectives ? (20) 

20 M F APP Modern India ,Old NCERT , Chapter 10   

3-(a) Critically examine the design of the National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission ( NRLM ) scheme. Do you think it has a 

better chance of success than the Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar 

Yojana ( SGSY) in achieving its objectives? ( 15 ) 

15 D FCA APP Government website(PIB) 

(http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.as

px?relid=49803 ) 

  

(b) Highlight the structure, objectives and role of the Advertising 

Standard Council of India . In what way has the August 2006 

government notification made it more effective? ( 15 ) 

15 D FCA APP Government website, 

(http://www.ascionline.org/) 
 ASCI was in news in June 2011 because of 

banning of some lewd Deodorant Ads. 

4-(a) Salient recommendation of the RBI appointed Damodaran 

Committee on customer service in banks. (12) 

12 M CA APP Vision IAS Current Affairs Notes- Aug 

2011, Pg 14 
  

(b) Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS) (12) 12 V F APP Government Website, Ministry of 

Social Justice  

(http://socialjustice.nic.in/ddrs.php) 

  

(c) Evolution of ‘Green Benches’ in our higher Judiciary. (12) 12 D CA APP http://indialawyers.wordpress.com/20

09/05/24/judicial-activism-and-the-

role-of-green-benches-in-india/ 

Green benches are in news due to escalation 

of Environment related cases 

(d) Distinction between ‘Department Related parliamentary 

Standing Committee’s and Parliament Forums’. (12) 

12 D F APP  Indian Polity Book   

(e) Benefits and Potential drawbacks of ‘Cash transfer’ to ‘Below 

Poverty Line’ (BPL) households. (12) 

12 E CA APP The Hindu  

(http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/le

ad/article1504114.ece) 

Was in news very often at the time of Budget  

(f). New initiative during the 11
th

 Five year Plan in the national 

programme for control of Blindness ( NPCB ). (12) 

12 D F APP India Year Book+ Government Website  

(http://www.nihfw.org/NDC/Docume

ntationServices/NationalHealthProgra

mme/NATIONAL%20PROGRAMMEFOR

CONTROLOFBLINDESS.html) 

  

5-(a) The Impact of climate change on water resources in India. 

(12) 

12 D FCA APP Government Website  

(nidm.gov.in/idmc2/PDF/Abstracts/Cli
mate.pd) 

# Vision IAS: Current Affairs notes ( 

Yojana ) 

Geography , Environment related 
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(b) Measure taken by the Indian Government to combat piracy in 

Indian Ocean. (12) 

12 M CA APP The Hindu, Indian Express (Also related 

ques in Vision IAS GS Test Series , GS 

Main Test 8 , 2 – b ) 

Piracy has been continuously in News and this 

was an expected question this year. 

(c) The Significance of counter urbanization in the improvement 

of metropolitan cities in India. (12) 

12 D FCA APP Planning commission Report by 

Amitabh Kundu, 
planningcommission.nic.in/report
s/genrep/bkpap2020/9_bg2020.do

c 

Social Issues 

(d) Problems specific to the denotified and nomadic tribes in 

India.(12) 

12 D FCA APP The Hindu 

(http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/o

p-ed/article450108.ece) 

Social Issues 

6-(a)  ‘Benoy – Badal – Dinesh’ martyrdom (5) 5 D F UAPP     

(b)   Bharat Naujawan Sabha (5) 5 E F APP Spectrum- Modern India   

(c)  ‘ Babbar Akali Movement’ (5) 5 D F APP Lucent Guide   

7-(a) Phase –IV of the tiger monitoring programme in India. (5) 5 D CA APP Indian Express 

(http://www.indianexpress.com/news

/reserves-to-conduct-annual-tiger-

monitoring/790569/) 

  

(b) Why the Central Statistics office has notified a new series of 

Consumer price index from this year. (5) 

5 E CA APP Vision IAS Current Affairs Notes- Feb 

2011, Page 63 

(http://visionias.wordpress.com/2011/0

5/20/csat-%E2%80%93-ias-general-

studies-prelim-2011-%E2%80%93-

current-affairs-notes-january-february/) 

  

(c) Composition and functions of the National Executive 

Committee of the National Disaster management Authority .(5) 

5 D FCA APP Government website, 

(http://ndma.gov.in/ndma/index.htm) 

# Vision IAS: Current Affairs notes ( 

Yojana ) 

NDMA is in news always when there is any 

natural calamity 

(d) The Bihar Special Courts Act, 2009 and why it has been in the 

news recently. (5) 

5 D CA APP Indian Express 

(http://www.expressindia.com/latest-

news/Bihar-sets-the-trend-with-

assets-seizure/841534/) 

 

Was in news because of corruption related to 

civil servants 

(e) The Telecommunication Ministry’s proposed Spectrum 

management Commission (5) 

5 D CA APP The Hindu  

(http://www.thehindubusinessline.co

m/industry-and-economy/info-

tech/article2450663.ece) 

# Also related questions asked in the 

Vision IAS : GS M. Test Series ( Test 10) 

 

 

In news due to 2G Scam and subsequent 

measures taken by GoI 
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(f) The Community – Led Total Sanitation ( CLTS ) approach to 

sanitation. (5) 

5 E F APP India Year Book (Page 858) 

# Vision IAS Current Affairs Notes- 

March, April- Pg 8 
http://visionias.wordpress.com/2011/05/

24/csat-%e2%80%93-ias-general-studies-

prelim-2011-%e2%80%93-current-affairs-

notes-march-%e2%80%93-april/ 

 

  

8-(a)  Distinguish either between the ‘ Moatsu’ and ‘ Yemshe’ 

festivals of Nagaland or the ‘ Losar’ and ‘Khan’ festivals of 

Arunachal Pradesh.   

5 V U UAPP     

(b) i. Bhand Pather  1 V U APP Spectrum- Indian Culture   

ii. Swang  1 V U APP Spectrum- Indian Culture   

iii. Maach 1 V U APP Spectrum- Indian Culture   

iv. Bhaona 1 V U APP Spectrum- Indian Culture   

v. Mudiyettu 1 V U APP Spectrum- Indian Culture   

vi. Dashavatar  1 V U APP Spectrum- Indian Culture   

(c) What are the major different style of unglazed pottery 

making in India  

5 V U UAPP     

(d) List the classical dance forms of India as per the Sangeet 

Natak Academy.  

5 M F APP Spectrum- Indian Culture, India Year 

Book 
  

9-(a) Nisarga Runa technology of BARC 5 D CA APP Government website 

(http://india.gov.in/sectors/science/in

dex.php?id=14) 

  

(b) The first aid that you can safety administer to a person 

standing next to you at the bus stop who suddenly faints.  

5 E U APP Common Sense   

(c) The Kaveri K-10 aero engine. 5 E CA APP The Hindu 

(http://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/technology/article1127075.ece) 

  

(d) Molecular Breast Imaging ( MBI ) technology  5 D U APP Government website 

(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ar

ticles/PMC2748346/) 

  

(e) E-governance initiatives by the Union Public Service 

Commission ( UPSC) 

5 E CA APP Self experience of candidates who 

applied 

(http://articles.economictimes.indiati

mes.com/keyword/union-public-

service-commission) 
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10-(a) Lieutenant Navdeep Singh 2 V CA APP The Hindu, 

(http://www.thehindu.com/news/nati

onal/article2375655.ece) 

  

(b) Rahim Fahimuddin Dagar 2 E CA APP Vision IAS Current Affairs Notes, July 

2011 
  

(c) Lobsang Sangay 2 M CA APP The Hindu, 

(http://www.hindu.com/2011/04/28/s

tories/2011042868242200.htm) 

Was elected PM of Tibet Govt in exile in Apr 

2011 

(d) P R Sreejesh  2 V CA APP The Hindu,  

(http://www.thehindu.com/sport/arti

cle2455953.ece) 

He played a stellar role in India’s inaugural 

win at Asian Champions Trophy in Sep 2011 

(e) Nileema Mishra  2 M CA APP Indian Express, 

(http://www.indianexpress.com/news

/magsaysay-awardee-neelima-

mishras-us-visa-rejected/854320/) 

Magsaysay Awardee 

(f) V Tejeswini Bai  2 V CA APP The Hindu 

(http://www.hindu.com/2010/11/27/s

tories/2010112757890100.htm) 

Won silver at Asian Games, Captain of Indian 

Kabaddi Team (Women) 

(g) Aishwarya Narkar 2 V U UAPP     
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Nature Sum of Marks 

Current Affairs (Pure) 135 

Traditional / Conventional  121 

Current Affairs (Applied- Mixture 

of Traditional and Current Affairs) 91 

Unconventional 28 

Grand Total 375 

  

  **Marks don’t add upto 300 

because Questions with all 

choices have been included 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Sources of Current Affairs Marks 

The Hindu 93 

Government Websites 72 

Indian Express 32 

Others 29 

TOTAL 226 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  Difficulty 

Level 
Sum of Marks 

Difficult 162 

Easy 64 

Medium 113 

Very Difficult 36 

Grand Total 375 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Learnings Lessons : 

 

1. No matter how much you study there will be a 

portion (about 4-5%) which is unapproachable, dont 

worry about it. 

 

2. While studying more emphasis is to be given on 

analysis rather than 'obvious' things. 

 

3. The Hindu to be supplemented by data and news 

from government websites. 

Current 

Affairs (Pure)

36%

Traditional

32%

Current 

Affairs 

(Applied-

Mixture of 

Traditional 

and Current 

Affairs)

24%

Unconvention

al

8%

Nature of Questions

The Hindu

41%

Governmen

t Websites

32%

Indian 

Express 

14%

Others

13%

Sources of Current Affairs

Difficult

43%

Easy

17%

Medium

30%

Very 

Difficult

10%

Difficulty Level

NATURE OF QUESTIONS  

SOURCES OF CURRENT AFFAIRS 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL  

INTERACTIVE LEARNING PROGRAMME 

() Classroom Program       () Distance Learning Program 

[ STUDY MATERIAL & MAINS TEST SERIES ] 

 (Expert Guidance, Feedback & Discussion) 

# General Studies                         # Sociology    

# Public Administration               # Geography   

# Philosophy          # Psychology               # Hindi Lit.  

 

# CSAT  

# Essay Enrichment Programme  

# Interview Enrichment Programme 

# One year programme         # Two Year Integrated programme  

(Interactive Distance Learning Programme ) 

 

-THE TEAM VISION IAS -  

  Contact No. : 09650617807 , 09968029039                                                                                                                                                                                                       Email : ajay_uor@yahoo.com  
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ANALYSIS / APPROACH / SOURCE /STRATEGY : GENERAL STUDIES MAINS 2011 PAPER II  
- TEAM VISION IAS    

Difficulty Level ( DL )                               : Easy (E), Medium (M), Difficult (D) 

Nature of Question (Nature )                : Fundamental, Conceptual, Conventional  (F), Current Affairs ( CA) , Fundamental + Current Affairs ( FCA) , Unconventional ( U) 

APP / UAPP                                              : Approachable Questions (APP): Your limit / Unapproachable (UAPP) (beyond your limit) 
 

Questions Marks Difficulty 

Level 

( DL ) 

Nature of 

Questions 

( F /CA / FCA 

/ U ) 

Approachable/  

Unapproachable 

questions 

( APP / UAPP) 

Source  

1-(a) List the Central Asian Republics and identify those of particular strategic 

and economic importance to India. Examine the opportunities and bottlenecks in 

enhancing relations with these countries.(20) 

20 M CA APP The Hindu; 

Related Ques in Vision IAS Test Series (Test 8-FLT) 

http://visionias.wordpress.com/2011/10/01/upsc-ias-general-studies-

mains-2011-full-lenght-mock-test-8-paper-ii/ 

 

(b) Critically examine the security and strategic implications of the so-called 

‘string of pearls’ theory for India.(20) 

20 M CA APP The Hindu (oft-repeated Theme; many articles appear and reappear on 

this) 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/article797351.ece 

(c) “Compared to the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA), The Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi sectoral Technical and Economic and Economic Cooperation 

Free Trade Area (BIMSTEC FTA) seems to be more promising.” Critically 

evaluate.(20) 

 

20 D FCA APP Government Website 

http://commerce.nic.in/india_rta.htm 

Related Ques in Vision IAS Test Series (Test 8-FLT) 

http://visionias.wordpress.com/2011/10/01/upsc-ias-general-studies-

mains-2011-full-lenght-mock-test-8-paper-ii/ 

 

2-(a) Subsequent to the Nuclear Suppliers’ (NSG) waiver in 2008, what are the 

agreements on nuclear energy that India has signed with different countries?(12) 

12 M CA APP  

Vision IAS Current Affairs Notes (July 2011); The Hindu 

http://visionias.wordpress.com/2011/10/09/upsc-%e2%80%93-ias-

%e2%80%93-general-studies-mains-2011-reference-part-iv-

%e2%80%93-current-affairs-the-hindu-summary/ 

 

(b) Trace the progress of India’s efforts for a joint counter-terrorism strategy 

with China. What are the likely implications of the recent Xinjiang violence on 

these efforts ?(12) 

12 D CA APP Indian Express 

www.indianexpress.com/news/india-hits-china...antiterror.../841686/ 

(c) Bring out the importance of the “Small and Medium Enterprises Expo and 

Conference’ held in Dubai last year for Indian business.(12) 

12 D CA UAPP  
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(d) What are the salient features of the political and economic relationship 

between India and South Africa ?(12) 

12 M CA APP The Hindu 

http://www.hindu.com/2010/06/05/stories/2010060566271700.htm 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/article1045874.ece 

3-(a) “The causes and implications of the Jasmine Revolution and its spread are 

as much economic in nature as they are political. “ Critically evaluate.(20) 

20 M CA APP Related Ques in Vision IAS Test Series (Test 6) 

(b) In the context of the ‘Euro-zone’ debt crisis, examine the proposed ‘six-pack’ 

solution. Do you think this has a better chances of success than the earlier 

Stability and Growth Pact ?(20) 

20 M CA APP Related Ques in Vision IAS Test Series (Test 10) 

http://visionias.wordpress.com/2011/10/20/upsc-ias-general-studies-

mains-2011-full-length-mock-test-paper-ii-mains-test-series-2012/ 

 

4-(a) “As regards the increasing rates of melting of Arctic ice, the interests of he 

Arctic Council nations may not coincide with those of the wider world. “Explain.. 

(12) 

12 M CA APP The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/article857542.ece 

(b) Is there still a role for the balance of power in contemporary international 

politics ? Discuss.(12) 

12 M FCA APP Use common sense and basic knowledge of world affairs 

(c) “Strategic interests seem to be replacing commercial interests for the host 

country with regard to Cam Ranh Bay. “ Amplify.(12) 

12 D CA APP The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article827145.ece 

(d) To what extent has the withdrawal of al-Shabab from Mogadishu given peace 

a real chance in Somalia ? Assess.(12) 

12 M CA APP The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2549434.ece 

(e) On a Formula-one (F-1) racing car track, information to drivers is generally 

signaled through the standardized use of flags of different colors. Describe the 

meanings associated with any six of the flags listed below: 

(i) White flag 

(ii) Black flag 

(iii) Yellow flag 

(iv) Blue flag 

(v) Black and White flag divided diagonally  

(vi) Chequered flag 

(vii)Yellow and red striped flag                                             (12) 

12 D U APP http://www.formula1.com/inside_f1/understanding_the_sport/5282.

html 

5-(a) International year of Chemistry. 5 M CA APP The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/life-and 

style/metroplus/article2429417.ece 

(b) The scourge of e-waste 5 E F APP Vision IAS Test Series (Test 10) 

(c) ‘Designer’ poultry eggs 5 M F APP Commonsense 

(d) INSPIRE programme of the Department of Science & Technology. 5 M FCA APP Vision IAS Test Series (Test 4) 

(e) The ‘ Kessler Syndrom’ with reference to space debris 5 D CA APP  

(f) Omega -3 Fatty acids in our food 5 D F APP The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/health/article2028738.ece 
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(g) Difference between ‘ spin – drying’ and ‘ tumble – drying’ technology with the 

reference to drying of washed clothes. 

5 M U APP  

(h) The diminishing population of vulture 5 M CA APP The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/article2444984.ece 

(i) ‘Arsenic bug’ and the significance of its discovery 5 D CA APP http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-

nasa/2010/02dec_monolake/ 

(j) F-22 ‘ Raptor’ aircraft 5 M CA APP Vision IAS Science Tech Notes Page 36 

 

(k) ‘Concentrated’ solar energy and ‘ photovoltanic’ solar energy 5 M F APP http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_power 

(l) Analog , Hybrid and IP system of CCTV technology 5 M F APP http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Closed-circuit_television 

(m) Various Application of Kevlar 5 D F APP The Hindu;  http://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/technology/article1092703.ece 

(n) Difference between Compact Disc ( CD) , Digital Versatile Disc ( DVD ) and Blu-

ray Disc 

5 M F APP Previous Year UPSC papers 

6-(a)  Functions of the world Customs Organization ( WCO )(13 each) 5 D F UAPP  

(b)   Success of international intervention in Cote d’lvoire ( Ivory Coast 5 M CA APP Frontline and Hindu 

 

(c)  Strategy adopted by Colombia to eliminate its drug cartels 5 D U APP Related articles can be searched online  eg. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/26/us-spain-drugs-

idUSTRE76P5JF20110726 

 

(d) World Food Programme ( WEF) of the United Nations 5 M F APP WFP website www.wfp.org 

 

(e) Sculpture of the broken chair in front of the UN building at Geneva 5 D U UAPP http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broken_Chair 

 

7-(a) Tiangong – 1 2 M CA APP The Hindu 

www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/article2497461.ece 

(b) K – Computer 2 M CA APP Vision IAS Science Tech Notes Page 46 

 

(c) Gliese 581g 2 M CA APP  

Vision IAS Science Tech Notes Page 25 

 

(d) Mabel robot 2 M CA APP Indian Express 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/meet-mabel-the-worlds-

fastest-twolegged/833764/ 
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(e) ‘Operation Shady Rat’ 2 M CA APP Vision IAS Science Tech Notes Page 57 

 

(f) ‘Saga – 220’ 2 M CA APP  

Vision IAS Science Tech Notes Page 110 

(g) ‘Billion Act of Green’ 2 D CA APP  

http://www.earthtimes.org/going-green/a-billion-acts-green-earth-

day-2011/371/ 

(h) L’Aquila earthquake 2 M CA APP  

The Hindu 

(i) OPERA detector at Gran Sasso 2 M CA APP  

The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2480034.ece 

(j) Saturn’s Titan 2 E F APP  

Geography NCERT 

 

8-(a) ‘News International’ newspaper 2 E CA APP The Hindu (continously in News) 

(b) Mustafa Abdul Jalil 2 M CA APP The Hindu  http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/article2453506.ece 

 

(c) Abel Kirui 2 M CA APP  

The Hindu  

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/athletics/article2423378.ece 

 

(d) Natalie Portman 2 E CA APP The Hindu  

 http://www.thehindu.com/life-and-

style/metroplus/article1497603.ece?viewImage=2 

 

(e) Nawaf Salam 2 M CA APP  

The Hindu  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2494007.ece 
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Sub Category Marks  

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 205 

SCIENCE AND TECH 90 

SPORTS 14 

ECONOMY 12 

OTHERS 10 

ENTERTAINMENT 2 

GRAND TOTAL 333 

 

 

**Marks don’t add upto 300 because Questions with  

    all choices have been included 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     

Type Sum of Marks 

Current Affairs (Pure) 222 

Current Affairs (Applied) 37 

Fundamental 47 

Unconventional 27 

Grand Total 333 

 

 
 

 

 

Difficulty level  Sum of Marks 

Easy 11 

Medium 217 

Difficult 105 

Grand Total 333 

 

 

 
 

3%

65%

32%

Difficuly level 

Easy 

Medium

Difficult

NATURE OF QUESTIONS  
SUB CATEGORY 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL  
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Row Labels 
 Sum of               

Marks 

Frontline and Hindu 5 

(b). Success of international intervention in Cote d’lvoire ( Ivory Coast 5 

Related Ques in Vision IAS Test Series (Test 10) 20 

3-(b)  In the context of the ‘Euro-zone’ debt crisis, examine the proposed ‘six-pack’ solution. Do you think this has a better chances of success than the earlier Stability and Growth Pact 

?(20) 20 

Related Ques in Vision IAS Test Series (Test 6) 20 

3-(a)  “The causes and implications of the Jasmine Revolution and its spread are as much economic in nature as they are political. “ Critically evaluate.(20) 20 

The Hindu 2 

(h) L’Aquila earthquake 2 

The Hindu  http://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/metroplus/article1497603.ece?viewImage=2 2 

(d) Natalie Portman 2 

The Hindu  http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2494007.ece 2 

(e) Nawaf Salam                                                                           2 

The Hindu  http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/article2453506.ece 2 

(b) Mustafa Abdul Jalil 2 

The Hindu  http://www.thehindu.com/sport/athletics/article2423378.ece 2 

(c) Abel Kirui  2 

The Hindu (continously in News) 2 

8(a) ‘ News International’ newspaper 2 

The Hindu (oft-repeated Theme; many articles appear and reappear on this) 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/article797351.ece 20 

1-(b) Critically examine the security and strategic implications of the so-called ‘string of pearls’ theory for India.(20) 20 

The Hindu 

http://www.hindu.com/2010/06/05/stories/2010060566271700.htm 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/article1045874.ece 12 

2-(d). What are the salient features of the political and economic relationship between India and South Africa ?(12) 12 

The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2480034.ece 2 

(i) OPERA detector at Gran Sasso 2 

The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/article2444984.ece 5 

(h). The diminishing population of vulture  5 

The Hindu 

www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/article2497461.ece 2 

7-(a) Tiangong – 1 2 

The Hindu; 

 

Related Ques in Vision IAS Test Series (Test 8-FLT) 20 
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1-(a) List the Central Asian Republics and identify those of particular strategic and economic importance to India. Examine the opportunities and bottlenecks in enhancing relations with 

these countries.(20) 

The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/metroplus/article2429417.ece 5 

5 (a) International year of Chemistry  5 

The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2549434.ece 12 

4-(d) To what extent has the withdrawal of al-Shabab from Mogadishu given peace a real chance in Somalia ? Assess.(12) 12 

The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article827145.ece 12 

4-(c) “Strategic interests seem to be replacing commercial interests for the host country with regard to Cam Ranh Bay. “ Amplify.(12) 12 

The Hindu; 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/article857542.ece 12 

4-(a) “As regards the increasing rates of melting of Arctic ice, the interests of he Arctic Council nations may not coincide with those of the wider world. “Explain.. (12) 12 

Use common sense and basic knowledge of world affairs 12 

4-(b) Is there still a role for the balance of power in contemporary international politics ? Discuss.(12) 12 

Vision IAS Current Affairs Notes (July 2011); The Hindu 12 

2-(a) Subsequent to the Nuclear Suppliers’ (NSG) waiver in 2008, what are the agreements on nuclear energy that India has signed with different countries?(12) 12 

 

Grand Total 183 

 

 

                                               Vision IAS: Study Material / Test Series  

    

Sub Category Marks Asked in Paper 2 

Marks Covered in 

Vision IAS Material 

Percentage from 

VISION IAS Material 

INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS 205 92 

 

45% 

 

SCIENCE AND TECH 90 23 

26% 

 

 

 

Note : If you have any doubts /questions in General Studies mains Paper I & Paper II , Please mail us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERACTIVE LEARNING PROGRAMME 

() Classroom Program       () Distance Learning Program 

[ STUDY MATERIAL & MAINS TEST SERIES ] 

 (Expert Guidance, Feedback & Discussion) 

# General Studies                         # Sociology    

# Public Administration               # Geography   

# Philosophy          # Psychology               # Hindi Lit.  

 

# CSAT  

# Essay Enrichment Programme  

# Interview Enrichment Programme 

# One year programme         # Two Year Integrated programme  

(Interactive Distance Learning Programme ) 
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